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Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: For God so loved the ‘world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
on him shoyld not perish, but have eternal life.—Jothn-3 : 16. 


1. October 5.—Moses’ Cry for Help. ........ Num. 11 : 4-33 
2. October 12.—Jealousy and Envy Punished... .. . Nut’ 'r2 
3- October 19.—The Report of the Spies . Num. 13 : 1-3, 17 to 14 : 25 
4. October 26.—The Sin of Moses and Aaron - uM. 20 : I-13 

. November 2.—Balak and Balaam . . Num. 22: 1 to 23: 10 
g November 9.—Abstinence for the Sake of Others 


World’s ‘Temperance Sunday) ...... Rom, 14 : 7-21 
7. November 16.—The Death of l 
Moses. . « <by 0 acd. -aenet.°9t 5 BBE ges oe 34 3 1-1 


8. November 23.—Joshua, the Néw Leader . . 


Ae osh. 1 2 1-9 
9. November’30.—Crossing the Jordan’. ¥' .. Josh: 3: 1-17/;/ Psa. sed 


10. December 7.—The Fall of Jericho. . osh. 5: 19: fo.6 : 27 
11. December 14.—The Sin of Achan .....,... . » + GR, F 
12. December 21.—Tlie Division of the Land. . »'. .*. : Josh. 14 

Or, Christmas Lesson--The Word Made Flesh. . . John rij 1-18 
13. December 28,—Review—A Day ‘of Decision. ) 
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God’s Gift ; 
By Vlyn Johnson 


Gop gave a gift to thee, and said: 
“ This gift is thine forevermore; — 
Yet share and use it ceaselessly, 
Or never rightly know its power.” 


This wondrous gift God gave to thee 
All other things, then, count above ; 
For of himself He gave thee part— 
A gift divine, the power to love. 











There's a remarkable series of articles shortly to 
commence in the Times on ‘*Testing Old Testament 
Criticism. for Ourselves,’ by the Rev. Professor 
Griffith Thomas. It both startles and reassures. 
Fuller word about it is given on page 642. 


a 
Our Lord’s Hunger 


It is easy to forget that Christ himself must have 
unsatisfied longings to-day. We think so much about 
our own hunger and need that we forget his. When 
he was here on earth he seems to have foreshadowed 
his experience of now. Once, on the way from Beth- 
any to Jerusalem, he hungered ; and catching ‘sight 
of a fig-tree in the distance, he went to it, ‘if haply 
he might find anything thereon.’’ And he found 
nothing but leaves ; there was no fruit there. -Jesus 


our prayers, 


hungers for fruit to-day in .the lives of his disciples. 
Have we failed to satisfy his hunger? Yet we may 
let him be continuously satisfied with the fruit that he 
finds growing in our lives, if we really trust him to 
bring forth that fruit by his Spirit. Continual fruit- 
bearing he pledges himself to accomplish in us, if we 
but abide in him and let him abide in us. «Then it 
may be our daily, hourly experience to hear him say, 
‘*T was hungry, and ye gave me to eat.’’ 


<< 
Preventing God 


Our prayers are God's opportunities, When we 
pray, God can work. He doubtless works apart from 
But also he has plainly chosen. to limit 
himself by our prayers. If he says to us, ‘‘ Ask, and 
ye shall receive,’’ it is very evident that if we do not 
ask we shall not receive. When God revealed the 
principle of prayer as a duty resting upon men, he 
thereby chose to ordain: and declare his actual de- 
pendence upon men for the working out of his plans, 
thus making men his co-workers in a way that few 
have realized, When we turn an electric light switch 
we: complete the circuit through which the current 
can pass and cause the light to shine. When we 
pray,;;we- complete :the ‘circuit through which God's 
power can pass to do the work that only he can ac- 
complish. And when we fail to pray as we ought, we 
literally prevent God from doing that which he wants 


to do and which only he can do. 
By ee 


reset Gan Prise ro , ' 
What.is Ouc Answer ? 

- Even the’ childless) may know the joy of parent- 
heod:,.And: those who do not know-this joy have 
much :fo answer for." A man walking along the street 
of x suburban’ téwn passed’a group of little boys who 
were: playing by’ the: roadside. ‘* Whose father are 
you?'’ was the friendly and unexpected greeting that 


yretaph cy 


< 


Mistaken 


HEN Christ saw the effect of his words upon 
men, and knew that they felt the truth of his 
sayings, he saw that many cf them would be 

swift to put them into practise, and that it would be 
human nature to practise them on some one else. 
We are always having to reckon with these quick re- 
sults which issue from moral and religious impressions, 
in order that they may not be chilled, and also that 
they may not be lost, Now there is to-day in many 
directions what may almost be called a hysteria of do- 
ing good, The,indolent soul suddenly awakened by 
some earnest appeal, realizes with something of the 
confusion and lack of perspective which always ac- 
compahies out waking up that much needs to be done, 
and much time has been lost. And our first impulse 
is to make the whole world better, and to do it in the 
quickest and most telling way possible. 

Apostolic Christianity was a very sane thing, and 
has always remained the normal thing to revert to when 
the ‘church has fallen into decay, or the personal life 
of the Christian has become ineffective. The Chris- 
tian of to-day will find the severest strain put upon 
him in the temptation to doubt whether such a way of 
doing ‘will still be:the soundest and most resourceful 
‘of all'the ways open to him. That way was to set 
one’s self right ‘with God before seeking to set the 
world*’right. To-day we are urged somewhat wildly to 
make the world better without pottering around any 
longer to ask questions about our inward condition. 
To many it seems that it is old-fashioned to stop and 


‘take ‘pains ‘with what we are ourselves, before ventur- 
‘ing ‘to make other men better. 


But there are a great 


one of them called after him, To those little fellows 
a strange face was of interest because it might prove 
to be the parent of one of their playmates, The ‘man's 
best credentials, for them, would be a child. Yet he 
had no children ; and he told them so as he stopped 
and chatted with them a moment. Then their inter- 
est in him was doubtless lessened. But one into 
whose life no earthly children of his own have come 
may yet be able to answer the boys’ question with a 
glad remembrance of souls born into Christ through 
him. Paul gloried as he wrote to the Corinthians 
that ‘‘ though ye have ten thousand tutors in Christ, 
yet have ye not many fathers ; for in Christ Jesus I 
begat you through the gospel.’’ This marvelous 
privilege of spiritual parenthood belongs to us all. 
Are we making ready now for a glad answer to the 
question, ‘‘ Whose father are you ?"’ 


—<— 
Defeating the Right 


To urge a right thing in a wrong spirit is to do 
the right a great injury. For it is one of the surest 
ways of failing to get the right accomplished. . There 
are some men who are full of good ideas ; they urge 
those ideas on others at every opportunity ; and they 
find that their life is one long trail of disagreementz:, 
antagonisms, and oppositions, It is not that their 
ideas are wrong ; but they make it well nigh impossi- 
ble for other people to accept them by the critical, or 
intolerant, or tactless way in which they are presented. 
Having utterly failed to get some friend to see a plain 
truth, they ask themselves in discouragement : ‘* Why 
is it that, when I was in the right, my friend wouldn't 
see it?’’ But if their spirit was; wrong, then it mat- 
ters not how good the truth was.that they were urging; 
they were in the wrong ;' and it was the fact that they 
were in the wrong which blinded their friend to. the 
right that was vainly put before him. . How we do .a 
thing may be, for practical results, quite as important 
as what we do. 


< 


Altruism 


many things which are derided as old-fashioned which 
if the truth were told are even worse than that. They 
are eternal, They are set in the very nature of things. 
And like a shadow there haunts all our philanthropies 
and all our fevered reforms the truth of Jesus, that we 
cannot see clearly to cast the mote out of our brother's 
eye until we have cast the beam out of our own. The 
hardest person to make better will be the self. 

Dr. Jefferson has called attention to the jealousy 
which -young social ‘enthusiasts: feel‘ toward all ‘the 
means of service which are not directly ‘‘ devoted to 
the proclamation of ideas and the correction 6f evils. 
They are furious to get at the crowd.’’ Most of us 
find, sconer or later, that getting at the crowd is a 
vastly more circuitous thing than is supposed, ‘and that 
it generally has to be done by the slow and round- 
about way of one’s own liie. ; ed 

There is such a thing as an ‘‘irreligious solicitude’’ 
for doing good to others, which tempts us to think of 
their good when we ought to be thinking of our own. 
In this unregulated rush of aitruism which _ fol- 
lows any great social impulse, men wish to run out 
upon the whole wide field of service and do good on a 
large scale, and at random. Not one in a hundred 
dares advocate taking infinite pains with one’s own 
spiritual life as the surest way of helping others. But 


Christ made no appeal for that form of unselfishness 
which threw to the winds all care of one’s spiritual 
state. We are in danger then ofacondition where every- 
body wants to do good, but nobody is very anxious to 
have good done to himself. 

When, therefore, we find ourselves at that point 
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where, stirred and also confused by too many appeals, 
we just long to correct everybody's evils and leave 
the mark of our influence upon our neighborhood, 
the great delusion has got hold of us, and it is our 
chance to get back to the side of Christ. Very quietly it 
it was said of him that he went about doing good. The 
restraint of the sentence sounds almost parsimonious 
compared with the flamboyant and almost jaunty 
ways in which men set out to-day to make the world 
better. Christ had one way of doing good to which 
little attention was paid. When he said, ‘‘ For their 
saxes I sanctify myself,’ he touched upon the very 
quick of the deepest, and most sacrificing, and far- 
reaching, social service. As we canvass all these 
different ways of helping our fellows, we are far 
more inclined to think up some scheme of sancti- 
fying them than we are of some way of sanctifying 
ourselves, For their sakes we will organize and lead 
and rush about hither and thither, but how often we 
' have failed to do for them the richest thing we could 
do, which is to do something to ourselves. 
Dean Church said that life was too short to spend 
it in trying to make people over. But we all try to 


do that, until we realize that our true direction is in 
making ourselves over, and letting the others get the 
benefit of it. When, therefore,’ we see a fault or in- 
firmity in another, our first reaction is to correct it ; 
afterward we learn a different reaction, which is to 
correct something in ourselves. The gentleman does 
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not try to correct every rudeness he sees in others ; 
he simply sees how much more need there is of cour- 
tesy than ever before, and deepens and increases his 
own. And so Christ, speaking of the beanrand the 
mote, instructed the Christian that when he saw wrong 
in others he must inquire about the wrong in himself 
before setting it right. 

Just now we are in a pandemonium of noise about 
the wrong-doing of others, And after such onslaughts 
upon evil as we have seen made, we wonder the evils 
do not disappear. But nobody: attacks himself. 
There is no era of confession. It is not like the time 
when men came’ to John the Baptist confessing their 
sins, for we are all confessing somebody else's sins. 
Few are doing what Daniel did when he said, «‘ And 
while I was confessing my sin and the sin of my 
people Israel.’’ 

Yet, somehow, it is only when we feel and confess 
our own sins, and find the gratitude of forgiveness, 
that we begin to see the sins of others in perspective. 
Christ intimated that their defects would not seem so 
great or so hopeless after a man had dealt with his 
own, He taught that the strongest blows at iniquity 
would be those which a man struck at his own in- 
iquity. It may seem that in the face of all the 
world’s need we cannot afford to spend time even on 
our own, but there is no force so creative for good all 
around him as the man in.whom God has created a 
clean heart. 





Does Skull-Digging Disturb the Bible? 

The Bible records seem to show that man was 
created only a few thousand years ago. What, then, 
are we going to do when we are told that geology and 
modern discoveries» show that men have been on the 
earth a million years, more or less? Readers of The 
Sunday School Times have raised this question during 
the current year’s Old Testament studies. Earlier in 
the year a Massachusetts reader wrote ; 


In Professor Kyle's article, ‘‘Old Family ‘lraits in Men of 
Many Races," in the Times of March 1, are these words: 
‘The earliest appearance of map upon earth is shown, from 
geological data, to have heen not more than 10,000 or 15,000 
years ago."’ In the March number of Current Opinion is an 
article entitled ‘' Discovery of Human Remains Faur Hun- 
dred ‘Thousand Years * ** The article says: ‘The skull 
was brought to light'in a gravel pit at Piltdown, in Sussex, 
England. 

Does this discovery negative what is said in the article in 
The Sunday School Times? If it does not, how are the two 
statements reconciled ? 


About the same time another reader, in Missouri, had 
written inquiring. what we were to do with that same 
Piltdown skull, basing his inquiry on an article in 
the Times from Professor George Faederick Wright : 


The article in the Times of January 25, entitled ‘' How Old 
is Mankind?" by Professor G. Frederick Wright, interested 
me very.much, It.strengthened my faith greatly in the entire 
credibility of the Bible narrative in Genesis. Dr. Wright's 
‘view seems to be that man’s existence on the earth does not 
precede the Glacial Age. But now comes what is said to be 
a new discovery of as ull unearthed in Sussex, England, of a 
man who, the experts {?) claim, perhaps lived a million or so 
years ago. As this find has, been made very lately, | presume 
since the article dealing with the age of mankind was written 
for the ‘limes, could you refer this matter to Professor Wright 
for his opinion as to what this Sussex skull really indicates ? 


One of the current newspaper articles om the ‘‘Sus- 
sex man*’ contained the following statements : 


‘Yo an audience of the British Geographical Society a few 
weeks ago a couple of i investigators showed some bones of what 
they called the ‘Sussex man,"” The bones were found in a 
gravel pit.in Sussex. ‘They were part of the jaw and the skull 
ofaman. From the character of the deposit where they were 
fotind it was evident that they belonged to a creature of an 
early geologic period—"' perhaps several hundred thousand 
years ‘ago,:' the geologists thought. As to the owner of the 
bones, the experts agreed that his skull was much more ape- 
like than that of man to-day. 

‘The account of the Sussex man. . . recalls the progress that 
has been made in the last half century in tracing the descent 
of man. . It isn't so very many years ago since the missing link 
was a common object of discussion. Now it has dropped out 
of scientific controversy, for the simple reason that it has been 
found. . Any good museum can show the visitor sets of 
plaster casts of skulls dug out of ancient caves and river beds, 
representing every stage in the development of man from his 
ape-like ancestor. 

In Java, for instance, a little more than twenty years ago, a 
eologist found some bones in a lava deposit that must have 
een hundreds of thousands of years old. The brain cavity 

was about two-thirds that of the man of to-day, and consider- 
ably in éxcess of the highest ape. ‘Ihe eye ridges were promi- 
nent, the‘ forehead low, and the whole appearance brutal. 
The thigh bone was about twice as heavy as that of the average 
man. ‘This creature is usually referred to as the erect ape- 
man of Java. 

Gradually other skulls and benes of various sorts were accu- 
mulated that formed a regular progression to the human... . 





Just how long ago. they lived nobody can say with any. assur- 
ance, ... The chances are that it was somewbere: between 
100,000 and half a million years ago. 


It is worth while to have the:statement of Professor 
George Frederick Wright concerning: ,these.. clain)s. 
For he is equipped as are few men to weigh ) and initer- 
pret the evidence with. intelligent sympathy, foward 
both science and the Bible. A graduate of. Qherlin 
ye heological Seminary, he has served..in; the, active 
pastorate, in the seminary faculty, and ag Assistant 
Geologist of the Pennsylvania Survey and of the 
United States Survey, and President; af the; Qhio ;His- 
torical and Archeological Society, while heia the aythor 
of such works as ‘‘ Glacial. Boundary in,Qhia, Indjana, 
and Kentucky,’’.‘‘ Ice Age in North Amerig¢a,’ ': 44 Mian 
and the Glacial Period,”’ :«‘ Asiatic. Russia,’’,, “4Scien- 
tific Confirmations of Old Testament History,’’, «The 
Divine Authority of the Bible,*’ ‘‘ Origin, and Antiquity 
of Man,’’ and editor of ‘* Bibliotheca Sacra’ and 
‘« Records of the Past.’’ Hewrites as; follows: 


Baseless Theories.—‘‘ The so-called deliverances of 
science which fill our papers and magazines are, rougtily 
speaking, one-tenth fact and nine-tenths theory, while 
nine-tenths of the theory is baseless and a large part 
of the ‘ facts’ are unverified: In nothing is this more 
true than in reference to the statements made concern- 
ing man's origin and antiquity. As for the news- 
papers’ claim of extreme antiquity for the ‘Sussex 
man’ recently found in the south of England, in which 
he and the Pithecanthropus erectus, discovered in 
Java twenty years ago, are represented as ‘missing 
links’ between man and the apes, a statement of the 
facts will show the baselessness of such inferences, 

‘‘The remains of the Java man ‘consist of two 
teeth, found at different times several yards from each 
other ; the top part of a skull, found a yard frem one 
of the teeth ; and the upper bone of a leg, found fif- 
teen yards away. These all occurred in volcanic tufa, 
which may be of any age. Until a few months ago 
the age of this volcanic deposit was asserted to be 
‘Tertiary,’ and hence very old. But four or five years 
ago German explorers made a careful ,coliection of 
fossils found in the deposit ; and the report on them, 
which has been published within the past few months, 
states that they are all post- Tertiary species, not one 
being Tertiary ; thus exploding another persistent and 
hasty ‘scientific’ inference. 

‘*As to the Java man being .a. ‘connecting link,’ 
there was no important evidence except that one of the 
teeth might pass for that of a gorilla,. The. skull was 
indeed small, but no smaller than that, of some exist- 
ing races of men, while the leg .bone. was .entirely 
human, showing that the being walked..in the erect 
posture of a man. 

‘*The ‘Sussex man,’ so far as he-remains,. consists 
of fragments of the top part of a:skull, and a, portion 
of a lower jaw, found recently near the,river, Ouse in 
Sussex County, in the south of England. » The gravel 
in which the remains were, founds pests oni a plateau 
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eighty feet above the river and about a mile distant. 
But there is little in the situation to determine the 
age. The most decisive evidence of age consists of 
the presence, in the deposits, of the remains of sev- 
eral species of extinct animals ; namely, Mastodon, 
Hippopotamus, Beaver, and Gigantic Deer. But 
these are all familiar remains in the deposits of post- 
Tertiary or Glacial age, both in Europe and America. 
The Glacial age, during which these animals became 
extinct, lingered in Northern Europe and Northeastern 
America down to the time when a high civilization 
existed in Egypt, Babylonia, and Western Turkestan. 
There is abundant evidence that the animals named 
and several other extinct animals continued down to 
within a comparatively few thousand years. The dis- 
covery of the ‘Sussex man,’ therefore, adds nothing 
to what was already known. 


Distinctly Human Evidences.—:: As to the signs of 
a connecting link, none of any account exists except in 
the shape of the jaw, which is ‘ wonderfully like that of 
a chimpanzee.’ The significance of this it is difficult 
to tell, But it is significant that, according to Dr. 
Woodward of the British Museum, who reconstructed 
the skull, it exhibits ‘all the essential features of 
the genus Homo, with a brain capacity of 65.3 cubic 
inches, but possibly a little more,’ which is consider- 
ably in excess of that of some Negritos and of some 
of the inhabitants of New Britain. Moreover, the 
forehead in this specimen is not receding, like that 
of many of the other earliest skulls, but is prominent, 
like that of the existing races of Europe. The two 
teeth are ‘distinctly human.’ . ‘Ihe flints found in the 
deposit are by no means of the earliest type of paleo- 
lithic implements. 

‘But at the Medical Congress which met in Lon- 
don,, August 15, Professor Keith, who is one of the 
highest authorities on the subject and who also is an 


ardent advocate for the extreme antiquity of man, 


demonstrated that Dr. Woodward had made a serious 
error in adjusting the pieces of the Sussex skull. As 


, ‘properly reconstructed the skull would, it is claimed, 
havea 
° mated by Dr, Woodward, which is equal to that of the 


capacity of 1,500 c. c. instead of 1,070 as esti- 


European skull at the present time, giving us a mass- 
ive and well-shaped symmetrical head. Moreover, 
as: Dr. Woodward had articulated the fragments to the 
backbone; the upper joints of the spinal-column: came 


. 86 near the palate that the person as reconstructed 


‘would be incapable of speech ; and also, as recon- 


‘ structed, he could neither breathe nor eat, thus illus- 


4vating thé ‘uncertainties of science’ to:which. refer- 
‘ence hasbeen made. In September, at the meeting 
of the British Association for the Advancement of 


“Science, Dr. Woodward claimed fresh support for his 


own reconstruction, Yet the jury before which ‘Dr. 


‘Keith presented his evidence was the highest which 


‘could be gotten together. At the best, it is a case 
where ‘the doctors disagree,’ and the evidence can- 
not be used until they do come to some sort of an 
agreement. 


Discrediting Science.—‘* The statement going the 
rounds of the press that these remains are ‘several 
hundred thousand years—perhaps a million years— 
old" is entirely without foundation, and brings unde- 
served discredit on the name of science. Equally 
without foundation is the statement that ‘Sussex man’ 
was the maker of the ‘eoliths’ which are found con- 
nected with his remains. Eoliths are very rude flint 
fragments which have been supposed by some emi- 
nent authorities to have been artificially chipped. 
They are certainly very old, and if they are artificial 
would give an extreme antiquity to man. But recent 
investigations have established the fact that they are 
natural formations, produced by the irregular settling 
of geological strata of any age, and so of no account 
in estimating the age of man, with whose remains they 
are often associated.”’ 

The plain truth is that science,—whether in the 
field of geology, archeology, or any other branch, — 
is never going to present any true data which really 
conflict with the statements of the Bible. For science 
is limited to facts, and the Bible is limited to facts ; 
and facts never contradict each other. 


al 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


ORD GOD of Israel, bless thy people ! Thou Father of 
all mankind, draw every one of us into conscious fellow- 
ship with thyself. Lord Jesus Christ, thou Saviour of 

sinners, lay thy healing hand on our sore hearts and cure our 
infirmities. Thou Spirit of the Father and the Son who dost 
dwell within us, Tr us to fulness of life. Make this hour 
of worship and o fellowship memorable to each one of us. 
Distribute now thy spiritual gifts to us each with lavish hand. 
Inspire, instruct, enlighten, strengthen, comfort, sustain, guide 
and save us, in the name of Jesus.Christ. Amen. 
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Quiet Talks’ on “Follow Me 


By S. D. Gordon 








"|. THE “ FOLLOW-ME” SCHOOL 
HERE are a number of invitations Jesus used-in 
calling men. It was as though in his eagerness 
he used every.sort that might go home. © And 


yet there was more than this; these invitations are 


like successive steps up into the life he wanted men 
to have. 

Hesaid, ‘‘Come unto me’’ (Matt. 11 : 28). "This 
was always the first, and still remains first. It- led, 


‘and it leads, into rest of heart and lifé, peace-with 


God. He quickly followed it with «‘Come ye afterme"’ 

(Matt. 4:19, with Luke § :11). They must come to 
him before they could come after.him, This was 
found to mean discipleship, learning the toad. He 
would ‘‘make’’ them like himself in going after 
others, He said, ‘‘Take my yoke upon you"’ (Matt. 


11:29, 30). Yoke up with me. This meant a-bend- °° 


ing down to get in the yoke, a surrender of will-and 
heart to himself, and then partnership, fellowship, 
side by side, with himself. 

Then he spoke another word to the innermost circle 


on the night in which he was betrayed. He had a- 


long talk that evening with the eleven around the 
supper-table, and walking down to the grove of olives 
at the brook of the Cedars (John 13 :31 to 16:33). 
Several times that evening | he used this new word 
‘abide’ : **Abide in me.’’ That means staying 
with him, not leaving, living continuously with * ‘him. 
It means a continued separation from anything: that 
would separate from him. And then it means a ful- 
ness of life coming from himself into us as wé draw 
all our life from himself, a rich ripeness, a tounded 
maturity, a depth of life, and these always becoming 
more, richer, rounder, deeper. — 


Mistaken for Jesus 
Then, after the awful days of the Cross were ‘past, 
on the evening of: the resurrection -day,':im the upper 


vei 


room with ten of the inner disciples, he practically 


said, ‘‘ You be myself, as the Father hath sent.me, 
even so send I you (John 20:21); You be.I.’’,, I 
wonder if any one of us-has ever: been, taken-or mis- 
taken for the Lord Jesus; We would never, knowyit, 
of course. But he meant it to be so. 


A Scottish lady, missionary in India, tells of a Bible ; 


class of girls which she had. She was teaching them 
about the life-and character of the Lord Jesus.:.,One 
day a new girl came in, fresh from the heathenism. in 
which she grew up, knowing nothing ‘of -the gospel. 
She listened, and. then she became quite-intense and 
excited, in her childish way, as she heard them talk- 
ing about some one, how good he was, how gentle, 
how he was always teaching and helping the people 
around him. _ At last she could restrain her eagerness 
no longer, but blurted out, ‘‘I kriow that mati ;-he 
lives near us,’’ It was found that she did not ktiow 
about Christ, but supposed they were speaking of a 
very earnest native Christian man living in her neigh- 
borhood. She had mistaken her neighbor for Jesus. 
How glad that man must have been if he ever knew. 
This was a part of our Lord’s plan. 

And at the véry end these successive invitations 
took the shape of a command, which was both a per- 
mission and an order,—‘‘Go ye.'’ Men who had 
taken to heart, one after another, these invitations, 
were ready for the command, They would be eager 
for it. The invitations were the Master's preparation 
for the command. He could trust such men to go, 
and to keep steady and true, as they went in the power 
he gave them. 

There is one word which you find in all these in- 
vitations, ‘‘ Me.’’ They all center about the Lord 
Jesus. He is the center of gravity, drawing every 
one in ever-growing nearness and meaning to him- 
self. It is only when we have been drawn into closest 
touch with him that we are qualified to ‘‘go’’ to 
others. It’s only himself in us, only as much of him- 
self as is in us, that will be helpful to any one else, or 
will move any one else to break with his old way. 
He is the only magnet to draw men away from the old 
life up to himself. 

But there’s one other invitation which belongs in 
this list. It proves to be the greatest of them all, 
because you come to find it includes all these others. 
It's his ‘‘ Follow Me."’ It seems at first glance to be 
the same as that ‘‘Come after me."’ ‘But-it :is the 


word he repéats again and again, under differenit:cir- 


ina’ two-hours® ta 
‘ds to‘who ‘he 'Was. 
-lowing."! Evety detail of it stands out in his memory 
‘when, long yéars-after, he began to write his story of 
“the "Master. . 


Friend"and’ Muster. 


"hs 2B=22; 


for a pulpit. 


..“* There is nothing quiet about S. D. Gordon’s 
‘Quiet Talks,’ ’’ forcefully declared a vigorous 
-young Christian who had come to know his Lord 

_ intimately ;..‘‘ they get under your skin and stir up 
all the red: blood that is in you.’’. The most revo- 
‘lutionary and upsetting words the world has known 
were, words that fell-quietly from the lips of Jesus. 
Such a word was ‘“‘Follow me,” with its deep 
“meaning that .grows as the disciple grows. Mr. 
Gordon’s message leads to a question that becomes 
a personal. challenge : ‘‘ How far have I gone in 

the ‘ Follow-Me’ road?” 


The readers of The rr Schocl Times are to 
“Imecsagea thet from og otvense reading of four 
mecetone T ta o from M r. Gordon's new bo 
os lowing the Christ,’’ which 

w etn mv bay The other articles to be pub- 
“lished inthe Times are as follows: 
“The “ Follow-Me"’ Road 
).:$me Roadway Signboards The Olivet Outlook 








*cumstances, with added explanations, to the same 


men, until yeu-feel-that he meant it to stand out as 
the great invitation to his disciples. Itseems to mean 
different things at different times; that is to say, it 
grew in its sighificance. It came to mean more than 
it had seemed to, Pie 
Peter is a good ‘illustration here. The word really 
came to him’six times, with a different, an added, 
meaning each ‘time. His first following meant ac- 
quaintance (John 1 : 35-42). John the “Herald had 
sent his disciples; John and Andrew, along after Jesus 
ashe was’ walking one day on the Jordan river road. 
They’ *' followed ge to their first acquaintance, 
k, which quite satisfied their hearts 

John never forgot that first fol- 


“Andrew went -at once’ to hunt up Peter, 
upht | him face-to-face with his newly-found 
That interview settled things for 
Peter. ' Andtéw’s following now included his. Fol- 


atid’ ‘bid 


“déwing meant the beginning of the personal friendship 
‘Which was to mean so much for both of them. 


It was ‘about a°year after that ‘« Follow Me’’ had 
anew’ meaning to Peter and some others (Matt. 
with Luke'5 : 1-11). The invitation was 
an-illustrated one this time, illustrated by a living 
picture of ,.just what it. meant. . It was.one morning 
by the Lake of Galilee. Peter and his partners had 
had a poor night’ s fishing, and. were out on shore 
washing ‘their nets, The Master had come along, 
with a great crowd pressing in to get closer and hear 
better. There.was danger of the crowd pushing the 
Master into the water. So he borrowed Peter's boat 
. Peter sat facing the crowd while the 
Master talked to them. 

Was.that ‘the first time the spell of a crowd began 
to get its subtle heart-hold on Peter, as he looked 
info ‘their hungry eyes? Who can withstand the great 
appeal of the crowd’s eyes? Not our Lord, nor any 
that-have caught his spirit. Then the great draught 
of fishes after the fishless night made Peter /fee/ the 
Master’s power. Fishes would make him feel it, 
being a fisherman, as nothing else would. The sense 
of Jesus’ power, and with it a sense of his purity—in- 
teresting how the power made him feel the purity! — 
this brought him to his knees at our Lord’s feet, with 
the confession of his own sinfulness, 


Power to the Feeling Point 

Peter’ was greatly moved that morning, greatly 
shaken. A new experience of tremendous power had 
come to him. And out of it came a new life, a radi- 
cal change, as he left the old occupation, fishing, 
boats, father, means of livelihood, and entered upon 
the new life. ‘‘ Follow Me’’ meant a radical change 
of life, constant companionship with Jesus, sharing 
his life, going to school, getting ready for leadership 
and service; yes, and for suffering, too. He entered 
the Master's itinerant training-school that morning. 
A man needs a sight of the Lord Jesus’ power, a fee/ 
of “it, before he is fit to serve, or even to go to school 
to get ready for service. 

It was some nionths after this that another meaning 
gréw into’ the words *« Follow Me,’’ and grew out of 
then. "The ‘words’ are hot spoken this time, but 
acted:! ‘Out of-the''group of disciples that he had 


gathered about him, our Lord guaguntilig cheat out 
Peter and the others to be sent out as his messengers 
to others (Matt. 10:1-5; Mark 3:14-19; Luke 
6:12-17). Part of the schooling was over; now: a 
new part, a new term, was to begin. He gave them 
a special talk’ that morning, ‘and sent them out ito 
teach, and to heal, and do for the crowds what he had 
been doing, 

He called them apostles, sent-ones, missionaries, 
‘* Follow Me’. now meant:-going:to others..': It meant 
more,—fower, power to do for men all the Master 
himself had done. First, power /e// that early morn- 
ing by the lake, now power given. . That was a great 
advance in training. Power had to be felt before it 
could be received. And it-has to be ‘felt before it can 
be used. Only as the power takes hold of our inner 
hearts to the feeling point will it ever take hold of 
others. And _.no life is changed till power takes hold 
to the feeling point. 

But there was a special session of the ‘‘Follow- 
Me"’ school one day, a very serious session (Matt. 
16 :13-28). They had to be shown the red threads 
in the weave of the words, The words had to be held 
under the knife, so they could look into the cut, and 
so see the deeper meaning. ‘‘Follow Me*’ had to 
take deeper hold of them yet, if his power was to get 
the deeper hold of them, and by and by of the needy 
crowds. The very setting of the words gives the new 
meaning tothem. John ‘the Herald had felt the keen 
edge of Herod’ s axe-blade, and was now in the upper 
presence. Jesus was up in ‘the far northern: part ‘be- 
cause of the growing danger Cremasing him by ‘the 
leaders. 

It is the turning-point, where our Lord Jesus begins 
to tell them that he was to suffer. Their ears could 
not take in the words. Suffer? Their dazed eyes 
show that they think they could not have heard 
aright, —Ae to suffer? Whatcouldthismean? They 
hadn't figured on this when they left the nets to fol- 
low. ‘There had ‘been‘a rosy glamour filling impul- 
sive Peter’ s self-confident sky. Now this black storm- 
cloud ! Then to Peter's foolish, foolhardy daring, 
came words spoken with a new intense quietness that 
made the words quiver: ‘‘If any man would come 
after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross, 
daily and follow me.”’ 


** This is Going Too: Far” + 

This was startling to a terrific degree; | Here:was a 
new, strange, perplexing combination, —‘‘ deny him- 
self,’” and ‘*cross,’’ coupled‘ with’ his ** Follow ‘Me.’’ 
What could he mean? This was surely some of his 
intensely figurative language again... Yes, it surely 
was; and it stood for a’ yet intenser experience. 
‘*Follow Me’’ means sacrifice. It means a going 
down as well as a going up. And it proves to mean 
that one can go up in power and service only as far 
as he has gone down in the obedience that includes 
sacrifice. Did Peter take in the meaning that day? 
I think not. : Actions speak louder than words. 

That betrayal night a few short months after, when the 
actual cross was almost in actual sight, he ‘* followed 
him afar off’’ (Matt. 26:58). . Without knowing it, 
that was as far as he had ever really followed thus far. 
He wanted to keep as ‘‘ far off’’ from that cross as 
possible. He always had. He balked at its first 
mention, balked tremendously. Yet he ‘followed.’ 
Poor Peter! He was in a terrible strait betwixt two, 
—this wondrous Master whom he really loved, and 
this threatening cross of nails and thongs and ‘thorns. 
It was a stiff struggle between heart'and flesh, between 
the longing of his heart and the shrinking from pain 
and hardship and shame. 

And Peter’s kinsfolk are still having the same 
struggle. A great many stop here. This is going too 
far! They prefer staying by the easier ‘‘ Follow Me,"’ 
and forgetting this one. Yes, and go on living pow- 
erless lives, and engaging in powerless service, while 
the crowds were never so needy, 

Peter didn’t follow this tl The road was too 
rough. He stumbled and fell badly. Badly? Still 
no worse than many others. When he got up he was 
still facing the same way. You can always tell a man’s 
mettle by she way he faces as he gets up after a bad 
fall. 

Six months or so after, there came another ‘‘ Follow 
Me"’ .to. Peter.:.- -No,-it- wasn’t» another.;. it..was:.the 
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same one, this one he hadn't accepted. Peter was to 
have another opportunity at the same place where he 
fell so badly. How patient our Lord Jesus was,— 
and is. , 

It was one morning just after breakfast—a rare 
breakfast—on the edge of the lake, after as poor a 
night's fishing as that other time (John 21 : 15-19). 
Again the touch of power revealed the Master's pres- 
ence. Again Peter had a special word with the Mas- 
ter while the others are hauling in the fish. Now 
breakfast is over, and the seven are grouped about 
the One, listening. The Lord’s quiet, skilled hand 
touches the heart-meaning of ‘* Follow Me."’ Its real 
meaning is a love meaning. Do you love? Then 
**Follow me."’ . ** Lovest thou me?'’ Then you 
must foliow; your love draws you after, even though 
the path be rough and broken. 

This is the same ‘' Follow me”’ that Peter balked 
at so badly months before. Its meaning had not 
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changed. It would mean a death, Peter is plainly 
told. But now Peter balks no longer. The Master's 
great love had taught him how to love, and now not 
even a cross for himself would or cowld «keep him from 
following close up to such a Master. 

Here is the meaning of ‘‘ Follow Me”’ as it worked 
out in Peter's experience, —acquaintance, a new life, 
schooling, service, a sight of sacrifice, and a balking, 
then—a sight of Jesus on the cross! and then a will- 
ingness to go on, even though it meant the sorest 
sacrifice, This is an etching of the road Peter actu- 
ally went, an etching in black and white, with the 
black very black. Is it a picture of your road? But 
perhaps you have never filled out the last part, —still 
back at that balking-place. 

In the thick of our present life, in the noise and 
din of the street of modern life, comes as of old the 
quiet, clear, insistent call, ‘‘ Follow Me."’ 

Giascow, Kentucky. 





“Harriet Somebody Else” 


By Annie Hamilton Donnell 





OPE ANN tiptoedly retreated to the awed little 
Cooley Clan in the outer room, 

‘I'm scared,"’. Hope Ann scared! ‘She's 
in there packin'—jus’ throwin’ thin's in, an’ ma the 
greatest folder! Look how she folds the clo'es offer 
the clo’ es-horse—"’ 

‘¢An’ scolds us for the way we don't fold 'em,’’ 
echoed Narcissa, excitedly. 

They were all excited and all a-tiptoe. Some mys- 
terious undercurrent was rippling their calm surface 
of life. It was momently roughening to more thanea 
ripple. 

‘¢Ma scares me,’’ Hope Ann repeated. And when 
Hope Ann was scared, things indeed looked precari- 
ous. Six other scared little souls were imminent. 
«¢She never looked roun’ one single! I coughed like 
everythin’ right there.’n the door.”’ 

‘*My goodness !"’ 

Hope Ann whirled upon the exclaimer, her taut 
little nerves a-quiver, ‘* Don’t you stan’ there, Paul- 
ine Blanche Cooley, an’ talk about your goodness! I 
guess you aint got a speck more ’n any the rest of us! 
Afraidy cat, that’s what you are, standin’ here my- 
goodnessin’ an’ makin’ me go find out what's the 
matter with ma. All o’ you 's afraidy cats !’' Where- 
upon, with the inconsistency of* her sex, Hope Ann 
raised a cautioning finger : ‘‘ Don't one o' you dass to 


move—stan’ right stock stillin your shoes, I’m goin’ 
back an’ look ow.’ 
‘Try sneezin, this time, Hopeanny,’ * some one 


timidly ventured, 

‘«] snoze before; besides coughin’.”’ 

‘*Did you sniffle ?’’ 

‘I sniffled,”’ 

‘«My good—, I mean—’’ the little voice trailed out 
unmeaningly. My-goodnessing had definite perils. 

‘¢ Hopeanny, I know what !—you tell her Goosie’s 
cut himself on pa’s jack-knife. Honest, he has.’’ 

‘Is he ddeedin'?”’ 

‘*‘My good—, well, you bet! He's bleedin’ all 
over the kitchen sink. I been out an’ tried to squench 
him.’’ . Pauline Blanche's voice had a virtuous, tak- 
ing-care-of-little-brother sound. 


HIS time Hope Ann returned from her loophole 
flatly on both feet. Tiptoeing was needless dis- 
comfort ;- the little mother in .there,. throwing 

things regardlessly into a.trunk, was to all appearance 
deaf. . 

«*She might ’ve heard me with her ears, but she 
didn’t ‘with her soul,’* Hope Ann reported with a face 
of gloom. ‘She’ never answered. She's willin’ we 
should all bleed. 44a !—oh, my livin’ land!’’ That 
ma should turn the ears of a deaf soul to coughs and 
sneezes, sniffles and d/o00d—the beloved little red 
blood of Goosie! What was this thing that had hap- 
pened to ma? 

In the inner room the packing had proceeded to 
the top of the shabby, tiny trunk. There was no 
more room left, but that did not matter. There were 
.no more clothes left. Ma straightened her creaking 
back and surveyed her handiwork. 

‘«That’s done. I've got twenty minutes left to get 
ready in. I'll stop and engage Arethusa Ring on the 
way to the depot. I ain’t a mite afraid Arethusa 
won't be willin’ to come. I ain't a mite afraid of 
anything any more. I feel like I was changin’ my 


spots—if I don’t hurry off pretty soon I won't be me 
at all, I scare myself.’’ So it was not alone poor 
little Hope Ann that ma scared. 

‘Right in a minute somethin’ in me snapped smack 
off. I heard it snap. I stopped worryin'!'’ She 
gazed at the small lean face confronting her in the 
mirror, She was brushing her thin hair with defiant, 
hurried dabs of the brush. The face she saw was 
startling in its pale intensity. 

‘*Are you ashamed or aren't you ashamed, Harriet 
Cooley? Maybe you azn'¢ Harriet Cooley, or won't 
be next minute. Maybe you're almost Harriet Some- 
body Else. I don’t feel on speakin’ terms with. you, 
as far as you've got zow. I do’ know what to make 
of a woman that’s sick an’ tired of her own children 
—there, I'm goin’ to put my bonnet on an” séarz. It's 
most time for Martin Edwards’ stage to, pame along. 
I'll get Martin to strap my trunk.”’ i 

She left the littered room without: a: glanee at its 
untidiness ; surely she had passed the boundary be- 
tween Harriet Cooley and Harriet Somebody, Else. 
Quite calmly she threaded the little mob of children 
in —_ outer room and made her. way. downstairs, 


OME on,’’ whispered Hope Ann, agitatedly. 

‘« Le’s go see what she does next. She's got 

her bonnet on sideways—she never noticed 
Goosie’s blood !’’ 

‘¢*An’ I'm all over: it,’’ snuffled outraged Goosie. 
When before, in his minute span of years, had he 
been all over blood and ma not noticed? ‘With his 
cut fingers extended stiffly before him in as prominent 
and appealing a position as possible, he tagged lugu- 
briously after his brothers and sisters. The solemn 
little file trailed down behind ma in her tilted bonnet 
and impassive mood. _ In the hall below the file de- 
ployed and stood in silent waiting for the unexpected 
that was sure to come. 

A neighbor's stout figure turned in at the Cooley 
gate and came plumply, smilingly, up the steps. 
Through the open front door she beheld a curious 
sight. 

‘*Well, if I don’t declare !’’ Her voice, too, was 
plump, with the effect of rounding the corners of 
speech easily and smoothly. ‘‘ You look as if you 
was goin’ away, Harriet Cooley. Of ail people in the 
world !"’ 

‘¢I am goin’,”’ returned the militant little figure in 
wry headgear, but she was no longer Harriet Cooley. 
She regarded the neighbor with the indifferent gaze 
she had bestowed upon the little Cooley Clan. Neigh- 
bors—children—she was dully indifferent to all alike. 
The good, homely out-of-doors that flowed up about 
the plain lite house she did not appear to see at/all. 
Her sweet peas climbed awkwardly over the lattice of 
twine she had painstakingly made for them ; they 
were in riotous, gorgeous bloom. Her early roses 
were budding—her pansies, her sweet late white 
lilacs ; she did not see. A little broken dog she had 
mended with all her loving and ‘tender skill limped 
up the steps and petitioned her in vain. 

‘Goin’ away— well, if I don't declare! I'd as 
soon think of the meetin’-house puttin’ on its bonnet 
an’ goin’ away from home! A woman with seven 
kitin’ children —"’ 

The calm voice 
said to go. I'm 


‘*The doctor 
anticipating, the 


gently interrupted : 
goin’. No,”’ 
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neighbor's next query, ‘‘ I don’t know how long I'm 
goin’ to stay. Long enough to get a change—I guess 
a month or so,’ 

‘Phe seven kiting children gasped, larger and lesser 
gasps, according to the degree of their several dis- 
mays. The gasp of Goosie was deep and prolonged 
snuffily. 

*¢ Probably as long as Cousin Beulah Simonds will 
keep me. I'm goin’ to my cousin: Beulah’s in the 
city. There's Martin Edwards’ stage comin’ now."’ 


HE neighbor with true delicacy bade a hasty good- 
by, and billowed plumply away. So stupendous 
an event as the meetin’ -hou—as Harriet Cooley’s 

taking leave must be sacred to the family circle. 
Seven children to cry over. 

‘If I don't declare!’’ the bewildered neighbor 
mumbled, 

But ma was not crying over her seven children. 
The same curiously still look was in her face—the 
stopped, snapped-oif look, She superintended the 
old stage-driver's removal of the tiny trunk and its 
strapping. She settled her bonnet a little, buttoned 
her shiny black coat, and took up her little hand-bag. 

** Ain't you goin’ to kiss us ?’’ burst out Hope Ann, 
beyond all self-control. All her separate little freckles 
stood out like multitudinous brown islands on the 
stormy little sea of her face. 

‘Ain't you goin’ to warn us?"’ 

‘¢An’ say when we must go to bed an’ not to forget 
our teeth ?"’ 

‘Or tell Goosie not to touch pa’s knife—"’ 

Goosie himself, gory and indignant, made his own 
demand : 

** Ain’t you a-goin’ to cry ?’’ 

‘I’ve got to hurry,’’ Harriet Somebody Else said 
in her still, calm voice. ‘* Stand up in a row an’ I'll 
kiss you.”’ 

One at a time she did it down the little flight of 
stairs. There was blood on the lower stair, but she 
did not cringe at sight of it nor cry out, ‘* Darling."’ 
So she went away. 

‘‘Well, anyway,’’ Hope Ann defended, ‘she’s got 
a right to stop lovin’ us—she's our mother. Now, 
you children, all o’ you stop lookin’ like that !’’ But 
Hope Ann was lookin’ like that, too, ‘‘ I’m the old- 
est, an’ I'll see what I can do, Goosie, I'll hold you 
a:little.teeny while, but I’m goin’ to clean you first. 
We.all got just a few hours to live before Arethusa 
Ring gets here, an’ then I guess we'll die. There's 
one. thing— she’ll—she’ll lay us out straight!”’ 
Hope Ann’s mind's eye visioned the stern and yield- 
less countenance of Arethusa Ring. She tried to turn 
the awful prospect into a joke, but no one laughed. 
Ma had spoiled them for any one but ma. _ Loving, 
cuddling, dear ma—what had become of her? It 
was like the stopping of the clock in their little room 
of life.; they missed the steady, patient ticking that 
had marked off all the hours of all their days, It was 
terribly still in their little room. 

‘«Come on,’’ Hope Ann said bravely. 
bility sat heavily on her. ‘‘Come on, le’s all go do 
somethin’ ! Till I think of somethin’ else we'll all 
go wash our han’s, Reg’larly scrub ’em—see who 
gets theirs the whitest! Ma’d like it—I mean—that 
is—ma would have liked it once.”’ 

In the stage Harriet Somebody Else thought strange 
thoughts, She sank back on the swaying old seat, a 
limp and exhausted little creature. Stopping was 
wearying work. But her plans must be made. She 
had not had time to do that. She put aside fatigue 


for the time being. 
” ™ GOIN’ 
cars,’’ she thought, ‘an’ buy a newspaper an’ 
a magazine. I’m goin’ to lean back an’ read, 
I hope there won't be any little children—if there's 
children I'm goin’ to sit back to.’’ Suddenly she 
clasped her thin hands. Her eyes closed. 

‘Lord, let all the children stay at home to-day,’’ 
she prayed. ‘Only let their folks be travelin’. I’ve 
got to have a change.’’ 

Other diversions occurred to her, and she made a 
mental note of them on her program of things that 
she was going to do. One of them elicited a pale 
smile. 

‘‘T’m goin’ to have my boots blacked ! !’? She put 
out a small, worn shoe, guiltless of blacking, and re- 
garded it thoughtfully. ‘‘I never did, but I’m goin’ 
to. I hope I shan’t forget an’ set him up in the chair 
an’ black him—if he’s little I know I shall!’’ She 
sighed. If it had not seemed so sacrilegious she 
would have closed her eyes again and prayed that he 
might not be a little bootblack. 

In the day coach she settled herself rather heavily 
on the seat that she came to first. She had succeeded 


(Continued on page 634) 
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to spread out over two seats on the 
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of eae Japanese castaways borne by the Japan 
current from their native land to the far-distant 

_ shores of America, near the mouth of the Colum- 
bia, where they and their quaint junk found rest after 
fourteen months of scurvy and death—‘‘ forty moons’’ 
it seemed to them—were the nucleus of Protestant 
Christian effort for Japan. Taught by China mis- 
sionaries and carried by an American Christian back 
to their fatherland in the hope that the expedition 
might be a help in opening the empire to the gospel, 
they and four other Japanese were denied admission 
and returned to China in 1837, where a little later 
they became the firstfruits of the Protestant Japanese 
church, 

Eccentric Ranald McDonald, aged twenty-three, 
had himself left adrift in a small boat off the coast of 
Japan in 1848, with the apparent desire of doing mis- 
sionary work in a land which had prohibited Christian 
missions that had flourished three centuries before 
under the fiery zeal of Xavier and his successors, 
Though he testified to his Christian faith before rulers, 
his testimony was fruitless, and soon thereafter he was 
rescued by our good ship Preble. Even the zealous 
Jonathan Goble, who joined the marines that. he 
might go with Commodore Perry on the expedition of 
1853-1854 which opened the hermit gates to Western 
light and knowledge, accomplished little in person on 
Japanese soil, while his protegé, Sam Patch—Sentaro 
was his Japanese name—did even less for. the Prot- 
estant cause before his body was laid in a Shidzuoka 
cemetery beneath a stone cross, 


as speaking of Christian achievements of the year, 
it should be remembered that ‘though ‘evan- 
gelical missions have dated from)'the six stalwarts 
of three Protestant Boards who began the propaganda 
in the summer and fall of 1859, it is an enterprise 
which formally dates from the first’ « Church’ ‘of Christ 
in Japan,’’ which came into existence on March “ro, 
1872. We are thus dealing with a work which has 
had a formal life of only forty years. The niné young 
men and the two of middle age who constittited the 
first Protestant Japanese Church were converts of three 
missions ; the Church Missionary Society of England, 
and the Northern Presbyterian and the Dutch Re- 
formed Boards of America. That initial church was 
typical of the work to-day ; for its members had ‘prac- 
tically enunciated a view which dominates Japanese 
missions still, when they declared in the first article 
of their constitution : ‘Our church does not belong 
to any sect whatever ; it believes only in the name of 
Clirist, in whom all are one ; it believes that all who 
take the Bible as their guide and who diligently study 
it are the servants of Christ and our brethren. For 
this reason all believers on earth belong to the family 
of Christ in the bonds of brotherly love."’ Hence 
you will to-day find the chronicles of Christianity pre- 
sented annually in ‘*The Christian Movement in 
Japan,’’ published for the ‘‘ Conference of Federated 
Missions in Japan.”’ 


HIS union undoubtedly brings strength. An item 
of prime importance has been undertaken this 
last year—I speak of a year which runs back 

into 1912 and ends approximately last July. _It vitally 
affects Japan’s Christian leadership, To-day there 
are only three imperial university graduates in the 
Christian ministry, and there is no Christian college 
which ranks scholastically above the university's pre- 
paratory departments, Worse still, university gradu- 
ates do not consider that any Christian divinity school 
is of high enough grade to justify their entering it. 
Imagine America without any Christian college or 
university or theological seminary whose academic 
standing was high enough to induce Christian leaders 
to enter those schools. A Luther, a Wesley, a Phillips 
Brooks must bea man whose opportunities for intellec- 
tual and theological training are of the best ; they 
imply Erfurt, Oxford, Harvard. Hence the mission- 
aries have established a Central Christian University 
Promoting Committee, and Dr. Schneder and Pro- 
fessor Haden have forcefully advocated this impert- 
ant advance. Co-operative specialization in higher 
schools and a federated seminary for theological stu- 
dents are preliminary steps that are being agitated. 
The Christian Literature Society is another child of 
co-operation and federation. Its nine strong mem- 
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Is Japan Ready for a Christian Awakening ? 
What the past year with its new missionary movements means) , 
to a mation whose material advance has so outeun fee cofetinnl 


Seen from the Missionary Watch. Tower, by 
‘Professor Harlan P. Beach, D.D., F.R.G. S. 





bers, aided by a Japanese Advisory Board, are now at 
work with the aim of producing and circulating litera- 
ture suited to the needs of Christian and non-Christian 
When it is remembered that Japan isa 
literate nation, with a higher percentage of its children 
of school-going age in those schools than in any other 
non-Christian land ; that 34,123 books and 2,768 
periodicals were published in 1910; and’ that the 
Japanese are still largely untouched by Christianity, — 

this new society is sure to yield large results. Itis an 
absolutely necessary antidote to Occidental books in- 
culcating agnostic, materialistic, and pantheistic doc- 


|trines which have been translated and eagerly read. 
‘The irreligious:spirit and immora}: life- of much;of ; 
non-Christian Christendom and its revolt against ‘all 
‘that is highest and best in the West, are widely known 
in Japan, being proclaimed by the daily press and * 


monthly magazines, by hundreds of Japanese who 
have studied in the West, and by the lives of thou- 
sands of Occidentals who have either passed wet 
or, settled in Japan.”’ 

An experiment of the last few months that promises 
great things for Christianity is called. ‘* Newspaper 
Evangelism,’’ and..emanates from the Oita Hall of 
Eternal Life under, Mr. Pieter’s wise superintendency. 
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Missionary Jottings from Japan 


The Forces For and Against.—In 1912 there were 948 
missionaries working im the Protestant missions in Japan, 
and''I ,656 Japanese men and women were ‘also in their 
setvice!' Shintoism had 74,619 preachers and teachers on 
the‘religious side of ‘that cult ; while Buddhism’s thirteen 
denominations and fifty-seven sects had 180,129 priests and 
nuns,. of, whom 53,081 are residing priests, 


Threé'Great Steps.—Sixty years ago Commodore Perry 
arrived in Yedo Bay to open Japan’s gates to Westerners, 
which was, consummated in 1854. Forty years ago, in 
1873, the edict, boards against Christianity were removed 
from public, places,.and a convention of missionaries met 
at ¥Ypkohama.and passed resolutions on Scripture transla- 
tion and church union, Ten years ago all Protestant 
Christians began to sing together the common songs of their 
Christian Union Hymnal, 


 Judson’s Life.—In this Judson centennial year, it is in- 
teresting to note that his son’s life of Judson has been 
translated into Japanese as the first biography of the new 
Christian Literature Society’s list.. Judson’s remarkable 
heroism and his fervent and rich soul life are the reasons 
for its selection. 


Does Tokyo Love Church-Going ?—On Sunday, July 
3, the attendance at nineteen of the most important of 
Tokyo’s eighty Protestant churches averaged 108. The 
estimated attendance at all of them was over five thousand, 
which with the city’s two million inhabitants means that 
one person out of four hundred attended church on a giver 
Sunday morning. 


The Ancestor Obstacle.—The Rev. Dr. Ebina, as re- 
ported in a recent issue of the Japan Advertiser, con- 
tends that the Japanese cult of ancestors is an obstacle, 
without the removal of which Japan cannot hope to mingle 
freely with the other nations, 


The Salvation Army as a Healer.—The Salvation 
Army reports that for the year their doctors and nurses had 
19,124 patients, visited 20,055 homes, and held 389 meet- 
ings, attended by 6,841 persons. Dr. Bliss of the Episco- 
pal Board well says : ‘‘ The need for medical missions in 
Japan has not passed ; nor will it pass until the time comes 
when there will be no need for Christian hospitals in any 
country.”’ 


The 1916 World’s Convention.—It will be remem- 
bered that at the Zurich Sunday School Convention the in- 
vitation was given to hold its 1916 convention in Tokyo. 
The invitation was heartily accepted. 


Buddhists and the Bible.—The Bible in parts or com- 
plete was sold or donated to the number of 373,656 copies 
during the year 1912. The Buddhists are particularly in- 
terested in our Scriptures, the priests being especially fond 
of John. One of them recently bought fifty copies to 
be given to the young priests under his charge, to be read 
with him. 


What Do These Figures Mean ?—The full members 
of Protestant churches in Japan reported in 1913 number 
73,226 ; organized churches, 831, of which 186 are wholly 
self-supporting ; 1,588 Sunday-schools with an attendance 
of 106,580 ; amount of money raised by Japanese churches 
for all purposes during the year, yen 318,897, or about 
$159,449.” 


‘ 


Newspaper space is paid for, and in it are printed 
passages of Scripture, brief and telling tracts, and in- 
teresting articles on Christian themes, including im- 
portant doctrines. An offer to send literature to those 
applying, a system of keeping in touch with such read- 
ers, etc,, make this a unique missionary experiment. 


APAN in theearly years of Western contact forbade 
aliens from living outside treaty cities, That and 
other causes have congested the cities with mis- 

sionary influences. Tokyo probably has more resident 
missionaries to-day than any other city—over 300 all 
told. Now that missionaries may reside anywhere in 
the empire, a study is being made of the distribution 
of Christian forces in order ‘to produce the greatest 
efficiency. It was ascertained that there are twenty 
préfectures in which each evangelistic missionary lad 
from 200,000 to 911,000 ih his parish, so to speak ; 
also that in twenty-two prefectures each Japanese 
evangelistic worker had a constituency of from 51,000 
to 142,000. This means,’ the Continuation Committee 
Conference of last April states, that the present Japa- 
nese force of 1, 366 evangelistic’ workers should be in- 
creased fourfold in order that there may be one to 
every 10,000 people. '' The foreign evangelistic force 
should be increased by about 474, that there may be 
one foreign worker in this department to every 60,000 
of the population. With these recruits properly  sta- 
tioned in the Snialler towns and cities; much may be 
expected. The figures for the whole country, as given 
by Mr. G. W. Fulton, ‘are + one evangelistic mission- 
ary to 126,323 people ; one Japanese preacher to'§0, - 
780 people ; one Japanese’ évangelist to 37,542 ; one 
Japanese ‘Christiai) to 968 people’; and one’ meeting- 
place to every 25; 437 of the population. 

The visit of the‘-Men and Religion Forward Move- 
ment representatives has been oie of ‘the most fruitful 
influences during the vear under consideration. | When 
one recalls that after those eleven charter-mempbers of 
the first Protestant church in Japan returned from the 
first service and spent two hours im'singing over and 
over again ‘‘ Jesus loves’ me,*’ one: will. realize that 
the song ministry of the quartette was greatly appre- 
ciated. As for the work of Messrs. Smith and Rob- 
bins, a Japanese missionary writes : ‘‘ They brought 
into balanced combination six of the chief aspects of 
Christian life and service, and showed that the church 
could not maintain its vitality and could not influence 
the world around it as it should without making use of 
all six lines of activity,—namely, evangelism, social 
service, Bible study, work for boys, missions, home 
and foreign, and inter-church co-operation, especially 
in community evangelism.’’ 


NOTHER red-letter event was the coming of Dr. 
Mott and his associates of the Edinburgh Confer- 
ence Continuation Committee, described in a pre- 

vious article of the Missionary Watch Tower. In five 
cities he and Mr. Sherwood Eddy addressed student 
audiences. with such marked power that 2,655 inquir- 
ers were enrolled, 803 of whom have definitely accepted 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. All of them sig- 
nified their purpose to seek and follow Christ through 
prayer and Bible study. Among the number were 76 
Koreans and 380 Chinese. Missionaries of many 
years’ experience say that never: before.in.so short a 
time have so many of the students of Japan sought 
Jesus as their leader and Saviour. 

Yet the great mass of unreached Japanese, the forty 
millions living in the rural districts, are still unshep- 
herded. Well does Mr. Brokaw. cry out,: ‘‘ We. need 
a Philip to hear the voice of the Spirit to go to the 
village, to find his man, and to teach him. Christ."’ 
He has himself secured an automobile, and in one 
year’s use reports that, beside a full calendar of other 
work, he has gone at least once to 223 hitherto un- 
worked villages and hamlets, has visited 351 old places, 
has distributed over 63,000 pieces of literature, and 
with assistants has spoken on 175 more occasions than 
during the previous automobile-less year, Mr. Brokaw 
out-rivals Philip and the eunuch's chariot, though he 
insists that individual work for individuals is the re- 
warding evangelism. Other items of Christian pro- 
gress for the year can best be presented in the ‘*jot- 
tings’’ on this page. Japan is rapidly advancing ; 
Christianity is not progressing with equal strides, 
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(Continued from page 632) 

after a little struggling in turning the seat ahead to 
face her ; she must not forget her program. It was 
with a definite effort that she finally looked about the 
car. The new set of nerves that belonged with her 
new personality of Harriet Somebody Else tweaked 
and twinged at the thought of little children, She 
quivered in her seat.. If a baby should cry— 

A tiny, sharp, insistent wail was coming to her ear, 
was coming nearer. It passed her in the aisle and 
went on. She saw the little long-draped, white em- 
bodiment of it borne into one of the seats ahead, Her 
prayer had not been answered. 

A woman passed her in the car-aisle, trailing a pair 
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of little children, Goosie-tall, Goosie- sweet. 
sobbed in her throat. 

‘*I got to have a change! I got to have a change! 
she groaned. ‘* The doctor said if I‘didwt—’' Her 
thought refused to go farther. What the doctor said 
might happen if she didn’t, she had put away with the 
firmness of that former self, Harriet Cooley. She had 
set herself this difficult task of ‘* having a change." 
It had required all her resolution to bring about this 
thing that she was doing, but she had accomplished 
it—she was sitting here in the midst of accomplish- 
ment. Was that wailing little cry to spoil all? Those 
little children that looked like Goosie ? 

(To be concluded ) 


Ma 





Touring Palestine in 1900 B.C. 


What a Palestine Tourist Would Need to Know in Patriarchal 7 
By Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 











Bedouin herds, the shepherd’s flocks, the farmer’s fields, and twentieth century locomotives, all 
within sight of the modern traveler in one small land, would be hard to conceive if they did not 


actually exist. 


Dr. Kyle takes us back to the Palestine that Israel knew before coming to Goshen, 


and there is seen the same sort of strange complexity. And this is found to be the key to many 


supposed di 


HAT a Palestine tourist would need to know in 
patriarchal days is not a very practical ques- 
tion in present-day travel, but is a very prac- 

tical question in present-day biblical study, which is 
making many excursions into patriarchal Palestine. 
The correct answer to that question will greatly illumi- 
nate the patriarchal journeys, and make patriarchal 
life an open book to us. Our last study together in 
patriarchal history closed with these words: ‘* Thus 
Palestine is a province of Babylonia as the patriarchal 
history begins.’’ This one sentence is quite sufficient 
introduction td a patriarchal Baedeker, a hand-book 
of what a tourist of that time would need to know. 

As Palestine was at that time a province of Baby- 
lonia our tourist will need to know a good many things 
Babylonian. Nevertheless we will need to make 
haste slowly with that idea, It will not do to con- 
clude that a Babylonian province was. wholly Baby- 
lonian, or even very much Babylonian. It might be 
scarcely Babylonian at all in character. Just here 
emerges the principle which imperatively demands 
this study upon which we enter now. How much 
does a foreign domination mean in terms of manners, 
customs and laws, refinement and culture? There is 
no determining principle that will guide us to an 
answer to that question, The facts must be found 
singly. The answer in one case is of little or no use 
in finding the answet (in any other case. Little, if 
anything, may be assumed according to any theory. 
The influence of a foreign domination can only be 
learned by actual observation in each case. 


What Has Happened to Conquered Nations 

Let us consider some of the many things which do 
actually take place at one time or another under for- 
eign domination. Sometimes the foreign power con- 
tents itself with making the native ruler a vassal, and 
requiring tokens of vassalage. This seems to have 
been the subjugation of Mesha, king of Moab, by the 
house of Omri, king of Israel. Sometimes a new 
native ruler is set up in place of the old one, who, 
because it has been foreign domination that has made 
him, is the more likely to be meekly subservient. 
Such was the course pursued by Pharaoh Necho 
when he came back from Carehemish the first time, 
dethroned Jehoahaz and put Jehoiakim in his stead, 

Sometimes a foreign ruler is sent to administer the 
province under native laws and customs, as the As- 
syrians under Esarhaddon first attempted to do in Egypt 
when they had conquered the Pharaohs. And some- 
times there is attempted by foreign domination a com- 
plete change of régime, as well as of rulers, though 
still retaining native princes in vassal position, as 
the Persians later did in Egypt, and as Great Britain 
has done in India. Still again, sometimes there is a 
new court language introduced, as the Romans intro- 
duced the Latin everywhere and the Normans intro- 
duced French into England. Sometimes the new 
language displaces the old, as the Latin displaced the 
Gallic in France ; sometir és it utterly fails to do so, 
as the Latin failed to displace the Teutonic in the Ger- 
man provinces of the Roman empire ; and sometimes 
the new tongue is incorporated with and assimilated 
by the old, as the Norman-French in England by the 
modern English tongue. Then, sometimes there is a 


culties in the Bible narrative. 


complete transformation in refinement and culture 
for the better, as there seems to have been among the 
Hyksos rulers in Egypt; and sometimes, alas, the 
dominant people fall a prey to the evil seductions of 
the conquered peoples and fall below their former 
state, as the cultured Spanish in the Western world. 

In fact, so diverse are the results of foreign domi- 
nation that-no rule for development or against it is 
worth anything whatever where so many courses are 
open to arbitrary action. So no theory of develop- 
ment, no speculation, is worth anything coneerning 
what a Palestine tourist would need to know in patri- 
archal days. We must, see for ourselves the. facts of 
foreign domination in that land in those days., » From 
actual observation we shall endeavor to learn of the 
manners, customs and laws now, and reserve the 
pleasanter things of refinement and culture to,another 
time. IBN 

The Bible reveals to us the semi-nomadi¢ life of 
the patriarchs. . It-is a fair presumption that they 
were not the only persons allowed by thé population 
to lead such a lifé in that land at that~ time.’ There 
must have been other such beside the few who came 
to have important place in the religious history of the 
world. There have been those, indeed, there still 
are those, who have seen in the patriarchs and their 
like only wild men of the desert, roving freebooters, 
pure nomads, having, indeed, a certain dignity in 
their lawlessness, which yet was, after all, untamed 
lawlessness, Strange to say, this view has been held 
by scholars widely at variance in their theological 
and critical views. While it has been found most 
convenient by some to work into the evolutionary 
theory of, the history of Israel, it has also been held 
by others of very different views. Professor George 
Adam Smith recently argued most vigorously for this 
view against Professor Eerdmans, who holds views 
of, to say the least, a very far-away speculative sort, 
much removed from the evangelical circle. 

But a caretul attention to the biblical narrative con- 
vinces most people that the patriarchs were semi- 
nomads, and that they lived in an agricultural land, 
not in a region of wandering, lawless bands, The 
domestic scene about Abraham's tent is that of a 
home that was a settled abiding-place, not a tempo- 
rary encampnient. The whole narrative gives the 
impression that he was a fixture in that community. 
Moreover, it was a community in which property 
rights were fully recognized. Abraham himself pur- 
chased, in a most orderly way, a possession from the 
Hittites for a burial-place. The picture of Isaac is 
rather the picture of a farmer than of a shepherd. 
He ‘‘ sowed in that land’’ and ‘‘received in one year 
an hundredfold.’"’ Having twice retreated from con- 
tention over wells, he at last dug one by which he 
could be ‘‘ fruitful in the land.”’ 

The sons of Jacob drove their flocks about with a 
Strange freedom, vet it was an agricultural land in 
which they wandered, as the dreams of young Joseph 
plainly indicate. Observation and experience only 
supply the stuff that dreams are made of: the 
Eskimo child does not dream of lying under palm- 
trees and throwing stones at the monkeys for cocoa- 
nuts. And Joseph dreamed of sheaves inthe harvest- 
field because he knew about harvest-fields. Then, 
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when, long afterwards, prime-minister of Egypt, 
Joseph told his brothers to tell Pharaoh ‘‘ Thy serv- 
ants’ '’ trade has been about cattle from their youth 
up even until now, both we and also our fathers, 
that they might dwell in the land of Goshen and be 
the favorites of the ‘‘Shepherd Kings,’’ Joseph 
feared that his brothers might make mention of their 
agricultural pursuits, and so cautioned them. 

Thus the Bible represents that the patriarchs kept 
flocks and herds, with which they roamed about from 
place to place with a remarkable freedom of move- 
ment, as though the choice of the land was before 
them, as, indeed, seems expressly stated at the part- 
ing of Lot from Abraham, Abraham said, ‘‘Is not 
the whole land before thee?’’ On the other hand, 
it is equally manifest that the patriarchs not only 
lived in an agricultural land, but that they themselves 
engaged in farming, so that there must have been in 
the land a civilization of that stability necessary to 
agricultural pursuits, such stability and permanence 
as would secure the harvest to the plowman. 

Such complex conditions of life present an enigma, 
Was such varied life of the patriarchs consistent with 
a high or a low state of civilization? Formerly 
opinion generally shut its eyes to the manifest de- 
mands of the agricultural life in the land, and con- 
cluded that the wanderlust of the patriarchs abso- 
lutely demanded a low state of civilization, and some, 
as we have seen, still adhere to that view. The 
actual facts as revealed by archeological discovery of 
Palestine life in patriarchal days, and also observa- 
tion of precisely the same complex facts of life to be 
seen in present-day Palestine, and these facts only, 
can make clear the character of the patriarchal life. 


Was Canaan a Wild Land ? 

The facts xow will prepare us to understand and 
accept and appreciate the facts hen. Palestine is 
to-day -an agricultural land. The land tenure is 
peculiar and complex and somewhat uncertain, ac- 
cording to Western ideas ; nevertheless, it is suffi- 
ciently stable to secure an ever-increasingly good 
cultivation of the land. ‘Fhe plowman may expect to 
reap the harvest, and possessions are transferred from 
one owner to another. Yet the Bedouin are in the 
land, as ofold. The Bedouin are not patriarchs, but 
the. patriarchs. were. Bedouin, who wandered about 
just as do.these that we.see in the land to-day. I have 
come, suddenly upon their fat herds and their black 
tents -hidden away in some sequestered spot on the 
slopes of Carmel, while, on the same occasion, from 
the height of the mountain I have looked down and 
wondered at the great herds roaming over the Plain 
of Esdraelon in the lush pastures, by the edge of the 
wheat, and where the screaming whistle of the rail- 
road_ locomotive rushed among them twice or thrice 
a day. . And again, away down the rich valley of the 
Jordan, I have suddenly come upon a great flock of 
sheep following their dusky shepherd and pasturing 
at their. will. The cemplex puzzle of patriarchal 
Civilization is thus seen to-day before our very eyes. 
It is a fresh illustration of the compatibility of facts. 
Such civilization seems incredible ; but whatever. is 
is possible, however enigmatical and impracticable it 
may seem. . 

We are quite prepared then to find similar enig- 
matical conditions in Palestinian civilization of patri- 
archal days, and so will not stumble at the accept- 
ance of all the facts, The Tel el-Amarna tablets 
enable us to look in upon the manners and customs 
a little after the patriarchal period, and while Israel 
was in bondage in Egypt. It was still provincial 
Canaan, but the suzerainty. had shifted from Baby- 
lonia te Egypt, though Babylonian manners and cus- 
toms still prevailed to such an extent that even the 
royal Egyptian correspondence was carried on in the 
Babylonian language and script, not in the Egyptian 
hieroglyphs. The land is no wild land of a few wan- 
dering shepherds. There are ‘‘ capital cities’? and 
‘* provincial cities,’’ ‘fortresses,’’ ‘‘towns,’’ and 
‘*villages.’’ The region about Beyrout was a center 
for the growth of the mulberry then as now. The 
rich plains were sown to grain and the slopes planted 
with the olive. Irrigation was used in the rich gar- 
dens. All this makes the picture, not of the roving 
place for wild ‘mien of the desert, but of a well-ordered 
agricultural land, with the stable laws necessary to the 
existence of such a community. 

Then, these laws are now better known to us than 
the land itself of thatday. The Code of Hammurabi 
was the law of his great empire in the days of Abra- 
ham, and ‘* the land of the Amorite,’’ Canaan, was a 
province of that great empire. When this code, pro- 
mulgated in the far-away eastern capital of the em- 
pire, is held up as a mitror to the hitherto seemingly 

(Continued on page 641) 


1913 


SyPt, 

serv- 
youth 
thers, 
id be 
oseph 

their 


kept 
| from 
move- 
before 
: part- 
Is not 
hand, 
| only 
selves 
sen in 
ary to 
nence 


figma, 
it with 
rmerly 
est de- 
i con- 
abso- 
some, 
The 
very of 
serva- 
to be 
s only, 
life. 


id and 
tine is 
ure is 
in, ac- 
; suffi- 
y good 
pect to 
d from 
in the 
hs, but 
_ about 
I have 
» black 
on the 
1, from 
vA and 
e Plain 
‘of the 
he rail- 
thrice 
; of the 
lock of 
sturing 
jarchal 
y eyes. 
f facts. 
ever is 
cable it 


r enig- 
f patri- 
accept- 
tablets 
~ustoms 
e Israel 
ovincial 
Baby- 
nd cus- 
ven the 
n in the 
gyptian 
‘Ww wan- 
s’’ and 
.* and 
a center 
; The 
planted 
ch gar- 
. roving 
ordered 
'y to the 


us than 
umurabi 
f Abra- 
1, wasa 
de, pro- 
the em- 
emingly 


oo pe AON 0 


olin 8 nnn ret 





LESSON FOR NOV. 2 (Num. 22: 1 to 23: 10) 
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A School that Eagerly Welcomes Temperance Day 


The secret of a school whose Juniors ask, “ Why do we hive’ to wait 
so long for Temperance Sunday ?” is shown in this analysis conducted - 
Mecetisseme etc. hn 7 Tianna thon dine are tadher patbeneal 


By Bert Cashman, Office Secretary of 
the World’s Sunday School Association 





by aero is at least one Sunday-school superintend- 
ent in Chicago who believes that temperance 

should be taught every day in the year. His 
ideal is that formation is better than re-formation. 
He believes that it is worth while to teach tem- 
perance at Sunday-school, at teachers’-meetings, at 
the boys’ and girls’ clubs, and on the playground. 
Especially does he think it worth while, however, to 
‘emphasize the regular Temperance Day which has 
been set apart by the International Sunday School 
Association for the universal observance of North 
America’s 175,000 Sunday-schools. 


Concerning the School.—The wide-awake, up-to- 
date superintendent referred to -is Leslie J. Dodds. 
The Sunday-school which he serves, the Oakland 
Methodist Episcopal, was organized forty-two years 
ago, and has the honor of being the parent of the 
present active church. At that time it was outside of 
Chicago, but now Chicago has extended for miles 
beyond. 

The school is thoroughly organized and graded ac- 
cording to the International standard. The average 
attendance is about 450, and the enrolment 700. 
The average offering is $20, with offerings for special 
purposes the first Sunday of each month. 

Practical publicity is not forgotten, The church 
bulletin, home visitation, and special advertising, as 
occasion may demand, are all used. 

A special program is prepared by the superintend- 
ent for every Sunday, the orchestral music and hymns 
being carefully selected to harmonize with ‘the subject 
to be emphasized, and the pastor is always present 
on the platform to take part in the services of the 
school, 


“Observing iisiiemibis Sunday.—The school plans 
‘for Tempérance Sunday for weeks in advance. When 
the:day ‘finally comes the lesson is illustrated by: ob- 
jects, pictures, and experiments. Many of the object- 
lessons are from a scientific. point of view, showing 
the effects of alcohol upon the different organs of the 
body.’' A full-sized physiological ‘chart, which’ is 
always of interest to the school, is prominently dis- 
played, and with it the brain, stomach, heart, liver, or 
other part of an animal is used to show what scientific 
research has demonstrated, beyond question, is the 
effect of alcohol upon it. Most of this work is done 
with children of the Junior and Intermediate depart- 
ments. It is always followed by pledge-sigwing, 
which is carefully explained by the teacher and rever- 
ently done by the children. Each person signing the 
pledge has a copy to take home, and a duplicate is 
kept to string on ribbons for wall decoration on Tem- 
perance Day only. 

‘The following temperance exercise is one‘that has 
been successfully used in the Oakland school : 


Temperance Exercise 
Twelve Classes With Banners Salute 


1.:Our Frac: ‘I pledge allegiance to my flag and to 
the republic for which it stands, one nation ‘indivisible 
with liberty and justice for all,’’ 

2. CONQUEST FLAG: ‘ To the flag that represents the 
a for Christ’ I pledge my love, my loyalty, my 

e.’’ 

3. W. C. T. U. BANNER: ‘**For God and Home and 
ae Land’ I pledge my word, my prayer, my helping 

nd.”’ 


Teetotalers (Class 1).—Wine is a mocker, strong drink 

. eRe and whosoever erreth thereby is not wise (Prov. 
: 1). 

ae Temperance League (Class 2).—Look not thou 
upon the wine when it is red, when it sparkleth in the cup, 
when it goeth down smoothly. At the last it biteth like a 
serpent, and stingeth like an adder (Prov. 23 : 31, 32). 

Young Crusaders (Class 3).—Woe to him that buildeth 
a: town S with blood, and establisheth a city by iniquity! 
(lab. 2 : 12), 

Touch Not Band (Class 4).—Handle not, nor taste, nor 
touch (Col. 2 : 21). 

Band of Hope (Class 5).—But let us, since we are of the 
day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love ; 
and for a helmet, the hope of salvation (1 Thess. 5 : &). 

Danie?’s Band (Class 6).—Daniel purposed in his heart 
that he would not defile himself with the king’s dainties, 
nor with the wine which he drank (Dan. 1 : 8). 

Sonc: ‘* Dare to be a Daniel.’’ 


Temperance Heroes (Class 7).—Woe unto him that giv- 


eth his neighbor drink, and makest him drunken also 
(Hab. 2 : 15). : 

Knights of the Golden Rule (Class 8).—Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself (Lev: 19: 15). 

King’s Daughters (Class 9).—Our daughters as corner- 
stones hewn after the fashion of a palace (Psa. 144 : 12). 

Armor Bearers (Class 10).—-Put on the whole armor of 
God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil (Eph. 6 : 11). 

Frances Willard Band (Class 11).—He that will, let 
him take the water of life freely (Rev. 22 : 17). 

Purity Band (Class 12).—Blessed are the pure in heart : 
for they shall see God (Matt. 5 : 8). 

All.—We will triumph in thy salvation, and in the name 
of our God we will set up our banners (Psa. 20: 5). 

SonG: Solo and chorus, 


BATTLE SonG: From ‘* Marching Songs for Young Cru- 
saders, No. 3.” 


An Honor Roll..—The school has an honor-roll, 


of several hundred temperance names framed and 
hanging on the wall for permanent record. 


Publicity Leaflets are used for home reading from 


‘tthe Woman's Christian Temperance Union, the Anti- 


Saloon League, the Anti-Cigarette and Prohibition 
headquarters, and, whenever possible, special speak- 
ers are secured from these and ‘similar organizations 
to tell the story of the work they represent. 


The Queen-Mother of Oakland School.—The his- 
tory of this school and‘its observance of Temperance 
Sunday would not be complete without mentioning 
Dr. Jessie B. Dodds, who has given many of the best 
years of her life to its interests, and may well be called 
the ‘«*Queen-Mother of Oakland School.’’ In speak- 
ing of her work, she recently said : 


I found that the Sunday five-cent theaters were attract- 
ing many of our Sunday-school boys and girls who had no 
home interests planned for them, especially in winter, so I 
tried the experiment of conducting a ‘Temperance Band 
during the cold season when they must be indoors. This 
included children from the Primary to the Intermediate age. 

, They were regularly organized for work, and voted that 
any who missed more than three Sundays of the three 
months would not be invited to their temperance banquet 
at the close. ‘We enlisted a good-number of picked help- 
ers, and divided them into classes of not more than seven 





Clinical Notes 
By the Chief-of-Staff 


1. ** That horrid temperance lesson” is a phrase 
never heard in the Oakland Methodist Sunday- 
schuol, Chicago. Is.it ever heard in your school? 
Study this analysis and apply the suggestions to your 
school, and | think temperance will be an attractive 
subject for your scholars from now on. © 


2. Either a superintendent full of temperance enthu- 
siasm or a live temperance committee must be ‘‘ on 
the job ”’ the year round, and especially several weeks 
before ‘‘ Temperance Sunday.” 


3. This school does well to link temperance with 
patriotism. To be true to the flag of my country, to 
be ready to follow the conquest flag of my church, and 
to honor the banner of that band which has done such 
great things ‘‘ For God and Home and Native Land,’”’ 
is to appeal to the most powerful motives in the 
human heart. All hail to these three flags! 


4. Aclass name with a text, a!l relating to temper- 
ance, is:a good junior preparation for: the organized 
class to come later. This name and text will put life 
into the class, and make it easier to organize later on. 


5. Please note that the eye is appealed to in these 
special exercises. To demonstrate the poisonous effects 
of alcoho] on the different organs of the body, and by — 
charts to demonstrate its evil effects on society, is to 
teach a lesson not soon forgotten. 


6. Pledge-signing should be the one great result on 
Temperance Sunday. One million signed up against 
the saloon on next Temperance Sunday can easily be 
secured. Get pledge-cards and a wall-roll now. 


7. A banquet every quarter after Temperance Sun- 
day is past, for all those who got one or more people 
to'sign the pledge, would be worth trying. At such 
times some good temperance speaker might be secured 
and a great impression made. 











members each ; we chose a young man for leader, and an- 
other to look after the music, while I gave the lesson. The 
hour never lagged, —bright, lively music, a lesson not longer 
than twenty-five minutes, following which the children had 
about ten minutes for hand-work in line with the lesson. 

We had forty-seven who fulfilled all requirements and 
completed books, which were given them at the banquet 
with attractive covers, 

One of the artist young men of Oakland would enlarge 
pictures of simple design, or make one, to illustrate some 
story or lesson I wanted to use, I dressed bottles to talk 
and tell their stories forme. There are innumerable ways 
of illustrating the lessons. We always had a Bible verse 
to fit the lesson, and committed it to memory. We 
had temperance and cigarette yells and songs which they 
enjoyed, and these they would sing and yell on cars and in 
the parks on picnic occasions. 


Temperance Club Yell.—One of the temperance 
club yells mentioned by Dr. Dodds is given below : 


** Ding dong bell, 
Hear the death knell 
The boys and girls now tell. 
Ring it long and well, 
‘The saloon must go forever— 
In Illinois !”’ 


Life Lessons.—If a child commits a verse to mem- 
ory, he may forget it, but later in life its truth will 
come back to him and uphold him. The following 
verses are sometimes used in Oakland school in con- 
nection with a lesson on the heart : 


A WONDERFUL STREAM 
** There’s a wonderful stream 
In this body of mine, 
And its red currént flows 
Keeping musical time ; 
Sent out by an engine 
Deep hidden within, 
That works thro’ the day 
*Mid the noise and the din, 
And all thro’ the night ; 
Oh, it must be so strong ! 
As ’twould surely get tired 
With working so long. 


** Strict care I must take 
Of the vessels so good, 
On my wonderful stream 
With their health-giving food. 
If I poison my fleet, 
With tobacco or wine, 
The battles are lost 
In this body of mine. 
So here’s to the pledge, 
That protection insures, 
To my heart and blood stream, 
And good health secures. 


Anticipation, —When Temperance Sunday is an- 
nounced in Oakland school, so keen is the interest 
amczng pupils who have been graduated from the 
Junior Department that many of them ask to return 
tor the teaching of Temperance Sunday, and.it is not 
an uncommon thing to hear the question asked in the 
Junior Department, ‘‘Why do we have to wait so 
long for Temperance Sunday ?”’ 


Does Temperance Teaching Pay r—Listen again to 
Dr. Jessie: Dodds : 


One boy carried home the lesson,—the effects of alcohol 
on the brain,—and repeated it iii full at the dinner-table, 
adding, ‘* Daddy, that is the picture of your brain.’’ Both 
father and mother were weeping, ‘and the father promised 
his boy that he could not say that of him truly again. 

A young man, returning to the city after years of absence, 
made a special trip to Oakland church to seek out the Sun- 
day-school teacher who taught him as a boy, to tell her that 
the temperance lessons he had received there when a lad had 
kept him through the years, asa traveling man, when he had 
been sorely tempted and tried. 


‘« What is your temperance ambition for Oakland 
school ?’’ I asked the superintendent. 

To this he answered : 

‘*My ambition is that all the boys and girls who 
pass through our Sunday-school may get such an im- 
pression of the liquor business that they will fear to 
be enrolled in its ranks—that they will help to bring 
about prohibition for Chicago and the United Siates, 
and that they may be so conscious of the presence of 
Jesus Christ that they will be upheld by his power, and 
become worthy and useful citizens of our country."' 

CHICAGO. 
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LESSON 5. NOVEMBER 2. BALAK AND BALAAM 







The Lesson Pilot 
By James M. Stifler, D.D.. 


Getting Started in Class 


$ THERE anything more sad than to see a man 
of abundant talent and good qualities ruined by 
ss 80me secret sin, some besetting vice, that he 
might have conquered? Scotland is proud of Robert 
Burns, and all lovers of true oy and sincere feel- 
ing share with her.in that pride. How pitiful to know 
that he came to his death through whiskey.. Burns 
could write the ‘‘ Cotter's Saturday Night,” and draw 
the picture of that aged father gathering his family 
about him to read the Scriptures. 


‘* Perhaps the Christian volume is the theme, 
How guiltless blood for guilty man was shed, 
How he who bore in heaven the second name, 
Had not on earth whereon to lay his heed,’’ 


The poet was evidently no stranger to such fam- 
ily scenes and holy meditations, and he krew the 
secrets of power that lay back of them. And yet 
he spent days and nights in pot-houses in drunken 
carousal until his naturally strong frame was broken 
and he filled the grave of adrunkard and almost that 
of a pauper. Unfortunately the knowledge of the 
good and true is not a guarantee that we will be 
Obedient to that knowledge. Balaam evidently knew 
the true God, but his love of money and advance- 
ment cost'him all, even his life. ’ 


i 


The Teacher's Preparation . 
[The references, except as noted, are to lesson articles in the Times.) 





This study of Balaam is,one of those peculiar inci-’ 


dents, almost like by-products, of. Scripture, that 


tempt the mind to wander out into fields of specula-.. 


tion that are not only yague, but unprofitable. But 
there is a distinct issue to the story, and a | 
nioral ‘thrust in the battle between conscience at 


covetousness in this man who. knew the right and 


wanted to do the wrong; ~To be’ sure one -must not 
dodgé the ‘existénce of the subordinate ‘difficulties, 
but it is sufficient to Gall attention to them and state 
that they do not affect the true moral of the story, 
and that they call for a more extended scholarship and 
time than most classes command. 


The Class in Session 

The hour of the fulfiiment of the promise that 
Israel should possess a land has drawn very near, 
But there are, even in these closing days of the wil- 
derness pilgrimage, difficulties both from without 
and from within, rebellion and resistance from 
heathen enemies and their own unconsecrated souls. 
Dr. Erdman's first paragraph and Professov Clow’s 
lirst give sketches of this. But the people conquer 
their way onward till ap come to the plains of 
Moab, not far from the place where they they will 
cross the Jordan. Here the king of Moab tries to lay 
a curse upon them that will be their undoing. Dr. 
Mackie (paragraph 1) indicates the Oriental feeling 
about a curse. Balak seeks the aid of a hely man 
(Dr. Mackie, paragraph 2) to accomplish this, 

Not a single preliminary word are we hho about 
Balaam; he appears as suddenly as Melchizedek 
(Gen, 15 : 18), or as Professor Clow says (paragraph 
2), did Elijah or oe 

Balak makes his request of Balaam with much 
dignity, and holds out great pay if the prophet will 
do as he wants. It was the promise of great pay 
that finds Balaam'’s weak spot. Professor Clow 
(paragraph 3) sums up the dark spot in Balaam’s 
soul with the pregnant words of Peter (2 Pet. 2: 15): 
‘*He loved the wages of unrighteousness.” What 
Balaam should have done was to make an end of the 
matter right then and there, but he did not do so; 
as Mr. Ridgway says (paragraph 1), ‘‘ he, tampered 
with his inspiration.” He did not say that he would not 
go, but that Jehovah would not let him. So of course 
Balak sends back more princes, for as Dr. Mackie 
says ( aragraph 3): ‘‘He put his own interpretation 
on Balaam's pious reluctance.” And thus we see the 
stages in the moral ruin of a man who dallies with 
temptation. ‘The first stage is the dulling of con- 
science (Dr. Erdman’s study for Tuesday) just 
enough to ask to be allowed to do wrong. The 
next stage is the attempt to serve two masters. 
Balaam knew that Jehovah would not let him curse 
Israel, yet he went to Balak, who wanted him to do 
nothing else. Balaam was left in no manner of doubt 
as to what God's will was. The vision of the angel 
in that narrow pathway, and the aching of that foot 
that the ass crushed against the vineyard wall (Dr. 
Mackie, paragraph 5), and the miracle of the ass 
speaking with human words, would abu mp rye teach 
Balaam where the right was. Then why did he ride 


Numbers 22: I to 23: 10. 


Read Numbers 21-24 


2 And Ba’lak the son of Zip’por saw all that Israel had done 
to the Am’o-rites. 3 And Mo’ab was sore afraid of the peo- 
ple, because they were many: and Mo’ab was dist 
cause of the children of Israel. 4 And Mo’ab said unto the 
elders of Mid’i-an, Now will! this multitude lick up all that 
is round about us, as is ox licketh up the grass of the field. 
And Ba’lak thé son of Zip’por was king of Mo’ab at that time. 

And he sent méssengets unto Ba’laam the son of Be’or, to 

e’thor, which is by the River, to the land of the children of 

his people, to call him, saying, Behold, there is a people come’ 
out from Egypt: behold, they cover the * face of the earth, 
and they abide over against me. 6 Come now therefore, I 
pray thee, curse me this people ; for they are too mighty for 
me; peradventure I shall prevail, that we may smite them, 
and that I may drive them out of the land ; for I know that he 
whom thou blessest is blessed, and he whom thou cursest is 
cursed. 

to And Ba’lak's anger was kindled against Ba’laam, and 
he smote his hands together ; and Ba’lak said unto Ba’laam, 
1 called thee to curse mine enemies, and, behold, thou hast 
altogether blessed them these three times. 11 ‘Therefore now 
flee thou to thy place: I ——_ to promote thee unto great 
honor ; but, lo, Jehovah hath kept thee back from honor. 12 


And Ba’laam said unto Ba’lak, Spake I not also to thy mes-, 


sengers that thou sentest unto me, saying, 13 If Ba’lak would 


give me his house full of silver and gold, I cannot go beyond 
t 


e word of Jehovah, to do either good or bad of mine own 
mind ; what Jehovah speaketh, that will I speak? 14 And 
now, behold, I go tinto my people’: come, axd I will advertise 
thee what this 
15 And. he took up his parable, and said, 

Ba’laam the son of Be’or saith, 
And the man, whbse eye ® was closed, saith, 
16 He saith, who Heareth the words of God, 
And knoweth the knowledge of the Most High, 
Who seeth the vision of the Almighty, 
Falling down, and having his eyes open : 
17 I see him, but not now ; 
I behold hini, but tot nigh : 
There shall:come forth a-star eut of Jacob, 
And a scéptre shall rise out of Israel, s 


And sha}l.smite through the:cerners.of-Mo’ab, } he} 


And break ‘down. all the sons 4 of tumult. 
38. And: E’dom shall be 4 possession, 
Seir also shull be a possession, who were his eriémies ; 
While Israel doeth valiantly. ' ‘ 
19 And out of Jacob shall one have dominion,**’ 
~ And shall destroy the remnant from the city, 


1 Heb. the assembly. * Heb, eye. 8 Or, is opened 4 Or, af Sheth 


The American Revision copyright, 1901,dy Thamas, Nelson ami Sons 


x i ; _ 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


The, references here given are usually to,paragraphs by num= 
er, of the yarious lesson-articles in this issue of the Times] 

Numbers 22::.2.—What -more-is known about: the iden- 
tity of Balak the son of Zippor? ‘Who were the Amorites, 
and what had Israel done to them? (Clow, 1; Thomas; 
Visiting the Lesson Scenes.) 

Verse 5.—-Who was Balaam? Where was Pethor, and 
what locality was‘-meant by the “River’’? (Clow, 2; 
Thomas; Erdman, 3, 4.) 

Verse 6.—Just what did Balak. mean by his request that 
Balaam should ‘‘curse’’ the Israelites, and why did he 
attach so much importance to Balaam’s action in the mat- 
ter? (Thomas; Mackie, 1, 2; Erdman, 5.) 

24: 10.—Why did Balaam come to Moab at all, if he 
was not willing to curse the Israelites as Balak had hired 
him to do? (Clow, 3; Thomas; Erdman, 5, 6.) 

Verse 13.—How did Balaam come to know Jehovah? 
(Clow, 2; Thomas, on 23 : 6; Erdman, Monday.) 

Verse 15.—What is the significance of this reference to 
** the man whose eye was closed ’’? (Thomas.) 

Verse 17.—What is the meaning of Balaam’s prophecy 
as to a star which should ‘* come forth out of Jacob,’’ and 
a scepter which should ‘‘ rise out of Israel’? ? Who were 
‘the sons of tumult’’?? (Thomas; Ridgway; Erdman, 7, 
Sunday.) 








on? The next stage is a desperate attempt to make 
the wrong appear right. He moved from altar to 
altar, subjecting himself to what Professor Clow calls 
‘*the seduction of this point of view” (paragraph 4). 

Each new view makes the evil appear less. Now 
the net result of all this is that the will of God shines 
more and more plainly despite the imperfection of 
the prophet (Dr. Erdman’s study for Thursday), and 
that God’s De sem is seen to be unalterable (Friday), 
as indeed ‘s purposes always are. Dr. Erdman 
shows us that some of these wonderful prophecies that 
were given through Balaam have already been ful- 
filled, but that there are others that are not yet fulfilled 
(Saturday study). The final stage is the doing of wrong 
in a roundabout way. Professor Clow calls it (para- 
graph 6) ‘‘a fatal act of apostasy.”.. Balaam. evi- 
dently was the originator of that temptation told of 
in chapter 25, and for which he was punished with 
death. His name is connected with ignominy wher- 
ever mentioned in the Scriptures, 


Commit Numbers 24 : 12, 13 
Golden Text: A doubleminded man, unstable in all his ways.—James 1: 8 





ople shall do to thy people ih the latter days. : 


“angels, even’ though they be straight before him. 


The Lesson Summary 


How faithful the Scriptures are in portraying for us 
the hopeless issue of the battle with conscience. 
Balaam had a substantial array of good qualities; he 
knew the truth and was obedient to it and steadfast 
in maintaining it. This good part was ever urging 
him onward and upward, but behind his knowledge 
of the good there was the insistent desire of his heart 
for the gold and the honor that would be his if he 
would do wrong. That love for the pleasures of sin 
and the effort to avoid the sia itself is the ancient 
rock on which many a character has been wrecked. 
This is the same temptation that Satan brought 
to Jesus, first upon the mountain, where he offered 
to him the kingdoms of the world if he would take 
them at the hand of the evil one, and afterwards 
in other forms, but Jesus alone never failed. Only 
the heart that is daily lighted by grace can hope 
to avoid the ancient failure that arises from ou 
double-minded human nature. : 


Questions for Class Use 

1. Can you trace the. journey that Israel had made since 
the events of chapter 20? 
. 2. Can you mention any other Gentile characters that 
seemed to know the true God, in either Old or New Tes- 
tament? 

3. What ought Balaam to have done at Balak’s first re- 
quest? .. 

4. Can' you picture ‘in the average man’s life a battle 
between conscience and desire ? 

5. What was the wrong of-Balaam’s going'to Balak at all? 

6. What does. this story indicate of the way God deals 
with a perverse heart like Balaam’s:? | 


Other Teaching Points 
Education and illumination of the mind is not safficient 


to insure us against doing wrong (read Rom. 7). Not a 
knowledge of the truth, but-a fixed’ determination ‘to follow 


; it, is necessary, and Jesus alone can fix this determination 


and keep it.fixed.. . 


Balaam tleceived: no: one very successfully except him-: | 
sé, bécatide, while he was resisting temptation: at one *''” 


place,'‘he did not seem to'know that he was éncourdging it 
at another, 7 - E '’ iG 

When .a man is in love with wrong, he does not see 

It is a 
fact that’a great lust of heart can marvelously warp the 
mind, ett 
' So Balaam went with the princes of Balak,’’ is thé’ 
short and‘ pathetic sentence that tells of the ‘simple act 
which betokens that Balaam loved the hire of wrong- 
doing, 

The hardening effect of a secretly cherished evil desire 
of the heart is to be observed in that the seven-fold testi- 
ntony of God through Balaam’s own lips did not make suf- 
ficient impression on him to keep him from attempting to 
destroy the people of* God by the underhand method that 
we soot about in chapter 25, and for which he suffered 
death, 


A Glimpse of Next Week’s Lesson 
(Rom, 14 :.7-21.) 
[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, to quicken 
interest in the Coming lesson. The suggestions and ques- 
tions are for the members’ home preparation, to be 
assigned in advance by the teacher.} 

A Sunday-school superintendent arose in his church 
prayer-meeting not many days ago, and said that he 
had been serving on the grand jury of the county for 
the past week, and that he had kept a list of the cases 
presente with a view toseeing what connection they 

ad with the saloon. Nine out of eleven murders 
pasneainn for indictment were directly traceable to 
iquor, and other offenses in like proportion, There 
is a higher law than merely the right or wrong of a 
specific act in the influence that the act may have. 
This is the law of influence that Paul speaks of; and 
this is dead against any act that will lead others astray. 
It holds against using alcohol, and many other things. 


1. What is the fallacy of the cry for ‘‘ personal liberty ”’ 
in the light of verse 7? 
2. What did Jesus teach about putting stumbling-blocks 
in the way of others ? 
3. Can you suggest some things, innocent in themselves, 
that become stumbling-blocks for others ? 
4. What is the noblest of all motives for self-denial and 
self-restraint ? 
5. See if you can discover in the lesson 
Some uninvited guests. 
A permanent jury. 
A slow poison. 
Concealed weapon. 
A satisfactory job. 
A poor swap. 


Evanston, ILL. 





LESSON FOR NOV, 2 (Num. 22:1 to 23 : 10) 


The Sinner’s Final Perseverance 
By the Rev. Professor W. M. Clow, D.D. 


HE story of Balaam finds its place in the record 
_of the first stage in the conquest of the land. 
The Israelites made a strategic a Not 
up through Beersheba and Hebron, as the spies went, 
but round by the eastern side of the Dead , SO as 
to cross by the Jordan at Jericho, the people made 
their var Arad, ki of the Canaanites ; Sihon, 
king of Heshben, and Og, king of Bashan, were over- 
come. Moses intended to pass by Moab and Ammon 
because they were Lot’s descendants. But Balak, 
king of Moab, resolved to resist. He made a league 
with the elders of Midian. Then, as a subtler war- 
fare, he sent north to Pethor, a river-city of Meso- 
potamia, to callin the help of Balaam, a renowned 
soothsayer. He souglit to lay a binding spell and a 
withering curse upon Israel. : 

Balaam, who appears as suddenly as Elijah or 
Jonah, was a man of religious genius. He reveals 
not only the knowledge of God as a spirit, but a re- 
markable enlightenment as to God’s ways. . He was 
a man with ten talents, of which the chief was a rare 
spiritual diseernment. But he had a strangely com- 
pounded moral nature, He was one of those double- 
souled men, who see the path of duty, and yet hunger 
after the rewards of sin. He had a name to live and 
yet he was dead. He kept the form of godliness, but 

e denied the power thereof. His course has been 
set in Bunyan’s terrifying pictures of the man who 
bowed himself to hell with his face to heaven. As 
we mark the steps in his spiritual degradation, the 
events of this episode rise in review. . 

Mark, to begin with, zke dark spot in his soul. 
Every man has some weakness in. his body which 
the course of the years in the strain of his. toil: de- 
clares. In the same way every man has some dark 
spot in his soul, which life and its discipline disclose, 

ith Miriam it was jealousy. With Aaron it was.a 
compliance with wrong so as to please men. With 
Moses it was a vehement temper. With others it has 
been sloth, or vanity, or pride, or envy, or ambition, 
or a gross sensual passion. It is their cunning bosom 
sin. The dark ‘spot in Balaam’s soul was’ covetots- 
ness. ‘He loved the wages of unrighteousness.” 
He was a man easy to bribe. ‘* The rewards of divi-:.: 
. nation” (v. 7), the promise of honor, and all elsehis. 
heart can desire (v. 7), show that Balak knew ‘the 
i righ besetting sin. Even Balaam’s protest, “If 

alak would give me his heuse full of . silver and: 
gold,” betrays his thoughts and cravings. His prayers 
are not._prayers for guidance, ‘That is the blot upon, 
them. ‘They are endeavors to wrest Ged’s consent. 

He prays as we all pray when under the control of a. 
passion which we know to be evil, whose gratifica- 
tion has become our darling desire. God coerces no 
man’s will. If you knock long enough at og Aree it ; 
will open, God will say ‘‘ Go,” as he said to Balaam, 
All he can do is to counsel us, and to flood our minds 
with light, and strive to keep us from shame. 

Mark again the seduction of this point of view. 

Balak made his offerings on the altars. e used 
‘these sacrifices to stir up Balaam’s spirit, after the 
manner of the time. Then, in the morning, he. tooke 
Balaam up to an outjutting spur of Moab that he 
might show him ‘‘ the utmost of the people of Israel,” 
and utter the curse. But Balaam was still true to 


his vision. He blessed. Balak conceived that he 
saw too clearly the multitude and strength of the 
ople of God. Again, and then again, ‘he. led 


alaam to where only a portion of the encampment 
was visible, in the hope that with that limited aspect 
he might speak the word of doom, What a light that: 
casts on our temptations ! A wrong will stand out as 
wrong, clear, shameful, impossible, But our tempter, 
as Satan with Eve, and as Satan with Christ, asks us 
to look at it from another point of view. A merchant 
asked to enter a dishonorable line of business, the 
politician approached to lend his aid to a crafty 
scheme, the youth offered an illicit pleasure, starts 
back with the protest, ‘‘Is thy servant a dog that he 
should do this thing?” But the tempter takes each 
of them toa new point of view. The wrong does not 
seem So wrong, or at least not so great, and, sinking 
lower than Balaam, the seduction succeeds, 

Mark again ¢he unconscious deterioration of soul. 
Balaam:sincerely believed that he was loyal to God’s 
will. ‘The word God had put into his mouth, he had 
spoken.’ The persistence of his gift, the trance 
and ecstasy, and the impassioned speech, might have 
seemed to be a proof that he was still the man of un- 
smirched ‘soul, Buta gift may remain and its exer- 
cise may win men’s wonder long after the grace of 


God has been received in vain. It may acquire a 
a subduing to men’s souls, as Hawthorne 
as shown us in the ‘‘Scarlet Letter.” Yet moral 


decay had set in. Balaam was wasting his spirit 
-and searing his conscience, and it was only a matter 
of time until his degradation would be declared. The 
gray hairs of spiritual impotence were upon him, and~ 
he knew it not. 

Mark again ¢he consummation of his wrong-doing 
in a fatal act of apostasy. ‘There are sudden temp- 
tations, but no sudden falls. A man yields to an 
unexpected assault because the foundations have 
been sapped. So Balaam, whose name seems to 


Verse 3.—A/raid: When the Israelites ha 
along their border the Moabites supplied. them with 
provisions (Deut. 2:29). But after the overthrow, of 
itheir own Amorite.conquerors they 


.from Abrahatn ‘and Keturah (Gen. 25: 2, 4). 


. Apparently 


eee 
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mean the Destroyer, who would not curse Israel, and 
— himself on his steadfastness, suggested the 

iabolical plan of seducing the people of Israel, whose 
virgin hearts had been kept pure under the austere 
chastity of the desert, to commit fornication with the 
women of Moab,’ Not by war, but by vice, has man 
a e become enslaved. In the vengeance wh 
Israel executed upon Moab and Midian, laam, who 
had now become a mere tool of Baiak, met his dis- 
honorable death. The end of Balaam’s way is an 
apostasy of shame, and the penalty of it. 

Mark, in a word, ¢he pathos of this moral tragedy. 
That is seen in the patient and peveceiye dealing 
of God. The angel in the way, the signs given by 
the ass, the checks and barriers of God’s providences, 
the inward restraints of his grace. Even the visions 
of Israel’s spiritual gl might have arrested this 
man in his evil course. Yet so God deals with us all. 
In spite of it, like Balaam, too many achteve the fina? 
perseverance of the sinner. 


GLascow, SCOTLAND, 
% 


The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


HE Connection. The account of Balaam consti- 
tutes a separate and complete section of Num- 
bers. The incidents occurred at the close of 

the forty years in the wilderness, and may be said to 
represent the last effort of the enemies of God's 
people before the entrance into Canaan. In the 
story a foe is compelled to bless, and at the same 
time there is a remarkable revelation of character. 
Balaam’s rams? is mysterious, and yet, on. the 
whole, plain. He was a mixed character, full of 
compromise, possessing the form ‘without the power 
ef godliness. It is significant how deep an impres- 
sion he made on su uent generations (Deut. 23: 5; 
osh, 13:22; 24:10; Micah 6:5; 2 Pet. 2:.15, 16; 
ude 11; Rev. 2:14). 


ag 


‘Light on Puzzling Passages 


22:2.—Balak: The King of Moab at the time, 


“though not the king from whom so much territory 
shad been wrested (21: 26).—Amorites :"One of the 


peoples on the borders of Canaan (See 21: 35-38). . 
move 


became uneasy 
and afraid, 

Verse 4.—Midian : ‘The Midianites were descended 
‘The 
lived a semi-nomadie life, and their institutions der 

atriarchal, the elders being heads or 
eiks of MF won 

Verse 5.—Ba/aam; Written after the Greek form; 
in Hebrew it is ‘‘ Bileam.” ' He is identified by some 


With Bela, son of Beor (Gen. 36:31, 32), though 


others consider that this is'a mere coincidence. Ac- 
cording to. the Tel el-Amarna tablets he was a Hit- 
tite chief and established.a kingdom for himself.— 
Pethor: Acity in Mesopotamia (23:7; Deut. 23: 4).— 
River: The Euphrates. ‘The exact situation of 
Pethor is unknown. 

Verse 6.—Curse: To wish, or speak evil against, 
so that harm might be the result. Perhaps the king 


‘flattered the prophet, though it is also likely that he 


had a real belief in the power of a man who hada 
reputation like thatof Balaam. In modern phrase- 
ology Balaam would be called a spiritist or medium, 
and Balak doubtless realized that the prophet had 
some unseen influence. Balaam also would be ready 
to maintain his position by trading upon the super- 
stitions of those around him. It is sometimes won- 
dered how Balaam knew so much of the true God, 
but this knowledge evidently still existed in Meso- 
potamia, as we can see from the earlier records in 
Genesis (14: 18; 24: 50; 31: 49). 

24:10.—Anger: Not at all surprising in view of 
what had happened. Balaam ought never to have 
come at all.unless he was willing to do as he had 
been hired todo, But the mnan was evidently divided 
between his conscientious duty to God and his crav- 
ing for the monetary gifts held out before him by 
Balak. 

Verse 11.—Kepi thee back: Balak’s way of putting 


, the matter, though, of course, Jehovah ha 


reall 
nothing to do with it. The honor promised by Balak 
_— have been absolutely opposed to the will of 


Verse 13.— Word: Here Balaam realizes quite defi- 
nitely his duty to God. Some pressure must have 
been made on his conscience to enable him to speak 
with such courage and force. 

Verse 15.—C/losed: See verse 3. The Hebrew 
means ‘‘the man with closed eye,” that is, ‘‘in an 
ecstasy”’ ; closed, but still able to see. 

Verse 16.—Most High: The High One over all the 
earth. ‘It first occurs in connection with Melchizedek 
(Gen. 14: 18), and is always used in connection with 
supreme dominion in the earth. 

erse 17.—Star: A symbol of an illustrious or 
brilliant personage, referring to the Messiah (Luke 
1:78; 2 Pet.*‘r!} 19; Rev. 2:28; 22: 16).—Scepire : 
A further definition of the “Star” as a ruler of men. 


‘Joe sometimes ‘falls from .grace.” 
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The sceptre is used in this sense in Jacob’s prophecy, 
with which Balaam seems to have been acquainted 
(Gen, 49: 10).—Sons of tumuli: The Hebrew is 
**Sons of Sheth,” meaning ‘‘all men,” as descended 
from Seth through Noah. If the American Version 
is right, it will refer to the unruly neighbors and 
relatives of Israel. 

Verse 18.—Seir: The old name of Edom (Gen. 
32:3; 36: 8). \ ; 

Verse 19.—Out L, Jacob: The expression implies 
both conquest and total destruction. 

Verse 20,—Firs¢:; Apparently the first that warred 
against Israel (Exod. 17:8); not the first in time or 
importance, Or else itis a reference to empty boast- 
ing, as though Amalek gave himself out to be ‘ first 
of nations.” ' 

Verse 25.—Returned: Not necessarily meaning 
that he went back to his: home on the Euphrates, 
though if he did he must have returned ‘almost im- 
rocspacrag because he was slain among the Midian- 
ites not long afterwards (31:8), Probably it means 
that he set off in the homeward direction, but the in- 
fatuation and fascination of greed would keep him 
within. reach of possible opportunity. And thus, 
though. he failed to ‘‘ curse” Israel, he was the means 
of causing untold trouble through a specious and ter- 
rible temptation. ' 


Wyrc.irre COLLEGE, TORONTO, 
< 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


**On the Side.”"—/ called thee to curse mine ene- 
mies... thou:hast blessed them (vy. 10). Read the: 
whole delightful story in the poetical form of the Re- - 
vised. Version, and get to know Balak, Balaam, 
and the talking jack. Balaam was a man that 
knew God. He opened his mouth and God filled it. . 

ust as God does still. But, like many a Christian, 

alaam let the world getin. ‘‘Tampered with his 
inspiration,” as Dr. Watson says, You see the same 
thing every time a minister takes on money makin 
as a side line to delivering God's message. . G 
doesn't always.use perfect men for his purposes. Joe 
Waters brings many ‘a fellow to Sunday-school, but 
‘0 God uses you 
and me. ‘Aten’t we a nice pair! Balaam had fine 

ualities. It took high courage to do what he did in |. 
the faté of dn Oriental despot. He didn’t have to 
speak unless he, wanted to: “He was true to his pro-', 
fession, and boldly spoke. what God gave him, even . 
though he would have liked the ‘‘reward:” But never 
forget, Balaam is your photograph :any time you are 
led to *' tamper with your inspiration ” (Jude 11). 


Publicity.—/ wil/ advertise theé (v. 14). That 
sounds just like 1913, and the gg egy aol walls, 
trolley-cars, and newspapers. These touches show 
that we are handling an up-to-date book dealing with 
real passions of real people. Does Balaam mean he 
would give Balak a big-type, full-page announcement 
of what the Israelites would do to him? I think so. 
If you will stop in and see Mr. Crowell, president of 
the Quaker Oats Company, he will not say a word 
about oats, but he will talk Moody Bible Institute, of 
which he is also president. But when you take upa 
magazine you will be told what to have for break- 
fast. ‘*Shot in guns,” hammered with rocks, or 
squeezed with rolls. Nobody is advertising what sin 
will do and in a big way. A few years ago some one 
rm big board signs in the meadow at Downingtown. 

hey were immense. On these, in giant letters, was 

ainted, ‘‘ ETERNITY. WHERE WILL YOU SPEND IT?” 

t made lots. of people mad, although a fair question. 
So one night the ig, expensive sign was broken 
dewn. But I noticed that nobody touched the ‘* THat’s 
ALL” whisky sign! Balaam delivered the truth 
(2 Cor. 4: 4; Eph. 6: 11, 12). 


Under the Stars.—Zhere shall come forth a star 
out of Jacob (v. 17). And just think, it is through 
this mercenary prophet that we get this beautiful allu- 
sion te our Master. The most glorious things in all the 
world have always been the stars. Oh, the joy of a 
soft summer night and a clear sky, a blanket on the 
grass, on the broad of the back, and a star spangled 
canopy stretched over the valley from old Black 
Horse to Cemetery Ridge! That is one time when - 
a man is good. : 


** Sit, Jessica ; look, how the floor of heaven 
Is thick inlaid with patines of bright gold ; 
There's not the smallest orb which thou behold’st, 
But in his motion like an angel sings, 
Still quiring to the young-eyed cherubins.”’ 


The Star out of Jacob is our Christ, and with himcame | 
‘the music of the spheres” which broke forth that 
night on the Bethlehem hills. And this musie~has 
come singing all down the centuries. But, as Shake- 
speare adds, 

** Such harmony is in immortal souls ; 


But whilst this muddy vesture of decay 
Doth grossly close it in, we cannot hear it.”’ 


(Luke 2 : 13, 14). 


Down the Centuries.—Out of Jacob shall one have 
dominion (v. 19). ‘This prophecy was a good while 
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ago. Has it come true? Read your his- 
tories. He has dominion in state and 
in business. As I+ write this note, in 


Broad Street Station, Philadelphia, a train 
is loading for a bankers’ convention. It is 
said to the most magnificent train in 
America, They are not loading the diner 


with cocktails and champagne because they 


are loading Philadelphia bankers into the 
coaches, ‘There will be no poker parties nor 
champagne dinners, because Christ has do- 
minion over those bankers. Philadelphia is 
sending New Orleans a train-load of Chris- 
tian gentlemen, But think of Balaam’s bein 
able to see this. And the noble and exalt 
strain in which to deliver the message. Read 
the whole passage. Here are some familiar 
words that you probably never knew were 
from the prophet who had the donkey that 
* talked, 


“Let me’die the death of the r 
And let my last end be like his !"’ 
' “ What hath God wrought !"’ 
, “ Blessed be every one that blesseth thee,"’ 
‘* | see him but not now, 
I behold him but not nigh.” 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 
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' The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 

tration each week, A circular explaining the 

acceptance of material, and the year's lesson 
* calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


Whom Do You Want to Please ?—A 
doubleminded man, unstable in all his 
ways (Golden Text), Major Whittle has 
told of an experience when, late one very 
cold night, he went to the station to take a 
train, The gatekeeper, as instructed, re- 
quired every passenger to show his ticket 
before going into the car. ‘This compelled 
many to put down their satchels and be 


hteous, 


otherwise greatly inconvenienced ; and the! 


gatekeeper had to stand some pretty severe 
abuse. ‘* You seem to be a very unpopular 
man to-night,’’ pleasantly said the, major.’ 
*“T only care to be popular with one man,’’ 


the man replied, *‘ and that is the superinten-, 


dent.’’ Paul said, ‘* If I yet pleased men, I 
should not be the servant of Christ.’’—AM/ary 
Jj. Caldwell, Minerva, Ohio, From Farm 
and Fireside. 


Just Hacking.—A doudbleminded man, 
unstable in all his ways (Golden Text), The 
lamented Professor Olney,of Ann Arbor, used 

, to tell the story of a Chinaman who stood by 
the wayside hacking at a long log. He never 
struck twice in the same spot. A traveler 
came along, and, seeing the uncertainyhhck- 
ing, said, ‘* Well, John, and what are you 
making?’’ **QOh, don’t know,”’ said John, 
‘*maybe idol; maybe bedstead!’’ Just so 
aimlessly is life often lived that people do not 

. know the real object of their toil.— Sadie M/. 
Harley, Rome, Ga. From Onward. 


Knowing When We Know.—4 doudie- 
minded man, unstable in all his ways (Golden 
. Text). ‘It is one thing to know,”’ said a 
great teacher, ‘‘it is another to know that 
you know.’’ Dr. David Starr Jordan has 
put the same thought thus: ‘* The world 
steps aside to let any man pass who knows 
where he is going.’’? One of the qualities 
that gave Nelson the command of the British 
fleet was his prompt and firm decision. Like 
Dewey, he always knew what he wanted, 
Alexatider, asked how he had conquered the’ 
world, replied that he did it by never hesi- 
tating.’ A vacillating spirit, such as Balaam 
displayed, will not win ‘physical; mental, 
or spiritual victory. —ZLelia Munsell, Hering- 
ton, Kansas, * . 


Don’t Stop Short.—4 doudleminded 
man, unstable in all hi? ways (Golden Text), 
In South Africa, in looking for diamonds, 
they often find a substance that is half char- 
coal and half diamond, It was intended to 
be a diamond, but it stopped short, and it is 
only diamondiferous ; it is. partly a cinder 
and partly a jewel. It. stopped short, and 
will never get into the king’s crown. Sci- 
entists say copper is elementary, aboriginal 
matter, which was on its way to become 
gold, but by some accident it got shunted on 
to the wrong track,—it stopped short. Let 
me say this to you, Don’t be content to be 
sprinkled on one part with diamond and the 
other part with slag. Mind you go all the 
way, so that when the king comes at last to 
make up his jewels you will be with him and 
shine in his crown, Be sure that you take 
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the last step, the final surrender, the inward 
trust and love of the heart, and you shall be- 
come the fine gold of the sanctuary, and be 
acknowledged by the Master in the day when 
he shall give to every one of us ac ing to 
his Spirit, and his work shall remain:— W. 
Hetherington, Plumstead, Eng. From Dr. 
W. L. Watkinson. The prise for this week 
is awarded to this tllustration, 


When Jesus Met Him.—Wio seeth the 
vision of the Almighty, ... having his eves 
open (24:16). In the far North, the cold, 
lonely St. Lawrence Island, a strange ha 
pening is reported by the missionaries, In 
that little isolated colony was a young man, 
a sorcerer, or ‘‘ singing man,’’ who would 
have nothing to do with new ways or those 
who had come to teach them; the teachers 
could not reach him. But one day he came 
in from his solitary trapping out in the ice 
and snow, a changed man. He said that he 
had met the Lord Jesus while out at his fox 
traps, and talked with him, and had come 
back to lead a different life, His earnest 
repetition of the story and his evident sin- 
cerity induced many of the natives to follow 
his example in bringing charms and “ medi- 
cine’’ to burn in the mission stove. The 
a are now eager to learn, and an Es- 

imo church is forming on the island. Shall 
we call such an incident nothing more than 
the superstitious fancy of an ignorant Eskimo? 
Surely the Lord who long ago walked the 
shores of Galilee, and called his. disciples 
there, did appear by the Arctic. sea as well, 
and summon this poor native. The changed 
nature is proof of the meeting—the only 
proof that any of us can give that someWhere 
on our life-path we have met him.—Z/sa- 
beth Stansfield, Pasadeng, Cal. . From For- 
ward. “ee 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister to the 
Anglo-American Congregation in 
Beyrout, Syria 


OME now therefore, I pray thee, curse 
ime this Poe 104 (22 :6). Ip the East, 
words of blessing or cursing are not 
regarded merely as an expression or relief of 
feeling, but as an influence that ‘can lead to 
fulfilment. ‘Written maledictions are made 
and sold for this purpose, and the Oriental 
soldier buys a talisman whose inscription 
makes the y of the wearer proof against 
bullets. 
The rewards of divination in their hand 
(v. 7). The profession of ‘holiness’? was 
a very lucrative one, although the asceticism 
of seclusion and fasting by which such saint- 
hood was obtained was often severe. The 
gift was such a recognized preliminary to 
consultation that Saul. was ashamed ‘to in- 
quire of Samuel withouta suitable fee (1 Sam. 
9:7). The costly magnificence of the tem- 
ples of Baalbec and Aphka in’ Syria tell. of 
the value attached to oracular deliverances. 
The old patriarchal government secured obe- 
dience to one who ruled by divine appoint- 
ment, but it had no use for the patriotism of 
a thinking and responsible citizenship. Con- 
sequently Balak, like Mohammed, wished 
his soldiers to have the inspiration of fighting 
along with, and on behalf of, the divine will 
as revealed ‘by a prophet. 

Balak sent yet again princes (v. 15). He 
put his own interpretation on Balaam’s pious 
reluctance, It is told of ancient Tyrians, in 
their traffic with barbarous nations, that they 
used to land and spread out their wares in 
small heaps along the shore, and then retire, 
to their boats. ‘The,natives. then came for-: 
ward and examined the wares, and laid down, 
beside them what they considered to be an 
equivalent in skins, tusks, gems, etc., and 
they in turn retired. The sailors then came 
forward a second time, and if satisfied with 
what was offered they took it, and left their 
contribution and sailed away. The Tyrians 
were an employers’ trade, union, and if the 
natives snatched up the goods and disap- 
peared they found the market closed against 
them, as no.Tyrian ships came any more to 
their village. , Balak suspected that his first 
heap was not large enough. 

He was riding upon his ass, and his two 
servants were with him (v.22). Theambling 
pace of a donkey is rather quicker than that 
of a man walking, but the up and down na- 
ture of the road provided so many slopes 
where the animal kept the zigzag path and, 
the man took the short cut, that the one was, 
able to keep near the other on the day’s. 
journey. 





Ina narrow path between the rds 
(v. 24). Vineyards and vegetable gardens 
are practically the only es with protective 
walls, ‘These vin walls are made of 
undressed stones without plaster, the stones 
thus having sharp edges and projecting cor- 
ners, A donkey hasn’t many ideas, but he 
is wee, possessed by the one that he hap- 
pens to have at the time, and in this case his 
object was to brush quickly past, and keep 
as far away as possible from the angel. 

Itis a people that dwelleth alone, and shall 
not be reckoned among the nations (23 : 9). 
‘The Jews of the present day, ignoring what 
the prophecies say about the reason for the 
dispersion, say that they have been scattered 
abroad in order to give a message to the 
world, and that they are not intended to be 
a nation, but a religious community, 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecyprt, 
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Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


I have examined with great interest the 
nderwood & Underwood stereographs. 
and have been so pleased with them that I 
have bought all the stereographs of the 
Holy Land and of Rome, and I only regret 
that lam not able to buy all the others at 
once.— Cyrus Northrop, LL.D., 
Emeritus, University of Minnesota. 
ALAK and the other local chieftains in 
the east-of-Jordan country were people 
of wholly = partly Semitic origin. 
Descendants of Ishmael and of Esau had 
multiplied in that region while the descend- 
ants of Jsrael (Jacob) were* multiplying in 
Egypt. At thé time of our lesson-story and 
for many centuries thereafter the east-of- 
Jordan people worshiped by preference at 
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MAP PATENT No, 655,560 BY UNDERWOOD & UNDERWOO 


‘*high places’? on hilltops and mountain- 
tops. The temporary altars,built for Balaam’s 
ceremonies were constructed of rough stones 
up on Pisgah (Nebo), but we do not know 
just where. 

If we want to see what Professor Charles 
Foster Kent calls the best preserved high 
place in the old Semitic lands, we should go 
to'the famous Edomite city of Petra, shown 
at the extreme eastern limit of our map. On 


‘an artificially leveled terrace far above the 


town, reached by a steep path and a stone 
stairway, we find to-day two massive altars 
that were used hundreds and hundreds of 
years ago for solemn ceremonials of blessing 
and cursing, of petition and of thanksgiving. 

Professor Kent and the stereographer vis- 
ited the place together. He says in com- 
ment: ‘*It commands a wonderful view of 
the encircling peaks of Mt. Seir. Before it 
is a great rock-cut court, in which worshipers 
probably assembled. On one side is a small, 
raised platform of rock, on which possibly 
the votive offerings were presented. The 
great altar is three feet high, approached by 
steps, with a platform on which the offi- 
ciating priest probably stood. On the left is 
another altar with'steps and two peculiar open- 
ings, in which was possibly stored the para- 
phernalia ‘used for the sacrifice.”’ 

You can see it yourself by using the stereo- 
graph éntitled, ‘‘Front view of the great 
High Place at Petra.’’ 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this 
heading, applied as usual to the lessons of the 
year. The use of the stereograph will be found 
a most practical help toward making the lesson- 
places xeak' Forty-five places will be visited 
during 191g. ‘The forty-five stereographs cost 
$7.50, and if they are all ordered at one time, 
a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is given free. 
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Ten places will be described with the lessons 
of this fourth quarter ; cost, $1.67. ‘The four for 
November cost 67,cents. Less than four in one 
order are 20 cents each, ' Stereoscopes, 85 cents 
each. Lantern slides of the same scenes can 
also be supplied—plain slides, 50 cents each ; 
sepia-tinted, 55 cents; colored, $1.10. In orders 
for twenty-five or more, prices are—plain slides, 
40 cents ; sepia, 45 cents; colored, $1. Postage 
or express will be prepaid on all orders for 
Stereographs or stereoscopes. Address The 
Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


< .. 
One New Plan Every Week 


The Touch of Novelty that is Needed 
for Successful Teaching 


By Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D. 


UESTION CHaAmpions.—Any plan is 
likely to be a good one that leads the 
pupils to enthusiastic home study. 

To that end try dividing the class, a week in 
advance, into two parts, or ‘‘sides,’’ as 
evenly matched in scholarship and ability as 
possible. Each side is to elect a ‘* question 
champion,’’ who will represent that side in 
a tournament to be held in the next class 
session. Each side will support its cham- 
pion in every way, and try to bring about his 
victory. The sides will meet separately dur- 
ing the week, and prepare lists of questions 
on the lesson to be fired at their opponents. 
‘They will take care, of course, to armed 
to meet any questions that the other side may 
fire at them. The teacher should go over 
each list of questions, striking out or better- 
ing those that are not fair or clear. 

In the tournament, each champion in turn 
will propose a question which the other 
champion will answer. Before a question is 


|; answered the champion will consult his side 


in whispers, making sure of the right answer. 
His side will also suggest to him new ques- 


| tions, if any are thought of on the spur of 


the moment. The teacher will be the um- 
pire, and will keep the score of questions 
answered properly by each champion. The 
victor, of course, will be the one who answers 
the largest number of questions, .Here are 
some specimen questions given just as sug- 
gestions—not at all a complete list. 

Where did the Israelites make their tead- 
quarters while in the wilderness? What 
great Israelite died at Kadesh-barnea?’ How 
long were the Israelites in the wilderness ? 
Why did the Israelites decide to leave the 
wilderness and gotoCanaan? Why did not 
the Israelites go straight north from Kadesh- 
barnea? What route did the Israelites take 
from Kadesh-barnea? Where is Mount 
Seir? Where did the Moabites live? Where 
did the Amorites live? What difficulty did 
the Israelites have with the Amorites? Where 
was Bashan? Who was Og? What trouble 
did the Israelites have with Og? Where 
did the Midianites live? Who was Balak ? 
What worried Balak? Who was Balaam? 
Where did Balaam live? What did Balak 
ask Balaam todo? How did Balaam answer 
Balak’s request that he curse the Israelites ? 
Why did not Balaam curse the Israelites ? 
What would have been the result if Balaam 
had cursed the Israelites? How did Balak 
try to bribe Balaam? How did Balaani’s 
ass rebuke the prophet? Why did Balaam 
go to Moab? ow did Balaam prophesy 
concerning Israel? Whom did Balaam mean 
by the *‘Star out of Jacob’’?? What did 
Balaam mean by the ‘‘ Sceptre’’ that should 
‘arise out of Israel’? ? _How aré men to- 
day tempted in the same way as Balaam was 
tempted? How can we conquer the temp- 
tation that assailed Balaam ? 


AUBURNDALE, Mass. 
2% 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 


Father, may we remember with gratitude thy 
willingness to’ speak through thy chosen serv- 
ants !° Quicken our appreciation of the mes- 
sages that have come down to us from the early 
days of thy dealings with thy people. May we 
be ready to speak for thee in courage and self- 
abandonment, and not for our own gain or 
comfort... Teach us to listen for the least, word 
from thee, and to be guided by thee without 
swerving. May we have no liking for anything 
that is not of thee.- In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Is it our Own way, or 
God’s way, that we think of first? Whose 
will gets contrcl most often at the start,— 
God’s will, or ours? Oh, so much of our 


























LESSON FOR NOV. 2 (Num. 22 : 1 to 23 : 10) 


trouble comes from trying to have our own 
way, apart from God’s way. Of course, the 
two ways ought to be just one, but we do 
not always seem ready for that. Suppose in 
everything we say we were saying what God 
is wishing us to say, what a difference there 
would be in our talk, Perhaps some homes 
would be more peaceful, some playgrounds 
cleaner of speech, some offices more free 
from friction and harsh words, some folks 
very much po mp at the courage and de- 
termination of boys and girls, and grown-ups 
too, who have never quite dared to speak 
out against evil. Let’s learn to ask ourselves, 
** What would God want me to say right 
now?’’ But stopa moment. Balaam was 
called a prophet. What is a prophet? One 
who foretells? Well, that’s so sometimes, 
but the real meaning of the word is one 
who speaks for, not before. Hence one who 
speaks for God. Can we do that? Cer- 
tainly, That should be our regular way of 
speaking,—just uttering what he would have 
us give forth. 





WHAT JEHOVAH MAY 
THAT WILL I SPEAK 


OPEN THOU MY LIPS 











May it be true that in this place to-day 
Jehovah has been speaking through those of 
us who teach ! 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** Awake my soul, stretch every nerve,"’ 
‘*I need. Thee every hour.” 

**In the hour of irial."’ 

** Jesus calls me, o'er the tumult."’ 

** So let our lips and lives express."’ 

** Trust and obey."’ 

** Who is on the Lord's side ?”’ 

** Yield not to temptation."’ 


(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book “ Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 1 : 1-6 (1 : 1-4). 
Psalm 50 : 14-19 (105 : 8-13). 
Psalin 12 : 1-4 (18 : 1-4). 
Psalm 141 : 1-4 (301 : I-3). 
Psalm 118 : 7-11 (238 : 7, 10, 11). 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING.—God’s blessing is 
upon his people. 
Memory Text (substituted for Jas. 
1 : 8, which primary children cannot under- 
stand).—‘*The blessing of the Lord, it 
maketh rich’’ (Prov. 10 : 22 a). 

Note.—The story of Balak and Balaam is 
full of dramatic interest, and occupies three 
full chapters, all of which should be studied. 
The entire story is seldom read. or told. 
Emphasis should be placed upon God’s mes- 
sages regarding his people, rather than upon 
the animal which spoke. 

Before the Lesson.—After wandering over 
the desert for many years, moving from place 
to place, the children of Israel once again 
journeyed:toward their promised land. Many 
old people had died; many children had 
grown to be men and women; other chil- 
dren had been born, and. they were a great 
company. Miriam and Aaron had died, but 
Moses still led them and never forgot God’s 
promise to bless them and to give them the 
promised land, 

They drew near to the country of Moab. 
Moses sent messengers to say to the king of 
Moab, ‘‘ We want to march across your land ; 
we will not turn into your fields or vineyards; 
we will not drink from your wells, nor water 
our cattle, but we will go along the king’s 
highway, until we have passed your border.’’ 

Instead of answering kindly, the king not 
only refused, but gathered his people and 
went out to fight. God helped Moses and 
Israel to win, and gave them the cities of 
Moab to live in. God’s blessing was upon 
his people. 

Near by was another land which they 
needed to cross. Moses asked permission, 
but the king of Bashan refused and came 
out to fight. God said to Moses, ‘Fear 
not, yeu shall win this land.’’ God helped 
them to win the victory. At last the people 
who had wandered. forty years without a 
home now owned two big pieces of land, 


| pictures on one film ? 





and had cities to live in. 
the Lord, it maketh rich.’’ 
was upon his people. 

Lesson Story.—Between these two pieces 
of land lived King Balak and his people, 
He heard what had happened to his, neigh- 
bor kings ; he saw how many of the children 
of Israel there were with Moses, and he was 
afraid, King Balak sent messengers to ask 
Balaam, the prophet, to come and curse the 
children of Israel, and to promise King Balak 
that he should win, 

When the messengers found Balaam, he 
said, ‘*Stay here over night, and I will an- 
swer in the morning.’? That night, God 
warned Balaam not to go. Next morning 
Balaam refused to go, and sent Balak’s mes- 
sengers home. 

ing Balak was greatly disappointed, but 
made another trial. He sent princes to 
say to Balaam: ‘‘Let nothing hinder you 
from eoming, for I will honor you; come 
and curse these people.’’ Balaam answered, 
‘*If King Balak should give me a house full 
of gold and silver, I must speak what God 
tells me.’? Balaam invited the princes to 
stay over night. 

That night God said, ‘‘If the men rise up 
and call you, go with them, but say and do 
just what I tell you.’’ 

Next morning Balaam saddled his faithful 
donkey, took two servants and started with 
the princes. Never before had his donkey 
acted so frightened. Once she shied into 
the field; Balaam struck her and turned 
her back. Soon she shied against the wall 
and crushed Balaam’s foot; again he struck 
her. When they came to a narrow place, 
where there was no room to turn, the fright- 
ened donkey fell, and Balaam struck her 
with a staff. 

Then God opened the donkey’s mouth to 
say, ‘‘Why have you struck me three 
times?’’ Balaam said, ‘‘If I had a sword, 
I would kill you.’’ ‘Fhe donkey answered, 
**You have ridden me many times, did I 
ever act so before?’’ Balaam said, ‘‘ No,” 
Just. then God opened Balaam’s eyes to see 
God’s angel standing in the way, with a 
sword in his hand. Then Balaam was fright- 
ened and fell to the ground. ‘he angel said, 
** Why did you beat“your donkey, because 
she saw me?” Balaam said, ‘If I ought to 
turn back, I will go home.’’ ‘The angel 
said, ‘*Go with the men, but speak only 
what I shall tell you.”” So Balaam went on 
with the princes, 

King Balak was so glad to see him coming 
that he went to meet him, and promised 
presents and honor. Three times King 
Balak took Balaam ‘to different high places 
and showed him the many tents of Israel 
spread below ; three times King Balak asked 
Balaam to curse them. Balaam answered, 
‘*How can I curse those whom God. has 
blessed ?’” Three times they built seven 
altars, on which to offer seven oxen and 
seven rams. Four times God told Balaam 
not to curse Israel, but to bless them, (Read 
aloud one message, chap. 23 : 7-10.) 

King Balak was disappointed and angry ; 
he asked Balaam to go home. Before 
Balaam went, he spoke one more message 
from God (24 : 15-24). Then King Balak 
knew that God’s blessing was upon Israel. 
Then Balaam rose up and went to his house, 
and King Balak went to his. 

Hand-work.—Draw-+the tents of Israel and 
write ‘*God’s Blessing.’’ 


CHICAGO, 


**The blessing of 
God’s blessing 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


1. Balaam’s first decision. 
2. Balaam's second decision. 
3. His end. 


NTRODUCTION.-—-One day when Jesus [ 


was teaching, he said, ‘‘No man can 

serve two masters.’’ Judas tried it. 
Benedict Arnold tried it, To seem to serve 
one master and be working for his enemy is 
deceitful anddouble-minded. Both attempts 
are always failures. 

To-day our lesson is about such a double- 
minded man. Did you ever take two kodak 
Not long ago I made 
that blunder, and both pictures were failures. 
On Balaam’s ‘‘heart-film’’ was a definite 
command from God to do a certain thing, 
but on that same “‘film ’’ was another pic- 
ture—a selfish desire to disobey, in order to 
obtain riches and honor, Which did he re- 
ceive, the reward of obedience to God, or 
his earthly riches? Let us see, 
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Historical Setting.—The Israelites had 
destroyed the Canaanites and the Amorites, 
and were occupying the Jower Jordan valley, 
Show your map. “Balak, king of Moab, was 
fearful lest the Israelites attack his people. 
Knowing them to be too weak to resist suc- 
cessfully, he appeals to his Midianite neighbors 
to help. At the same time, Balak has an- 
other scheme in mind which will cause the 
destruction of the Hebrews without loss of 
life among his own people. 

With this end in view, he sends a delega- 
tion to wait upon Balaam, a noted diviner, 
or ‘*fortune-teller,’? with the request that 
Balaam curse the children of Israel. ‘The 
ambassadors carry with them a reward to be 
given in return for the curse, Read verses 
5 and 6, 

1. Balaam’s First Decision.—Did Balaam 
reply at once? We discussed the reasons 
why he did not. _What was his answer? 


-Have verse 12 read. We emphasized the 


fact that Jehovah had definitely told Balaam 
what to do, and he was obédient. 

But is the matter ended here? The men 
returned to Balak with Balaam’s answer. 
Thinking his reward had not been great 
enough, nor his ambassadors honorable 
enough, Balak sends a second request. Read 
verses I5 to 17. 

Oh, Balaam ! if you had only been faithful 
in your obedience to Jehovah! Once, in 
England, a great man named Cardinal Wol- 
sey tried to serve God and his king, amd in 
the end lamented because his king cast him 
from the court in disgrace, Neither master 
honored him. When General Sherman and 
his men marched to the sea, they burned 
their bridges behind them to lessen the 
temptation to turn back, If Balaam had 
only refused to see those ‘‘tempters’’ the 
second time, and had sent them. word that 
Jehovah’s will does not alter with added 
gold. 

What did Balaam do? 

2. Balaam's Second Decision.—Note how 
this second visit was a great temptation. 
Note the yielding in the request to tarry. 
Ilave the girls suggest why Balaam desired 
the ambassadors to wait. What should he 
have done? Where did he lose his’ battle? 
His attempt to please both sides resulted in 
failure. 

3. The end of the story, including Ba- 
laam’s death, was bfiefly told to. prove that 
double-minded men lose both rewards in the 
end. They are faithful to neither side. 

Connection with the thought of the quarter. 
—When choices are placed before us we 
must decide. When girls are asked to de* 
cide for Christ the delay is the first step 
toward failure. It is decision against Jesus. 
On the other hand, attempting to serve him 
and the world at the same time results in 
the failure of the double-minded man to at- 
tain either. Of necessity some things must 
be omitted in our lives if we serve Jesus 
Christ truly. The decision cannot be sin- 
cerely made unless the choice of serving self 
and the world has been dismissed and not 
told to tarry. The will of Jehovah concern- 
ing us does not change, 

Out in the western part. of the United 
States is a huge boulder, balanced on a 
ledge. It rocks in the wind, and this very 
recking makes it more dangerous. Some 
day, perhaps, it will. crash into the valley. 
This is the picture of the one whose deci- 
sions are not always to the glory of God. 
Jehovah cannot use such people in planning 
a great work, One way or the other must 
be chosen. We cannot serve two masters, 
Which choice are you going to make? 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


Read Romans 14: 7-21. Why did Paul 
refrain from meat which was not sinful to 
eat? Answer the second question in Gene- 
sis 4:9. 

Memorize Romans 14:7. Count how 
many things you would have to do without 
if some one else had not helped to provide 
them. How do your good actions and evil 
actions affect others ? 

Memorize Romans 14 : 12, 13. What is 
a stumbling-block? Who is to blame if 
poisoned meat is placed along the street and 


your dog eats it? Who is responsible for | 


the drunkard ? 

Memorize Remans 14: 21. Find the 
reason for denying ourselves even good 
things sometimes (Rom. 13: 10). 

Why should we not desire to injure our 
bodies by using aleohol ? (1 Cor, 6: 19, 20; 
Phil. 1 : 20.) 

Who was John B. Gough ? 
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Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William ©. Rogers 


€ HAT was all that fuss in the papers 
last summer about a lobby investi- 
tion ?’’ asked teacher, 

Bert told about men trying to influence 
Congress, and teacher wanted to know what 
was wrong in that, Fred explained how 
sometimes they didn’t stop with arguments to 
show that their side was right, but offered 
money to get the congressmen to vote for 
something wrong. 

Teacher said this lesson was about a man 
who: tried to bribe another to do wrong, So 
we all got interested and began to sit up and 
take notice. 

Of course we had to answer our home 
questions first. Skinny took our relief map 
and showed the Israelites’ route clear to the 
Jordan River. I pointed out Mount Hor, 
where Aaron died. Bulldog said they took 
the long way round for fear of the gangs of 
heathen laying for them along the main road. 
Carl told about their conquering those two 
kings, Sihon and Og. Bert explained that 
Balak was king of Moab, right near where 
the Israelites were camping. Bumps be- 
lieved Balak was afraid because he knew how 
the Israelites had gobbled up those other 
two kings, and thought his time had come. 
Fred said Balaam was a prophet of the true 
God who lived over near where Abraham 
came from, and was having a hard time to 
keep straight because the heathen all around 
there wanted him to be just a kind of ma- 
gician, Fred asked his father about it, and 
his father said so. 

Then teacher told us the whole story, and 
I tell you, he made it mighty interesting. 

‘*What mistake did Balak make?’’ he 
asked. 

When we couldn’t tell, he took an old 
horseshoe out of the drawer and asked us 
what it stood for, 

** Good luck,’’ we all hollered. 

**Yes,’’ he said, ‘‘people used to nail 
them up over the doors to keep away bad 
luck. Did it do any good?’’ 

‘* Nothin’ to it,’ declared Bulldog. 

‘*What is a better protection for our 
homes ?’’ he asked, and Carl said he’d rather 
pray to God and trust in‘ him. 

‘*That’s it,’? nodded teacher. ‘‘ Balak 
was trying to fight against God by the magic 
of an incantation, instead of getting over 
on to God’s side and having God’s help. 
That’s a common. mistake now,’’ he went 
on, ‘* Men trust to good luck for success, 
instead of asking for God’s help, and brace 
themselves against his wrath instead of sur- 
rendering to his mercy.’’ 

Then he put this on the board: 





BETTER GET 


GOD’S HELP AGAINST SIN 
THAN 


SIN’S HELP AGAINST GOD 











‘* What mistake did Balaam make?’’ was 
his next question. 

‘*He ought not to have listened to the 
men after God told him he mustn’t go,” 
said Carl, 

‘* Why not?”’ asked teacher, 

**’Cause that was fooling with the bait like 
a fish does,*’ answered Bulldog. 

‘*But he didn’t really get caught,’’ per- 
.sisted teacher. ‘* He said what God told him 
to say.’”’ 

** That’s*what he said out loud,’’ declared 
Bert, ‘* because he didn’t dare not.to, but in 
his heart he wanted to say the other thing, 
so as to get the money, and it’s what’s inside 
that counts,” 

Teacher said those were good answers, 
and that even listening to temptation was 
dangerous, like walking on-thin ice. He 
said if Judas and Benedict Arnold hadn’t 
Histened to the bribers they wouldn’t have 
turned out traitors, 

Then he talked about different ways of 
bribing a person now, by promising him the 
| support of the party or to turn business his 
| way, or to hurt his business or his reputation 
if he doesn’t come through. He thinks what 
we need to-day is young men who won’t pay 
| any attention to favors or threats, but go 
| straight ahead doing what they know is 
| right, and he believes we have thousands of 
| them, in the pulpit, in business, and in poli- 
| ties. He says just wait till the men’s Bible 
class movement gets a better hold on politics 
and you’ll see something. I hope I'll be 
old enotgh to vote by that time.: 
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. Then he had us read what Balaam said, 
that about the star coming out of Jacob, you 
know. He explained that the star meant 
Christ, and it was probably from reading this 
prophecy that the Wise-men in Balaam’s 
country long afterward knew what the star 
of Bethlehem meant, 

Just then Bulldog jumped in about 
Balaam’s ass talking that way, but the bell 
rang and teacher had just time to say: ‘I 
guess if a boy can split a crow’s tongue and 
teach him to talk, God could make a donkey 
speak easy enough.’’ Then the superintend- 
ent had to ring his bell again to make us quit 
laughing, 

Next Sunday we take a little vacation in 
the regular lessons so as to study a temper- 
ance lesson, We each have to bring in a 
written answer to the question: How can [ 
know whether a thing is right or not? 

Yours, 
PUCKER. 


Outline on Pucker’s Lesson 
I, Beginning. 
‘The lobby inquiry. 
Il. Method. 


Iiome questions answered, The story told 
by the teacher. Discussion of Balak's 
and Balaam's actions. Explanation 
of Balaam's prophecy. 


III, Points. 
1. ‘The mistake of substituting magic for 
prayer. 
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2. The mistake of fighting God instead 
- of surrendering to God. 
3 ™ danger of dallying with tempta- 
tion. 
4. ‘The need of men who cannot be bought. 


lV. Jllustrations. 


1. Map-work. 

2. A horseshoe. 

3. Blackboard sentence. 

4 Judas and Benedict Arnold. - 


V. Questions, : 
1. Trace on the map the journey from 
Kadesh to, Jordan. 
. Locate Mt. Hor and tell what happened 


there. * 
Why did ‘the Israelites take such a 


“ roundabout way? ~ . 

4. What two kings did the Israelites con- 
quer on the way? 

5. Who was Balak? ‘ : 4 

6. Why was Balak afraid of the Israelites ? 

7. Who was Balaam ? 

8. What mistake did Balak make ? 

9. What is a better protection than trust- 
ing to luck? 

10. What mistake did Balaam make ? 

11. 


Why was ‘it dangerous for‘ Balaam to 
listen to Balak’s offer ? ; 
. Did Balaam do wrong in going to 


told him to? 

What forms of bribery do men use 
to-day? , : 

How iS:the best way to resist'a bribe? 


14. 
15. What did Balaam's prophecy refer to 


13. 
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Professor Erdman’s Bible Class 


By Charles R. 


Erdman, D.D. 








The Destiny of Israel 


“VERYTHING conspired to keep Israel 
out of the land of promise ; but noth- 
ing could withstand the ‘purpose of 

God, The unbelief of the people caused a 
forty years’ delay on the very border? of the 
land; but a new generation arese ready to 
continue the journey and to begin the con- 
quest. Moses fell ‘into sin,’ and was con- 
demned to die outside the land ; but, in un- 
daunted heroism, continued his work, and 
lived to appoint and train ‘his’ successor and 
to see every obstacle removed from before 
the people. The most direct route into the 
land, from the scene of * the wanderings, ’’ 
was northward ; but this was blocked by the 
powerful Canaanites. Turning eastward, to 
pass through the land. of Edom, Moses was 
denied the permission he asked of the king, 
and was compelled to lead the hosts solith- 
ward to Ezion-Geber, and then northward 
to **compass Edom,’?’ When on the diffi- 
cult journey the faith of the people failed, 
and they murmured, and were punished by 
an attack of fiery serpents, Moses lifted up 
a serpent of brass for their healing. When 
the Israelites were met by the army of Sihon, 
king of the Amorites, and later by Og, king 
of Bashan, they were granted successive and 
signal victories ; and they encamped on the 

lains of Moab, near to Jericho, beyond the 
rel in sight of Canaan. 

The last endeavor of the Adversary was 
made through Balak, king of Moab, He 
sent for the prophet Balaam to come and 
curse Israel, thinking that then Israel could 
easily be defeated ; but. when Balaam had 
seen the people he pronounced, not a curse, 
but the destined blessings of God. 

A somewhat strange and surprising char- 
acter is this Balaam, son of Beor of Pethor, 
He is famed as a magician and soothsayer, 
but is the mouthpiece of divine prophecy ; 
he desires to curse Israel, but he pronounces 
them blest; he sighs to ‘‘die the death of 
the righteous,’’ but he tempts a holy nation 
to grievous sin, and falls fighting on the side 
of the enemies of God. 

Yet there is nothing mysterious here. 
Balaam is but one of a countless class of 
men who know what is right and do what 
is wrong. All the apparent contradictions 
are explained by one simple statement ; 
Balaam was trying to serve two masters, 
God and gold. 

When the messengers of Balak arrive with 
promised rewards, he tells them of his alle- 
giance to God; but when he learns that 
Israel is not to be cursed, he expresses his 
regret. Of course the offers of Balak are 
renewed ; the prize is more alluring, and, 
knowing the definite will of God toward 


Israel, Balaam still ventures. to ask permis- 
sion to go. , Permission jis granted, but it is 
a penalty for his perverseness ; for :he goes 
to his disappointment, disgrace, and death. 

On the way he.is rebuked by the ass: upon 
which he is ‘riding, but che still persists in 
going. . He. hopes to secure the gold, but 
quiets his conscience. by a Compromise ; he 
will obey the summons of Balak, but will 
speak only: the words of \God, ; These words 
‘prove to: be words of blessing. Four times 
he attempts to curse, but ‘each time he de- 
clares the glorious. destiny of Israel.» Thus 
the ass is again a rebuke to’ Balaam ; as the 
ass spoke with human voice contrary to na- 
ture, so Balaam, contrary to his. nature, 
spoke the prophecies of the Lord; a man 
who isa slave of gold. unwillingly declares the 
blessedness of the people of God. Balaam 
is dismissed in disgrace by. the angry king ; 
and, in chagrin and desperation, in order to 
win the treasure he offers the demonic coun- 
sel which results in the sin of Israel and in 
his own disgraceful death: 

However unwillingly given, the prophecies 
of Balaam are among the most marvelous the 
Bible contains. In terms of beautiful poetic 
imagery they set forth the. glorious. destiny 
of Israel, In part their predictions were 
fulfiiled by the conquest of Canaan ; but they 
point to far wider horizons. . They suggest 
the coming of Christ, and not only in humil- 
sation to suffer, but in glory to reign. They 
suggest what Israel is yet to be when, as a 
nation, it has accepted Messiah the Prince, 
**the Star out of Jacob.’? The immediate 
purpose of such predictions, evidently re- 
ported to Israel and forming. a part of its 
great national literature, was to discourage 
Balak, to remove the last obstacle to Israel’s 
advance, and to strengthen the people for 
the conquest, The practical aim in all study 
of prophecy is to strengthen the hearts of 
believers, and to enable us,.in times of diffi- 
culty and darkness, to see the glorious,..gra- 
cious purposes of God toward the ‘church, 
and Israel, and the Gentile world. 


Daily Studies 


Monday.—The story of Balaam suggests 
to us, first of all, the peril of entertaining 
‘zempiation. Of his previous history we 
know nothing, but Balaam appears on the 
scene as a man who knows God and desires 
to obey God. When the messengers of 
Balak come to him he turns to God for light 
and guidance. He learns definitely that he 
should not go; but he has been tempted in 
his weakest point. He obeys God; but the 
thought of the promised reward lingers in his 
mind. He longs to disobey. He regrets 
that he cannot go. He intimates that he 





would like to go, but that God will not grant 


Balak, so long as he said what God, 





ermission. He dismisses the messengers, 
t not the. tion (Num; 22 : I-14). 


This was.the first step in his downward 


career. Of course other messengers arrive, 
and the temptation is the stronger. There is 
no sin in being tempted ; but it is both sin- 
ful and perilous to dally with temptation, or 
to entertain any thought or desire which we 
know to be contrary to the will of God (Matt. 
4: 1-11; Heb. 4: 15; 2: 18; Col. 3:5; 
Jas. I : 12-15). 

Tuesday.—Balaam further illustrates the 
ope MET of insisting upon an evil course, 
and of seeking some excuse for doing wrong. 

The conscience becomes blinded. By long 
entertaining the sinful desire, the suggestion 
will at last come that, under certain new 
circumstances, indulgence may be innocent. 
Balaam knew he was not to go to Balak, but 
when thé second messengers arrive he turns 
to ask God whether now he cannot go, Of 
course God bids him to go. No penalty can 


be more severe than the permission to do’ 


wrong. It is the ** way that seems to be 
right,’’ the ‘‘end of which is death.’’ It is 
the way a man prepares for himself by asking 


whether God will not allow him to sin under: 


certain conditions. Usually such a~man 
quiets all fears bya compromise ; he will go 
‘to Balak, but he will not curse Israel (Num. 
22): 15-20; Gen. 3:6; 1 Sam. 13 : 8-13; 
15 : 10-23; 1 Kings 22: 1-40). 
Wednesday.—I\t is evident that Balaam 
was atlempting to. serve two masters, Ue 
knew God, but he loved gold. He feared to 
openly disobey God ; but he had néver sur- 
rendéréd his will to the service of God. It 
is true, that he prophesied as he was com- 
manded ; but it gave him no satisfaction or 
peace of mind, He regretted the loss of the 
promised reward, and obeying his real 
‘master, he bartered his soul, accepted the 
reward of unrighteousness, led Israel into 
sin, and perished in. disgrace. The only 
safety, and the only satisfaction -for the soul, 
is.in.whole-hearted surrender to the will of 
God (2 Pet. 2:15; Jude 11; Num, 31. 8- 
16;..25:.1-3; Rev. 2¢14;, John 4): 34; 
5 3.30; 6: 38; Matt. 6; 24; John 12: 4-65 
Acts I ; 25; 1 John 2: 15-17). 
Zhursday.—That God revealed his will 
concerning’ Isrgel..'‘through. such a, man ag 
Balaam suggests, the truth that he can em- 
ploy. very imperfect. ‘instruments,.and can 


overrule even: tlie folly and sin-of men for the |, 


accomplishment of his own purposes, There 
was, however, a special encouragement to 
Lsrae/in the fact that prophecies of blessing 
came from one supposed to be an ‘‘en- 
chanter,’’ -whose *‘.magic arts’? were being 
sought -by Balak for their ovérthrow. It 
suggested that no powers, seen or unseen, 
could oppose or.injure the people of God. 

This is emphasized in the first parable or 
prophetic utterance of Balaam (Num. 23: 
7-10). He declares that it is -impossible to 
curse or destroy a nation which God has des- 
tined to greatness. As he looks upon Israel, 
he affirms that it is such a nation, and for 
three reasons: it is separate from other na- 
tions (v. 9), it is large in numbers (v. 10), it 
is righteous (v. 10),’ Thus in this last verse 
he means to say that, instead_of being cursed 
as Balak desires, the fate of Israel is to be 
enviable. 

The marks which Balaam observed in 
Israet: have been. characteristic in all .the 
passing centuries. The nation has been 
** separate from all other nations,’’ not only 
as ‘¢ under the special care of God,’’ but as 
‘* marked by isolation”’; no matter in what 
land or among what people, they have ever 
been distinguished) by unmistakable features, 


‘by peculiar customs, and bya desire to avoid 


amalgamation. It is still quite possible to 
classify all nations as ‘‘ Gentiles ’’ in contrast 
with ‘**the Jews.’’? Then, too, Israel has 
increased in numbers, in spite of persecu- 


,tions_and_privations ; and whenever true to 


its lLiws: and traditions, the nation has been 
distinguished from all pagan peoples by its 
high standards of righteousness. 

What Balaam probably meant to empha- 
sizé was the safety (as ‘‘ separate from the 
nations’’), the greatness, and the glorious 
destiny of Israel. By accommodation this 
parable may well suggest to us the blessed- 
ness of the church, the body of Christ (1 Pet. 
2:9, 10; Rom. 8: 38, 39; Eph. 1: 15-23). 

Friday.—The second ‘‘ parable’? of Ba- 
laam declarés the purpose of God toward 
Israel to be unalterable (Num, 23 : 18-24). 
The course of the nation has not been per- 
fect; yet God has seen. nothing which has 
led him to renounce the covenant (21). 
He is himself ia the midst of the people, 
therefore Israel has no need to resort to 
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magic and enchantment (22, 23). The whole 
course of the nation’s history is, and will be, 
a proof of the power of God, and will lead 
men to say, ‘* What hath God wrought? ”’ 

This has been true of Israel through all 
the centuries. The miracle of liistory, an 
unfailing proof of the power and purpose of 
God, has n the persistent, indestructible, 
eternal Jew: He has fallen into unbelief 
and blindnéss, but *‘God has not cast away 
his peoplé’’ (read all of Romans 11). The 
destiny of Israel is unchangeable and glori- 
ous. But its true dignity and glory lie in its 
relation to God. ‘The ungodliness of Israel 
is its disgrace, and 6nly when converted and 

urified will the nation attain its true destiny. 
hen, as nevér before, men will say, ‘* What 
hath God wrought!’ 

Saturday.—The third and fourth Crago 
of Balaam, in comparison with’ the first and 
second, are more definitely predictive.’ ‘The 
first two stated the destiny of Israel to be 
blessed ‘and unalterable, but the last two 
specifically foretell the prosperity and vic- 
tories of Bese (read- Num. 24). The third 
declares the nation is to flourish; its power 
is to be exalted; its adversaries are to be 
destroyed. The fourth specifies these vic- 
tories more distinctly, and’ names the ene- 
mies that are to be permanently Vanquished, 
A careful study of history reveals no adequate 
fulfilment of these propliecies. While the 
expressions are not to be pressed too liter- 
ally, they suggest a national deliverance and 
restoration and dignity which Israel is yet to 
attain (Deut. 30: 3-5; Isa, 11: 11-16; 60: 
8-10; Jer. 315 Ezek, 36: 8,10-24; 37: 2I- 
27; Amos 9: 13-15).. A’ worthy and ‘nota- 
‘ble, if a partial fulfilment, was in the con- 
quest of Canaan. Of larger fulfilments the 
prophet and the people needed then to know 
nothing. They needed oiily to be convinced 
of the presence of God, and of his power to 
deliver from all’ enemies (Psa. 46; 1 Cor. 
10: 13). 

Sunday.—The fourth of these parables 
fixes our thought upon a great Prince who 
was to appear, a ‘*Star out of Jacob,’’ a 
‘** Scepter out of Israel’? (Num. 24: 15-17). 
‘The glorious destiny of Israel was to ive in- 
séparably connected with this. great king. 
Under, his guidance and sway all enemies 
were ‘to be subdued, and final blessedness 
attained. The ‘partial’: fulfilnient ‘of -this 
prophecy was found in David, who brought 
Moab and Edom into temporary subjugation; 
but ‘the prophecy refers more definitely to 
Christ, the Son of David, the Prince, the 
Messiah (Rev. 22: 16), When he at last 
‘appeared; Israel rejected him and secured 
his crucifixion; and for this blind unbelief 
has endured long centuries of misery. But 
in this risen and glorified Prince center all 
the hopes of the nation (Acts 2: 36). He 
is yet to appear a second time, not to suffer, 
but to reign. Only whien Israel repents, and 
turns in trust and submission to him will the 
nation attain its divinely appointed destiny 
(Acts 3: 13-15, 19-21; Acts r: 11; Rev. 1: 
7; Hos. 3: 4,5; Jer. 23 : 3-6; Ezek. 34: 23, 
24; Jer. 31:9, 10, 33; Mic. 4: I, 2). 

Questions to Test Your Study 


1. Which chapters of Numbers relate the 
incidents of Israel’s last year in the wilder- 
ness ? 

2. What was the character of Israel’s first 
relations with Edom? (Num. 20: 14-21.) 

3- What is the theme of Obadiah ? 

4. What three great conquests are reported 
in Numbers 21? 

5- To what did our Lord refer and what 
did he teach by ** the serpent in the wilder- 
ness ’’? (John 3:14; Num. 21; 4-9.) 

6. What is meant by ‘* The Song of the 
Well’? (Num, 21 : 16-18.) 

7. What ‘*song”’ is associated with Sihon ? 
(Num, 21 : 21-32.) 

Books of Reference 

‘©The Jews; Or, Prediction and Fulfil- 
ment,’’ by S. H. Kellogg. (This book is 
now out of print.) 

** Keith on the Prophecies,’’ by Alexander 
Keith, D.D. (Westminster Press, 60 cents.) 

** The Expositor’s Bible : Numbers,’’ by 
R. A. Watson, D.D. Doran, 60 cents.) 

Sermons on Balaam, by F. W. Robertson, 
F. D. Maurice, Bishop Joseph Butler, and 
others. 


PRINCETON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, 
x 
** Just a Minute, by Dr. Charles Frederic 
Goss, is a little book of daily readings. It 
affords suggestive material for prayer-meet- 


ing talks. Copies may be had for 50 cents, 
postpaid, from The Sunday School Times Co. 
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LESSON FOR NOV, 2 (Num. 22 : 1 to 23 : 10) 





ASK .MARION 


, 


ONTARIO.—We have in our Sunday-school 
decided to take Png the matter of a = 


school. paper. I have been ap- 
pointed convenor of the committee to look into 


this matter. I am therefore in search of infor- 
mation on the subject. Are forms for such 
reports p by any of the supply houses ? 
If you can help me in this matter, | will be very 
much obliged.—E. D. W. 


HE results derived from reporting the 
- scholars to their parents at regular in- 
tervals depend entirely on what is re- 
ported and the spirit in which it is done. It 
may be made a great stimulus to further ac- 
tivity and fidelity on the. part of the scholars ; 
or it may discourage them, if too many details 
are entered into, and the scholars are led to 
believe that they are: being watched and 
everything reported to the home folks. It is 
better to-dwell chiefly upon the accomplish- 
ments rather than upon the failures. For 
example, instead of stating that the child has 
been tardy one Sunday during the past 
month, it-would be better to say he has been 
on time every Sunday but one ; and similarly 
with the other details reported. 

Now as to what you shall report, I should 
not think of following’ another’s form, 
Some evening invite half a dozen interested 
fathers and mothers who have children in 
the Sunday-school to talk over this matter, 
and ask them -just what they would like to 
know about their own children. This will 
give you an idea of the things that should be 
reported. Some of the denominational sup- 
ply houses are now issuing report blanks for 
this particular purpose. Such a report should 
cover attendance, punctuality, contribution 
(the fact, not the amount), lesson study, de- 
portment, the bringing in of new scholars, 
Treat them all from the positive rather than 


_ the negative side. 





VERMONT.—Can you give me any informa- 
tion as to where I can obtain 
lan dealing with Sunday-school 
work, the history of the Sunday-school move- 
ment, the growth. of Sunday-schools in Amer- 
ica, and other similar subjects? I have seen 
such sets of slides advertised somewhere, but 
cannot, remember where, Is it necessary to 
purchase the slides, or can they be rented, as 
in case of the missionary lecture slides ?— 
G. H. H. 


ORE and more the stereopticon is com- 
ing into use in iy ste work, and 
properly so. The fascination of a 

picture will often hold attention when noth- 
ing else will, Even the moving pictures are 
now being used, and will be used more than 
ever, in Christian work, It is this fascina- 
tion that gives popularity to the moving- 
picture shows, many of which are very good 
and many very bad. There was an attempt, 
some years ago, to use the stereopticon in 
church and Sunday-school work, and for a 
time it went into disfavor because it was not 
properly used. It is a mistake to take the 
Sunday-school hour, or a church hour, un- 
der ordinary circumstances, for the exclusive 
display of large numbers of pictures. In the 
Sunday-school especialiy two or three pic- 
tures at one session are quite enough, Other- 
wise you are likely to allow your session to 
degenerate into an entertainment, and the 
edge will soon wear off. 

As to Sunday- school slides, any good 
stereopticon house has large numbers of 
slides that are available. All slides on Bible 
lands and customs, and on missionary lands 
and customs, whether they show people or 
buildings, are appropriate if selected with 
discretion, The lists of slides on the Holy 
Land are simply without number, and most 
of them are very. fine. The advertising col- 
umns of The Sunday School Times and other 
publications will give suggestions as to stere- 
opticon houses that handle this kind of slides. 
Last week’s special ‘‘Supply and Equip- 
ment’? number of the Times contained 
many suggestions of this kind. Nearly all 
the houses which supply lantern slides will 
rent them at a very low price, those who 
rent them paying the transportation both 
ways, and for all breakage. 

I do not know of many slides indicating 
the growth of Sunday-school work in Amer- 
ica. There are slides of noted Sunday-school 
workers and Sunday-school buildings, also 
pictures of Sunday-schools themselves, and 
of organized classes, In the report of the 
Intermational Sunday School Convention held 





LAWRANCE! 





in San Francisco in 1911, there are many 
illustrations that would lend themselves to 
Stereopticon use if slides were made. For 
example: the statistical growth; the thor- 
oughness with which the International Asso- 
ciation covers the field; the growth of Or- 
ganized Adult Bible Classes, illustrated by 
diagrams ; also the growth of teacher-train- 
ing and house-to-house visitation, illustrated 
in the same manner ; likewise maps showing 
the development of the field from the stand- 

int of the departments and missions ; the 

nancial development of the work, so far as 
it relates to the International Association. 
These would all make very excellent slides, 
and they would be effective in their use with- 
outa doubt. Many similar pictures could 
likewise be secured from denominational 
sources as well, 





ILLINOIS.—I have a Sunday-school Class of 
young men between seventeen and twenty ; I 
ave had them since they were small boys. We 
were at one time organized, but as I did not know 
what to their 


ings we stopped. When the class was first 
organized we made scrap-books, calendars, 
etc., some for orphans, and some we sold and 
used the money for the poor. Now the class 
wants to organize again, but I am at a loss to 
know what to do at their meetings. Most of 
the boys come from poor homes ; consequently 
there would be but little opportunity in the 
city to get ground, etc., or I would sug- 
gest ee. May I ask your advice as 
to what may good? We have thought of 
taking up some Bible course. ‘he Christian 
boys would enjoy this, but some of the class are 
net as yet Christians.—B. M. 


OUR boys have gotten beyond the 
**scrap-book’’ period, and likewise 
beyond gardening. Your class should 

certainly be organized, and the objective 
should be something worthy of their mettle, 
and something that will make them reach 
up to attain it. If part of their goal were 
to raise money to send some young man to 
school, or to help do’ this, or to contribute 
to the support of some poor widow in the 
neighborhood by paying the«rent, or some 
similar benevolence, this, I:feel sure, would 
appeal tothem, I would advise you to visit 
or correspond with the office of your state: or 
county Sunday-school association, and secure 
some leaflets on organized classes, especially 
the one entitled **One Hundred Things 
One Hundred Classes: are Doing.’’ There 
is a hook by Miss ‘Theresa H. Wolcott, en- 
titled ‘*Five Hundred Ways to Help Your 
Church’? (The Sunday School Times Co., 
$1). This would give you many ideas, some 
of which*would be of service to you. 

The regular Bible lessons prepared by the 
International Sunday School Association are 
all that will be needed for Bible study in 
your class if they are properly presented. 
You should not hesitate to present léssons 
that will help the Christian boys because 
some of the boys in the class are not Chris- 
tians. 


fate! 
Touring Palestine in 1900 B.C. 


( Continued from page 634) 


capricious conduct of the patriarchs, we see 
the exact reflection of their conduct in the 
laws. 

Thus Palestine, instead of being a lawless 
land, was in those days under one of the 
most simple, orderly and symmetrical codes 
ever in force in any land. Abraham com- 
plained that he had no child, ‘‘ And lo, one 
born in my house is mine heir.’’ Strange: 
such a thing has no parallel in modern ideas 
of inheritance. But the code (161) specifi- 
cally prescribed just that. Thus far such 
were the only heirs of Abraham according 
to law, and this was his complaint. What 
strained explanations used to be given of 
the seemingly outrageous conduct of Abra- 
ham and Sarah concerning Hagar, but the 
code (146) prescribes the whele curious 
transaction. 

The elaborate {preparation for Rebecca’s 
dower, a, dower which required ten pack 
camels to transport it, and the well-estab- 
lished custom which such preparation implies 
are not only confirmed, but found to be in- 
corporated in the laws of the land (code 
160), a step beyond present progress in many 


|| out to a canclusien, only the 
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civilized lands concerning marriage portions, 
‘The battle: for protection: now being waged 


so fiercely in some places had been fought 
tion found 
necessary was for the man then! Again, 
concerning the summary punishment by burn- 
ing threatened by Judah oon his daugh- 
ter-in-law Tamar, it is revealed in euphemis- 
tic language that the social evil had called 
out very drastic legislation even in those 
early days (code 110). Also the ceremonious 
conveying of property from the sons of Heth 
to Abraham for a burial-place, however much 
it may suggest the spectacular ways of un- 
tutored peoples, is found to be crystallized 
into legal forms of written law requiring 
‘* witnesses and bonds.’ (code 7). 

So our Palestine tourist in patriarchal days 
will need to anticipate the orderly ways of 
the well-established civilization of an agri- 
cultural land with centers of trade and gov- 
ernment, and expect to find Babylonian laws 
as rigidly enforced as Russian law is to-day. 
And with it all he may look forward to com- 
forts, pleasures, even luxuries, of which he 
perhaps has not dreamed, But of that an- 
other time. 


PHILADELPHIA, 





For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 








T IS an injury to conscience to attempt to 
compensate for evil deeds by benevo- 
lent gifts, or to cover sin by clothing it 

with righteous motive. 
Balaam was none the less wicked because 
he pretended to be doing God’s will. Liis 
heart was not right. He outwardly served 
and conformed, he inwardly craved and de- 
ceived, Good can never ultimately come 
from sinful means or methods. God does 
not need the ill-gained money of sinful men 
to construct or hasten his kingdom. Better 
nothing done in his name and work than 
much with the wages of unrighteousness, 

The sins of. our social system, and many 
of the ills growing out of our economic sys- 
tem, are not in need of relief so much as 
cure. They need a preventive more than a 
remedy. Vice begins in the ownership and 
rental of property, and the blame is not 
rightly placed by prosecuting the saloon- 
keeper or brothel proprietor, ‘The Chris- 
tian church and civic righteousness must find 
their common denominator in the individual 
Christian and his absolute integrity if Christ 
is to be exalted and souls saved. 

Balaam may speak and pray and pretend, 
but there is a reality and truth back of mere 
exterior which acknowledges God’s insight ; 
‘¢ Thou God seest me,’’ for as a man think- 
eth in his heart so-is he. 

The pulpit and pew and family altar need 
individuals to-day who wili spurn and anni- 
hilate unreality, and face facts as they are, 
ignoring excuse and superficial explanations 
as they go to the root of causes and demand 
that men serve God rather than mammon. 

Balaam still lives to-day, but he lives to 
die, and the sooner he is discovered and 
disclosed the sooner Christ’s name and 
church will gain honor and power. 


October 27 to November 2 


Mon,—Num. 22: 2-6; 24: 10-19. 
Balaak and Balaam. 

These two men represent: a certain belief 
in God, but from very different standpoints. 
The one as king of Moab, who wished to 
save his land and people from destruction, 
feared him as an enemy. The other asa 
prophet feared to: disobey him outwardly, 
but cared not for the inward reality of faith. 
*¢’The devils also believe and tremble,’” the 
hypocrite believes and deceives. 


Eternal and most merciful God, we thank 
thee that men who are not sincere can never 
have power with thee or with thy creatures. 
Deliver us from the subtle sin of self-decett. 
May no love for the wages of unrighteous- 
ness lead us to seek to deceive others or thee, 
or even our own hearts, In thy name. 
Amen. 


Tues.—Num. 21: 1-9. The Brazen Serpent. 
The punishments of God are sure, but he 
also has provided a complete salvation for 
those who will avail themselves of it. The 
serpent’s bite meant death, but a look at 
Moses’ serpent of brass meant redemption. 
What a wonderful type of the crucified 


The hypocrisy of | 
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Saviour! ‘* There is life for a look ’’ at him 
to-day as there was then in the wilderness 
as they looked upen that serpent of -brass.- 


Dear Saviour, may the “why” and 
‘wherefore’? of salvation never hinder us 
from beholding the Lamb of God whe 
taketh away the sin of the world. May 
we know the sure penalty of sin, just as those 
Lsraelites knew the surety of the serpent’s 
sting, and may we look to thee and live, for 
thy name’s sake. Amen, 


Wed.—Num, 22: 21-35. Balaam and the Angel. 

It is wrong to pray that our desires should 
be fulfilled or our requests granted when 
they are contrary to God’s direction, Ba- 
laam’s primary trouble was that, although he 
knew God told him not to heed Balak’s in- 
vitation, he was willing to ask again when 
the request was repeated. He wanted to go, 
and thought to persuade God. 


May we, our Father in Heaven, promptly 
and emphatically obey thee when thou dost 
direct us. May we never know hesitancy 
nor compromise, Save us from moments o 
indecision and delay. Like Philip the 
evangelist may we immediately do thy bid- 
ding without question orargument, In thy 
name, Amen, 


Thurs.—Num. 22 : 36 to 23: 12. 
Balaam’s First 


One cannot die the death of the righteous 
unless he lives constantly in the presence 
and service of his God. Death is not an 
anxiety to the soul whose life is constantly 
with Christ. Death means larger, fuller life. 
** For me to die is gain.’’ Human fear of 
death is natural even among the best of 
Christians, for we cling to the human, but if 
we are his, he will be with us in death’s 
dark valley. 


Our loving God, may we too live the life 
of the righteous. May we never forget thee, 
nor wander from thee, but do thy will this 
and every day. When others curse theeand 
thy chosen ones, may we bless and honor thee, 
but with all sincerity and truth, In Christ's 
name, Amen, 


Fri.—Num. 23: 13-26. Balaam's Second Prophecy. 

It is a grave error to think that changed 
circumstances will change our relations and 
attitude to God or to our Rikcccnen Earthly 
viewpoint has little to do with heavenly 
vision, To stand with Christ transforms 
every view into one of blessing. ‘‘I would 
rather walk with him in the dark than walk 
alone in the light.’’ 


Eternal Father, may we never be led by 
thine enemies to points at variance with thy 
view of duty and truth. No matter what 
the occasion or place, may we ever bless and 
glorify thy name and work, Make us ready 
atall times to give a reason for the hope 
thatisours, Inthe Saviour’sname. Amén, 


Sat.—Num. 23 : 27 to 24: 9. 
Balaam’s Third Prophecy. 

If we are God’s children we need not fear 
in the slightest the attempts of the enemy to 
curse us. The words of this third prophecy 
will ever be true. ‘* Blessed is he that 
blesseth thee, and cursed is he that curseth 
thee.”’ The wrath. of man praiseth God 
constantly when wicked men seek to injure 
and destroy the genuine Christian, A thou- 
sand voices spring up to defend the Christ- 
like life. 


Ever blessed and loving Lord, we pray 
thee that we may be worthy of thy praise in 
the faithful dissharge of our duties, May 
we not wait for special occasions, but when 
peacefully within our own homes and at our 
accustomed tasks may others say of us, ‘How 
goodly are thy tents, O Jacob!”” Weaskin 
Chris?’s name. Amen, 


Sun.—Num. 24: 10-25. Balaam’s Final Prophecy. 

This man, who was such a strange combi- 
nation of good and evil, cursed Israel by his 
example and teachings, although he out- 
wardly blessed them. For the wages of un- 
righteousness he taught Israel to sin. His 
lips were oil, his deeds were wicked. -Out- 
wardly he was holy; inwardly he was un- 
holy. What a hollow mockery ! 


Cleanse thou us, O God, from secret sins. 
May they never have dominion over us. 
May our lips never utter what our very souls 
do not believe and what our lives do not ex- 
emplify. May the awful subtlety of such 
sin as Balaam’s never be ours, but “* Let the 
words of our mouth, and ihe meditation of 
our heart be acceptable in thy sight, O Jeho- 


| vakh, our strength and our redeemer.’’ Amen, 








642 * 


Startling and 
Reassuring Facts 


About Old 
Testament Criticism 


A remarkable series of articles by 
the Rev. Professor Griffith Thomas 








D? YOU know just what kind of Biblical Criticism to welcome, and 
what kind to reject? -Do you know how to test the findings of the 
modern criticism for yourself? 

Professor Griffith ‘Thomas hag written a series of articles for Sunday 
School Times readers that bring out some startling and sotne reassuring facts. 
He shows how deadly a foe is the modern criticism to the spiritual life of the 
Christian church. But he also shows how we may be safeguarded against 
such criticism, by applying a few common-sense and searching tests. 

From the testimony of higher critics themselves, the work of criticism 
has been accompanied bya ‘‘ partial eclipse’’ of the Old Testament. Spirit- 
ual life and spiritual work have suffered imraense loss where the higher criti- 
cal views have been accepted. © ‘‘ A huge unbridged chasm separates present 
scholarship from living religion.’’. We need to be. keenly alive to this 
unquestionable fact. 

But God has given us mightily effective weapons against the attacks of 
criticism. 
unanswerable natural evidences. ‘‘ During sixty years of archeological 
research not a single discovery has been made which goes to support the fun- 
damental positions of the Higher Criticism, while discovery after discovery 
has been made to prove the truth of the traditional view of the Bible."’ 

The five tests offered.in Dr. Thomas’ conclusion, by which all criticism 
of the Bible must be. judged if it would prove itself trustworthy, are so 
clear, direct, and satisfying that you will want to clip them out and keep 
them in your Bible. 


This series of articles, coming as a fitting close to the 


year’s studies in the Old’ Testament, will start almost 


immediately in the columns of The Sunday School Times. 





: Dr. J.-R. Miller’s 
Intimate Letters on Soul Problems 


<9 
> J. R. MILLER was a physician to souls. Perhaps no other man of 

our generation has treated so many individual souls with. the loving 
skill of the Master Physician. For it was the rule of his life to write at least 
one letter a day to some one who was in personal need ; and he seldom 
stopped with one letter. People from all over the world sought his help on 
soul problems ; often they received a message that made life new. 

Through his literary executor, Dr. John T. Faris, The Sunday School 
Times has been given a large number of Dr. Miller’s choicest letters,— 
copies of which were preserved in his letter-books,—and these are to be 
published, as nearly as possible in every issue, in The Sunday School 
Times during the coming twelve months. The series will be introduced 
by a personal sketch of this ‘* Christian Knight of the Golden Pen,’’ written 
by. Dr. Faris, telling of the careful method by which the marvelous ministry 
of letter-writing was kept up, and revealing the heart of the man. 

Dr. Miller’s letters cover such a surprising range of life interests that 
your need is likely to be met there. And they show, too, how you asa 
teacher may meet the needs of others. Here, for example, are some of the 
themes that are likely to be discussed in the letters published : 

To One Who is Depressed. 

To One Ambitious to Write. 

How to Endure. settled, Burdens, 

His Twenty-First Birthday. The Choice of Amusements, The Simplicity of Faith. 

To One in Doubt About Mar- Talking About One’s Self. A Plea to Accept Christ. 
riage. Songs in the Night of To One Who Wishes to Help 

The Lesson of Self-Control. Pain. a Doubting Friend. 

The Joy of Talking with God. For a Mother Anxious About Entering Into the Life of 

Getting Along with Folks, a Son, Others. 


What it Means to Unite with Letting the Face Talk. Victorious Living. 
the Church, Which Duty Comes First ? To a Writer of Helpful Let- 


To One Whose Religious Glorifying Self and Glorifying 
Belief Had Been Un- God. 


A Mother’s Burdens. Mastering the Blues. ters. 
Wise and Unwise Testimony A Busy Mother's Spiritual No Withdrawing from the 
for Christ. Problems. World, 


: resurrection life. 


The things dug up by pick and spade are among the most 
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Books That Are 


Worth Knowing | 





In Short Stories of the H Henry 
Martyn Kieffer, D.D., speaks of fifty familiar 
hymns by thirty-five different authors, telling 
how they came to write these verses which 
have become so widely popular. The story 
2s awhole impresses one with the human 
tragedies out of which so many of our. pas- 
sionate and glowing hymns were born. :These 
eternal flowers of song grew from graves of 
buried hopes, and breathe the power of the 
(Lancaster, Pa. : Stein- 
man & Foltz, $1.10, postpaid.) 


Indoor Games and Socials for Boys 
(By G. Cornelius Baker).—No group of boys, 
or grown people either, could pass a dull 
evening if they had this book to refer to. It 
is a collection of games, stunts, jokes, and 
tricks that will fully answer the question, 
‘* What shall we play?’’? There are games 
for small boys ae large ones, athletic games, 
mental games, old favorites, and new bidders 
for favor, all of them simple and practical. 
One department describes various kinds of 
social evenings. Another chapter. gives 
hints: for refreshments, The book will be a 
continual help to all who plan good times. 
(Association Press, 75 cents.) 


Outline yaa 4d the Bible (By William 
Evans, D.D.).—Helps to a better knowledge 
of the Bible are always welcome, and Dr. 
Evans here provides a work of distinct value, 
small in compass, clear in statement, strong 
in teaching, and full of instruction for mind 
and heart. It is not often that so much ma- 
terial is found in so short’a space, or so 
much guidance given toward a mastery of 
the outlines of the Bible. This is truly a 
‘*fundamental method of Bible study’’ in 
enabling readers to gain an idea of the Bible 
as a whole, a general survey of the two Tes- 
taments in their relations, a thorough grasp 
of the important contents of each ‘Festament, 
a.correct statement of the related. books in 
each part, a knowledge. of individual books, 
and some poy me on great‘themes. This 
is just the book :for jpastors, Biblé class iead- 
ers, and. other teachers, as one of real help- 
fulness toward that knowledge..of-the Bible 
which is. the foundation .of, everything impor- 
tant in. life. (Bible Institute Colportage 
Association, 50. cents net.) 


Effective Bible Study (By Fred S. 
Goodman).—Many a man has. come to an 
hour when he felt that he wanted very much 


to do some good honest Bible study for him- 


self, and he has recognized with surprise 
that he did not know how to go about it. 
Many a man has felt that he would like to 
lead or organize a group of men in a Bible 
class that should amount to something, and 
again he comes up to the realization that he 
does not know how. Two things, then, he 
asks for: methods of working and books to 
help the work. Mr. Goodman wrote a chap- 
ter in ‘‘Making Religion Efficient,’’ the 
book of methods issued by the Men and Re- 
ligion Movement to meet just these needs, 
The chapter has proved so useful that it has 
been issued separately in this form, It con- 
tains a very clear statement of methods and 
a list of useful books of helps on Bible study, 
so carefully classified and described that the 
man who is not expert but knows what he 
wants ought not to fail to find the best sort 
of direction in this little guide-book, (Asso- 
ciation Press, 25 cents.) 


Yourself and Your House Wonder- 
ful (by H. A. Guerber) is an attractive vol- 
ume with many line drawings and a few 
mellow and very pleasing color plates. It is 
intended to teach to children, under twelve 
years, some facts about the structure and 
functions of their bodily organs with a view 
to hygienic care and sex purity. While there 
is much to be said in favor of the method 
here pursued, it is questionable whether 
there is not too much detail. Children 
ought to learn to be careful of them- 
selves,but they ought not to think too much 
of their’ physiological processes. In any 
case, 'it'seems quite unnecessary to mix the 
fanciful with the natural—as in the use of the 
**dwarf’’ to represent certain life processes, 
or in the naming of the white corpuscles 
*“boats,’* If the whole..book were in this 
fanciful vein it would be different. . While 
sex ‘imatters ‘are ‘revealed with Considerable 





skill, there is also here a doubtful excess of 
particulars. 

The spirit and pu of the book are 
reverent and pure (although some premises 
are disputable), and the teacher or parent 
who wants help in this direction can make 
judicious omissions, according to circum- 
stances, (The Uplift Publishing Company, 
$2 net.) 


. Religious Education in the Home 
(By John D. Folsom).—The vital relation 
which the home sustains to the religious 
education of the child is an old subject, but 
one that needs re-emphasizing for. every 
generation, and especially for this one which 
is relegating to the public school, the Sunday- 
school, and the community, the clear home 
responsibility for foundational things in the 
character-making of children. In Mr; Fol- 
som’s book, in a wholesome way, free from 
pedagogical terms, there are set out fli¢xgreat 
foundation. stones af the ;child’s ‘¢limjacter- 
making. Outstanding in these chapters, as 
the largest factor in this, is the parent}s_own 
character, and a sympathetic, tactful: :rela- 
tionship to the child. Especially impressive 


‘is the chapter which deals with the-profound 


influence for all of. life—of the -pre-natal 
‘period and the three or four years - following 
birth. 

The pertinent illustrations with which the 
book abounds make it readable for the ordi- 
nary parent. One wishes that the chapter 
on Religious Instruction in the Home might 
have been strengthened by suggestions of 
books and courses and plans to help. the 
parent: who needs such ‘directions.’ ‘There 
are given, however, many helpful hints that 
will be suggestive to the discriminating 
reader, (Eaton & Mains, 75 cents net.) 


Bible Atlas (By Townsend Mac Coun).— 





-This little. book will :sell -itself on sight to 


busy pastors, editors, and other Bible students 


atlas available. -And the purchase? will n 


-as thé‘mbst ‘satisfattory and coniptete ing 
hie 


“be disappointed: ‘The ‘conception ‘of t 
author and the mechanicalrealization by the 


‘publishers in the form and style of the book 
are above criticism, There are 121 maps 
and diagrams covering every period. of the 
history of the Holy Land, from the making 
of the land ii geological time down’ to ‘the 
present day in human history. ° ‘There are 39 
physical maps and charts and 82 of an his- 
torical~ character. * Following the’ maps’ are 
170 pages of descriptive and ‘historical geog- 
raphy, into which is condensed, marvelously 
condensed, and yet in a most'attractive and 
readable form, a surprising amount of exact 
information, At the end of the book isa 
chronological table. ‘Ail* this is ‘ clearly 
printed on excellent paper, with’ maps of 
brilliant coloring and sharp contrasts, and 
yet makes only a12mo book, less than. three- 
quarters of an inch in thickness, It is a 
volume for the traveling-bag or even the 
overcoat pocket as well as the study-table. 
Too much can hardly be said for this atlas 
as a practical historical geography for con- 
stant use. : & 
Like every new practical idea that the 
world gets hold of, it has not been made per- 
fect in all its details at the very outset. 
Even its long list of maps somehow wunac- 
countably, it must have been accidentally, 
omitted one or‘two, And the next edition 
will surely contain an alphabetical index, so 
essential to every kind of gazeteer. Here 
and there also may be found slips in state- 
ment of facts, as when the finding of the 
Tel el-Amarna tablets is attributed to the 
wrong person, The few instances of such 
imperfection should not detract from the 
hearty commendation and reception which 
the book deserves. (New York: L. L. 
Poates Publishing Co., $1 ; with text, $1.50. ) 


A Hebrew, Anthology (Edited. by 
George Alexander Kohut}).—Although col- 
lections somewhat similar have been made 
before, no one has ever gathered together so 
much material in this field as appears in the 
two stout volumes of a Hebrew Anthology 
edited by Dr. Kohut. The books contain 
almost everything of value that has been put 
into poetical form on the Old Testament 
and post-biblical tradition, The contribu- 
tions have been selected from writers. extend- 
ing from the days prior to the Elizabethan 

(Continued on next page) 
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LESSON FOR NOV. 2 (Num. 22 : r to 23 : 10) 
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Horsford’s Acid Phosphate 














Why Not Use the 
American 
Standard 
. Bible . 

Edited by the American Revision 
The most correct trans- 
lation — hem 
By the most eminent 
tian Scholars 
From the oldest manuscripts 


The best version of the Scrip- 
tures ever produced 

| Prices from 35 cents: up— for salé by leading 

‘ Bevksellers—send for Booklet and Price List te 

3 (),,43ble Publishers for Over 50. ¥ears 

‘i 881 A Fourth Avenue, New York 
‘Agents. Wanted for the::Cross' Reference Bible § 














amaze Collection 
of Drills, Recitations and 
Dialogs for Christmas. 15 cents postpaid. 


New Sacred Cantatas 


for young people. 
In two parts throughout. 


Emmanuel’s Day _ Returnable 
examination copies sent 
Song of the Angels on requent. 


New Xmas Services 


j Soaee F tex EE 
to any S.S.Supt., 
Christmas Classics No.2 | Pastdr or Music 
Festival Songs No. 5 Com. who will 
and penites, this 

a a iv 

The Universal King (New) | name of church 
Story and Song Service. & denomination. 


Tullar-Meredith 265 W. 36th Street, New York. 


METHODIST EPISCOPAL 


E. A. Yeakel, Agt, 1018 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pe. 
_ Headquarters for publications of: Methodist k 

Concern. Send us all orders for Christmas Serv- 

heen 4nd Sapotios, no matter by whom published. 

Full line Bibles, Sunday-school Supplies, Boys’ and 

arden ag hig we Cards, on etc. 

Peloubet’s S. S. Lesson Notes, 1914, $1.00; postage. 10c. 

Tarbell’s Teachers’ Guide, 1914, $1.00; postage, 15c. 
Gist of the Lesson, Torrey, 1914, 25c.; postage, 2c. 


ASK FOR caflthe. scecicar Pos co.Shieseo 


THE BEST WAY 
THE USE OF THE IND/V/DUAL 
eeeene® LOVIMIUNION SERVICE was in- 
CREASED THE ATTENDANCE AT THE 
40RP05 SUPPER (IN THOUSANDS 
OF CHURTHES 1T Wild 0050 F0A 


YOUR CHURCH SEN. 10S 
TRATED PRICE rats — 


IVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE 
1701-1708 Chestnut Suess 
Address Dept. B Philacelphis 


an BELLS "=. 
Chime 
Peal seteun tea Femmes Ge. atenae ee OS. 


In ordering goods, or in making inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publishers, as well as the adver- 
tiser, by stating that you saw the advertisement 
in The Sunday School Times. . .. 
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riod down to modern times, and include 
Fyrical, narrative, and devotional poems 
(vol. i), as well as selections from the drama 
(vol. ii). 

The aim of the editor is ‘‘to show to what 
extent the form and spirit of Hebrew tradi- 
tion dominate English poetry.’”’ The editor 
should have said, ‘‘ English poetry sung by 
Christian bards only’’ ; for despite the fact 
that Dr. Kohut is himself a most loyal Jew, 
he has, aside from two selections from his 
own pen, excluded everything written by his 
own people. Yet it is interesting to note 
that he has refrained from printing almost 
everything that shows a Christological trend. 

As is to be expected, the poems vary 
greatly in value ; yet there are but few con- 
tributions indeed that will not meet with a 
hearty welcome. Unfortunately some omis- 
sions occur; such, for example, as Stephen 
Phillips’ “ Herod’’; but the editor is not 
responsible for these, since, as he pathetically 
remarks, ‘‘ their publishers, for material rea- 
sons, would not sanction their use.’’? While 
the books will be of value to the layman as 
well as to the preacher, they ought to be 
especially helpful to the worker in the relig- 
ious school, The teacher will here find 
gathered together in chronological order a 
superabundance of poetical material, that 
he‘can use both as memory gems and as 
illustrative of his lesson story. Even though 
he do but little more than finger through the 
books; he will lay them aside with a revived 
feeling of the influence that Hebrew scrip- 
tures have exercised upon English and 
‘American life and literature. (Cincinnati: 
S. Bacharach, $5.) 





Children at Home 








Bobby’s ‘‘ Keep Off” 
By Alice Annette Larkin 


OBBY BROWN huitied homie very fast. 

He had thought of a’ fine plan and 

‘| was quite: anxious td carry it out. He 

had just spied ‘the . “* Keep: -Offvthe Grass”’ 

signs that Mr. Tyler had placed ‘of his lawn, 

and these signs printed: in: big black letters 
had suggested the plan, + 

‘When Bobby reached ‘home, he hunted 
around in the cellar until he found a liitle 
can of red paint, a small brush, and some 
brand new shingles; then he went to work. 
It was harder than he had thought, for the 
letters would run up hill in spite of all he 
could do, and he never could make a vér 
good K. But’ he was through at last, ‘and 
several ‘* Keep Off’’ signs, printed in big red 
letters, were placed in the sun to dry. 

‘* There,’’? Bobby said as he looked at his 
work, ‘‘ Now I guess Billy Dix and the other 
boys won’t be borrowing my things any more. 
It’s no fun having to divide with everybody 
else.’’ And Bobby felt quite proud of his 
little plan, He went to bed that night to 
dream of a new bicycle that was all his own 
and a cart that no one ever dared to borrow. 
And the very next morning his dream began 
to come true. Billy Dix came hurrying into 
the Brown yard just after Bobby had gone to 
school. 

***Oh, Mrs, Brown,’’ he asked breathlessly, 
‘**do you s’pose I could borrow Bobby’s cart 
to carry the clothes to Mrs. Raynor in? 
There’s a big basketful this morning and my 
cart’s broke.’’ 

‘*Why, of course you can take it, Billy; 
just help yourself. I guess you’ll find it 
right there in the cellar. 

Mrs. Brown was very busy just then, and 
she soon forgot all about Billy and the cart. 

Yes, Billy had found it in the very darkest 
corner of the cellar. He drew it to the light 
and then stopped and stared. There on the 
seat was a big *“*Keep Off’’ sign printed in 
crooked red letters. What could it mean? 
He and Bobby had always shared their things 
before. But Billy didn’t wait in the cellar 
very long. He hurried out of the door and 
behind the lilac bushes and home. Thenhe 
and his mother spent two. whole hours trying 
to mend his old cart so he could use it for 
carrying the clothes to be washed... And Bil- 
ly’s little brother, who had been promised a 
ride in-Bobi»y’s cart, cried and cried because 
he couldn’t have it. 

Billy had been gone only .a few minutes 
when Roland, Bobby’s brother, came in from 
school saying that he. had to go-op, an.errand 
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for his teacher, so he guessed he would bor- 
row Bobby’s wheel; but he didn’t. When 
he saw the big *‘ Keep Off’’ sign in front of 
it, he turned away in disgust and went off 
down the road on the run, He could think 
of many a time when Bobby had borrowed 
his things. And it took him three times as 
long to do the errand as it would if he could 
have ridden somebody’s bicycle. He was 
even late for dinner. eee 

That night and the next night Bobby won- 
dered and wondered why Billy didn’t come 


over to play ball with him. For some reason ° 


there didn’t seem to be anybody who had 
much time to play. Of course he could ride 
his new bicycle up and down the street, but 
there wasn’t much of any fun in that when 
there was no one to be glad that you had it, 

The third morning after the signs had been 

ut up, Father Brown, ,whose hoe Bobby 
himself had broken, went into the cellar in- 
tending to borrow Bobby’s small hoe for a 
few minutes, But he didn’t touch it; he just 
shook his head soberly when he saw the 
‘* Keep Off’’ sign tied to its handle and came 
out without it. 

Yes, Bobby’s fine plan had worked, and 
he had everything to himself.. But he wasn’t 
happy, no, not a bit, and he wandered, 
about the yard wishing that some one ‘would 
come and play with him, -But no one came 
so he went and sat down on the bench under 
the old red apple tree and began to think 
and think, 

‘*Oh dear!’ he sighed, ‘‘I guess signs 
aren’t so nice after all, unless it’s on lawns. 
It’s: more fun to-have an old bicycle that’s all 
worn out and let the boys take turns in riding 
it than a new one that nobody praises at all.’’ 
Then he. came to a sudden decision, ‘1’ll 
burn those old signs up,’’ he declared as he 
jumped up from hisseat. Five minutes later 
the ‘*Keep Off’’ signs had all found their 
way into the kitchen stove, and Bobby. was 
half way across the back yard in search of 
Billy Dix. 

“Oh, Billy,’’? he called out from the or- 
chard gate, ** come on over and try my new 
wheel. It’s adandy. ‘Then we’ll take the 
cart and go after your-clothes. It’s lots more 
fun to share things; den’t you think,so.?.’’ , 

‘Sure I do,’ Bobby. Mother’ says the 
best fun..we have -is  what,, we share*;with 
somebody else! “ Heére’s some Indian drrows 
I’ve been saving for you.”’ 

‘*Say, Billy, you’re a brick!’ Bobby 
Brown cried joyfully. And two small “boys 
ran a race to the new bicycle in the cellar. 

ASHAWAY, RHODE ISLAND. 





Fai PSS 
MENTAL STRAIN 


Causes run-down health 
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Scott’s Emulsion and rest 

are needed, but SCOTT’S | 
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the blood, nourishes the 
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and immediat 











7>by Correspondence 


founded by D. L. Moody, offers 
the following four courses of study: 


Bible Doctrine. vangelical 
Practical Christian Work{ )Economical 
Instructive 


Synthetic Bible Study Inspiring 


During the last six months the number of new stu- 
dents has been doubled. For fall information apply to 


The Maody Bible Institute; 
153-163 » Dept. A8, Chicago, Ill. | 


fax CLASS PINS 


. FACTORY TO YOU , 
\) onal / 


College, School or Seciet 
wo. 1678 =6© Catalog with attractive 
prices mailed free upon request. Special 
Offer, either style of pins here illustrated 
with any three letters and figures, one or 
two colors of enamel. Sterling Silver, 30c. 
each; $3.00doz.; Silver Plate, 15c. each; 
; BROS, 


CO., 304 Bastian Bidg., 


















Wo. 
$1.50 doz. 
Rochester, N.Y. 





A Food Drink 
Which Brings Daily Enjoyment 


A lady doctor writes : 

‘Though busy hourly with my own 
affairs, I will not deny myself the pleas- 
ure of taking. a few minutes to tell of 
my enjoyment daily obtained from my 
morning cup of Postum. It isa food 
beverage, not an irritant like coffee. 

‘*I began to use Postum 8 years ago, 
not because I wanted to, but because 
coffee, which I dearly loved, made my 
nights long, weary periods to be dreaded 
and unfitting me for business during the 
day. 

‘*On advice of a friend, I first tried 
Postum, making itcarefully as suggested 
on the package. As I had always used 
‘‘cream and no sugar,” I mixed my 
Postum so. It looked good, was clear 
and fragrant, and it was a pleastre to 
see the cream color it as my Kentucky 
friend wanted her coffee to look—‘ like a 
new saddle.’ 

‘* Then I tasted it critically, for I had 
tried many ‘substitutes’ for coffee. I 
was pleased, yes, satisfied with my 
Postum in taste and effect, and am yet, 
being aconstant user of it all these years. 
I continually assure my friends and ac- 
quaintances that they will like it in 
place of coffee, and receive benefit from 
its use. I have gained weight, can sleep 
and am not nervous. 


Name given by Postum Co., Battle | 


Creek, Mich. Write for the little book, 
‘The Road toWellville.”’ 

Postum comes in two forms : 

Regular Postum—must be well boiled. 


Instant Postum is a soluble powder. | 
A teaspoonful dissolves quickly in a | 


cup of hot water and, with cream and: 
sugar, makes a Gelicious beverage in- 
Stantly. Grocers sell both kinds. 

** There’s a reason” for Postum. 








BASTIAN 
The Sunday School Gimes 
Philadelphia, Oct. 18, 1913 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia ae 
“‘ second-class matter.”” 





Advertising Rates 
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The Sunday School Times is publisiied 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
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age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 
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NEW FALL 
CATALOG 
now being mailed,. free. 
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ook of New York and Paris} 


Free. Delivery. terms 
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send Free Catalog No.27." 














Increase the Earning | 


Power of Your Savings— 


‘This Company Offers You 


PER CENT 
Certificates 











, cusining for two years, and issued in ‘amounts of $roo. 


‘¢ 


These certificates are amply’ securéd ‘by “first mort- 
ges on improved real estate deposited in trust with 
one of thie. stro trust, companics ja Baltimore, 
. They bear 6° cent interest an ey are issued! by 
a cumpony ths thatin the 18 years of its <alatonees-pyen 


ir times.o financial depression. has.never been a day 
late in mts mall ing of interest cliecks, or repayment of 
‘prin cipa 


pure arejt “j@eal form of investment for savings or 


idle fund 


» Lessons, Music, etc. 


The b perk lent Book ells al? about 
them. ‘Let us: send. tt to you. 


The CALVERT. MCRTGAGE COMPANY 
1064 Calvert Building - Baltimore, Md. 





POULTRY pPAP ER 


you want ‘to know about care aud man- 

agement of poultry for pleasure or profit. 
Four months for 10 cents. 

. Poultry Advocate, Dept. 139, Syracuse, N. ¥. 


_ DUPLICATING IS EASY! 


If you wish to copy uncopyrighted Sunday School 
where from 3 to 50 exact re — 

uired, nothing better and cheaper than 

icator. Write to-day. 

New York City. 
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The Young People’ 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer. 








s| 
Sunday, November 2, 1913 


The Ideal Christian, X1: His Heavenly 
Helpet (Heb. 13 : 5-15: Conse- 
cration meeting). 





. . ieee tk ee i 
Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
MON. —Intimeof trouble (Exod. 14 19-22)... / 
TUES.—Behind the veil (2 Kings’6 : 15-18). 
WED.+The lions’ den (Dan, 6 : 18-23). 
THURS: eae: s confidence (John 19 : 8- 


12), 
FRI.—Prisons broken (Acts 12 : 1-10). 
Sat.—God our help (Deut. 33,: 26-29). 











— 
How hasGod helped his people? | 
How have we experienced his help? 
How may we obtain his help? 


ESUS lived in the knowledge that his life 
was all in God, and that God’s strength 
and guidance were at his call every 

moment. He told Pilate that he had no 
power of his own against him atall. He 
told his disciples that they need not lift their 
hands to defend him from arrest, that he 
needed only to ask his Father, and he would 


‘| send him more than twelve legions of angels. 


He 
thank thee that thou heardest me. 
knew that thou hearest me ‘always.”’ 


prayed once aloud, to God, ‘ Father, I 
And I 


in him he rested with, perfect peace, 
.& 
And the same Father who was always with 
esus, and who ever heard and helped him, 
is ready tobe our Helper and to hear us also. 
And Jesus himself has promised to be with 
us, and tostrengthen us for every work he sets 
disciples that they could 
count upon his continupys ‘presence and 
assistance. And they iol his promise 
and found it true. 


wearing a for: J aby kdb en at pe is is, —the same oetees 
ehgrigead one bed Bad ea9- raetrig “The who trust him wholl 
See Catalog for Parcel: Hind fire “holly trae," Bast ot 


He was not: _mpre able or Feady to strengthen 
and guide apostles ‘than he is to give power 
Sirection to, men now, ret 


bishop of Canterbury, that.onte in following! 
his duty and obeying his conscience, he 
offended some people gnd laid himself open 
to grave misunderstanding. He was Bishop 
of London at the time, and: Archbishop Ben 
son spoke to him about, the matter with sug: 
gestion that he. might make explanation. 
**Sha’n’t do it,’ was Temple’s reply. ‘I 
suppose you rely upon the future to vindi- 
cate you,’’ said Benson. ‘* No, I don’t,” 
| answered. Temple, . ‘‘ Upon what do you 
rely,..then?.’’ said Benson, ‘*God,’? was 
the firm and unyielding reply. God was his 
helper. _.He could not be moved, 
.% 


All. the world. may be against them. That 
leaves them omnipotent still, with God on 
heir side. 
erice. was on the side of the heaviest. bat- 
talions, but history shows that God is hy no 
means always on that side. 
God has been against the majority, 
as Lord Morley say$;in his book on * Com: 
promise,’’ thé history. of progress is the ‘his- 
tory of minoritits. 
it has so often been. the. minoritg, which’ was: 
on God’s side. Can you give instances? 


We are sometimes told that God is not: to! 
be bothered with our’ small ‘coricerns ; that: 
prayer which expects God'to notice and in-’ 
terfere in our petty affairs is unworthy. Not 
so. It is precisely in all such living and 





concrete concerns that God does move and 
act. We can and ought to take him into 
every one of them, going directly to him with 
| every conimonplace affair, and expecting his 
| activity in response to our prayer. Have we 

| really made trial of God’s readiness to help? 
| Have we asked him for help, and then 
watched for it and accepted it? If not, try 

God to-day and see whether he is not ready 
to do for us more than we can ask or even 
think. 
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Jesus: 
had a heavenly Helper who never failed, and 
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painful. 


“I have taken Forma- 
mint “lablets for some 
and have much 
peceure in saying that J 

nd ‘them very beneficial 
for the throat. 


The Rev. Dr. 
wallace Radcliffe 
the well-known 
Washington preach- 
er, writes : 
bat | ‘find your Forma- 
mint ‘Tablets of. great 
benefit to the throat, I 
would not ‘be without 
them, since they help to 
keep my voice in order.” 


Dr. Wm. Howard 
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generous sample of Formamint 
postage and both wilt be sent with our compliments, 


—eemit? Tablets for 50 cents 


Write today for FREE Sample. 


Upon receipt of a 2c stamp to pay postage 
we will-gladly send you a FREE trial tube. 





Guard — 


/ your throat. 


_from. infection 


OUR physician knows how neces- 
J sary it is to” keep your mouth 
. | ‘and throat: clean ‘arid ‘reason- 
ably’ free from germs. “It is from 
germs settling in the linings of the 
‘motth and :t that‘we catch sore : 
‘throat, influenza and other’ serious 
maladies, In‘like manner your chil- 
dren may catch measles, : scarlet ma - 
etc. You cannot Zvoid “breat 
germs, and if you are exposed or : 
trifle run-down the germs may gain 
foothold and so start an infection. 


- Hitherto we tried to gargle throat troubles away, 
—a method often useless and always awkward and . 


Now we have the + OREN, harmless 


and yet effective 





Little tablets which dissolve in the month like ‘candy— © 
releasing a germicide which mixes with the saliva, an 
carried into every niche and crevice, killing the germs and 
subduing inflammation. 

Physicians recommend Formamint as excellent protection 
against infection, and as a most pleasant and ‘effective w ay of 
overcoming sore throat and other mouth and throat troubles. 
For children who are so often exposed to infection, Forma- 
mint ‘Tablets are just the thing. 

Dr. William Lee Howard, the well-known medical. author, 
has written an interesting little book about germ disease and 


is % 


It: is yours, forthe askin Frogether with: a 
Tablets. - Baad in two-cents 


Accept no substitutes 


‘A. WULFING & COMPANY. 


Afiiliated with the Bauer Ghemical Co., 
Makers of Sanatogen~the Food Tonic 


27D JRVING.PLACE, =. = 


NEW YORK city 











God is ready to help men in any need ar: 
emergency due to doyalty to truth or duty.; 


Napoleon used to say that Provi-; 


Again and again; 
Indeed, : 


It has Veen'so because |! 


When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times. 


FREE OFFER TO CHOIRMASTERS 


CHRISTMAS. MUSIC—I9I3 PUBLICATIONS 


A splendid list of new anthems by writers of establistied reputation, including 


Pers’ E. Fletcher 
1 Amb: 


; _ Ambrose James 
Chas. Fonteyn Manney 


Frank #- | mn 
Herbert Sa 


“A new set of six Carols and THE NIGHT OF THE STAR, Op. 


Wm. R. Spence 
Ferris Tozer 
John E. West 


52, 


. by Margaret Ruthven Lang, a Christmas Cycle for Mixed Voices 
’ “Sample copies of any three of the above sent on request to Choirmasters. 





OLIVER DITSON COMPANY 





BOSTON, Room 108 
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CHRISTMAS MUSIC 


Ss tad Christmas Packet contain- 
«hal ot ALD.STAR ”’ and 
“IB Ral SARE SWAYING.” 
Cantata 
as aS 


Goos SE 

And: 6a? paste | Tacs Carelog sie ith il 
3) logue wi 1l- 
iustrate eas, ‘of [Xmas Collection Devices 
and © lendars. 


OUR: CATALOGUE. (x12 pages) 
“Pete GN REQUEST 


for the SUNDAY SCHOOL 


On a per with the progressive and educa- 
tional literature issued in the interest 
of religious education. 
Introductory Price, full cloth, 30 cents. 
for asample copy. 


The Century Co., Union Square, New York 


1,000 BIBLES FREE 


Send 
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penteoneial Publishing -Co., ‘Louisville, Ky. 

















